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ple calld QUVAKERS refuſe ro SWEAR : 


| And thoſe Confirmed by 
Numerous Teſtimonies out of Gentiles, Jews and 
CHRISTIANS, both Fatbers, Dacters and Avr. 


Preſented to the 
| King and Great Council of England, 


Aſſembled is 


' [PARLIAMENT 


Mat. 5, 34. But I ſay unto jou, Swear net at all. 
Jam, 5. 22. Above all things, my Brethren, Swear nor. 
Jer. 32. 10, Becauſe of Oaths the Land Moxrneth. 
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Theognis, He ought to Swear neither this thing nor any tf 
Mamonides, It is a great Goog for a Man not to Swear 
Cbryſoſtem lt is not lawful to Swear,ncither in a juſt nor unjuſt 
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King and Great Council 
tO | 
ENGLAND, 


Aſſembled ia 
PARLIAMENT. 


The Caſe of the People call'd QUA- 
 KERS relating to OATHS further Repre- 
ſented ; and Recommended to their Con- 
ſideration , in order to a Speedy 
and Effectual REDRESS. 


Oo 
* - - 
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He common Benefit of the Free Peo- 

ple of England being undoubtedly 
both the firſt and greateſt Reaſon for the 
Ancient ,Fuſt & Neceſſary Conſtitution of 
Parliaments; and being alſo inform'd that 
it 18 your Reſolution, to employ thu Seſſion 
to the Redreſs of Publick Grievances :. 
And fince We cannot but repute, qua 
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ſelves a Member of his Great Body von 


repreſent, by Birth and Engliſh Deſcent; 
and are not only involved in the Common 
Calamities of the Kingdom, but in Par- 
ticular very cruelly Treated in our Per- 
ſons and Eſtates, becauſe we cannot for 


pure Conſcience take any Oath at all. 


(though we have again and again tender d 
ar” ee Yea or Nay; and are moſt 
willing to Tuſtain the ſame Penalty in 
Caſe of Lying,that is uſually inflicted for 
Perjury) To te End we may not be 
interpreted to decline the Cuſtom ont of 
meer Humour or Evaſion (though our 
frequent & heavy Sufferings by Fines 
and tedious Impriſonments, ſometimes to 
Dearth itſelf, ſhould ſufficiently Vindicate 
us againſt any ſuch Incharitable Cenſure ) 
WE do, with all due Rexpett, 22 yo 
with our Reaſons for that Tenderneſs, and 


many Teſtimonies and Pr. ſidents in their 


— De: 


: 4 


ea NO ˙ 
Defence; and we entreat you, to expreſs = 
that Care of a Member of your own Civil 
Body, which Nature and Chriſtianity 
excite to; Me mean, That it would pleaſe 
you to conſider how deeply we have al- 
ready ſuffered, in Perſon and Eſtate, 
the Inconveniencies we have daily to en- 
counter, and thoſe Injurious not only to 
our ſelves, but others we commerce with, 
| in that both they and we, becauſe of our 


Teyderneſs in this Matter, are conſtantly 
at the Mercy of ſuch as will Swear any- 
thing to advantage themſelves, where 
they are ſure that a Contrary Evidence 


ſhall be by Law eſteem'd (however 
True) Invalid; under which Difficuley 
ſeveral of us at this Hour fruitleſly la- 
bour : That being ſenſible of our Calami- 
ty, you. may pleaſe to endeavour, as for 
others, ſo for this Grievance, both a Speedy | 


and Ef ect ual Redreſs 0 herwiſe,befides 


ordig 
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= ordinary Caſes, wherein many of ud ex. 
traordmarily ſuffer,we may perhaps prove 
in this of Oaths the Greateſt, if not the 
Only Sufferers of the Kingdom .. a Cruel- 
ty pe hope, you do not deſign againſt us. 
God Almighty, we beſeech him with all Sin- 
cerity of Heart, incline you to Juſtice; Mercy. 
and Truth, Amen. 


London, * 
the za Moneth, - 1675. 
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Quauſe and End of an Oath 
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Given by us againſt the USE and © 
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| IMPOSITION of it. k = 


"His (we think) al wit 
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of an Oath,, — * 


aord ar by We r bie 
e d 


— in king of God" Holy Name in vain : Tru .they., 
N ly, and wanted no ſuch Expedicneto | 


. * Tired before * "Thus, * hrs though an He at hen, in his Story of the 

3 [= Roman, laith, A the Anmien, 'Oaths wore Yeldens 

74 wſed in Fudicatures themſelves ;, but when P 

* Soak of wtf neſs increaſed, Oaths increaſed, | or then the Uſe 0 them 
firſt came in. 

Beſilina Magn ſaith, Oatbs are wn Effect e Sin... 
Nazianzaw in his Dialogue againſt Seer. 
ing, „An Oath u nothing elſe but a certain con ſuma- 

- Commer "Y of 2 2 onde ſe e, 

2 ent. on Amprofus Swearing is only in Congeſc to4 
2 Mebr. C 6. Def a. 8 * 

5 Chry/oftow faith, An Our h can how Boilsineveaſed, 
3 on en men * un fairhful, when al things became 

Topſy Tarvy 
Hom. Plal. 5g. 2 ſmear 4 5 be Devil, Kei Chrif ſaub, What | is 

more Tra, &.) is of E 
Ad rep Ao., S wearing 3 * Beginning for want of Track ar Fun. 


Augnſtin faith, An Oath i Pot. Aan good, but Evil 
Things, and uſed for the Infirmity ef others which is Evil, 
from which we pray that we may be daily delivered. 


an Mat, . - "Chromatinu faith, What need we ſwear, ſeeing it is 
A nolawful 10 Le. Which ſhows that Lying: Zane > 
— 


and by leaving off Lying, Oat hi bo az 
; hich; that an Oath be W * 


on Mar. 9. 


Pl. 14 


on Mat. f. mw faith, Swrar ing i Iadulgenca 
| — p. 3, An Oath Was 2 44 7 


rene 'faying, © 251 2 


Ph: a. = 12 Vices Tl raw Gn p Ln 


3 on Mat. 3. 
2 * P. y. z. I 6. 8 
* . H: ars 
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We AIP ated 
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a. 3 on bis 


DA 25 | dealt 10 * | 
2 78 genen 1 ms 8 
ve cahiior tate rhis/Liberry; 

ll as ocfier Men have Sas, N 
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| 9 fin is drawn from | 
d. 7 O, v. ger fh: by 12 Sh | 
i eee en ) NI 191525 f 


The de Hath given? 
— Daty — that u 


enen ln char ancient Marin, — 

2 Legis ceſſat lex; Thot the C of the Reaſon of 
Law ah Oe or — 2 

Derr 


pur, 

Kr ew \Men 4 * N will ſpeak — | 
; for Oaths are a ſort of Racks . | 
e whos ſwayes. | 
is we preſume no man of Reaſon nn 
"Thar . came in, ani ought to go out with Fer- 
meſs ; and we hope it will be as caſie to grant, at 
it will every cee io prove, That God hath fre- 


F rophete and Apoſtles, reproved men 


Rightcouſneſs ; a8, Ia. 35, 34. Per. 9. 3-5... Row: 42. 
19. Gal, 5, 19,20,21, Col. 3. 8,9,10. 3 14. 
1 Sam. 12. 24. 1 King. 2. 4. Eph..4. 25 y 2. 
Le foal of other Places in Holy oy And that 


erm, is unworthy of any, man, ac- 
0 dg 2 Cod, Þ axih wes coneere.. It is true, 
that the unprofitable Servant in the Parable is repreſented | 
to ,entectain ſo blaſphemous a Thought of his Maker, 
| ſo hard Maſttr, ar to rea ty wa 


N ? 
Pars: ro DE und 


at 


72, 


* 


3888 


Sn 
* 


727 


EF 


HFAS BE cn 


„ ng other * 
— 2 —— his Fault c 
nation, if he doth not; ſo certainly th Ob. 
igacin upon im who lvech ar Le of Trch tad and 


moully-effcrib che Honour ; He to (pet 
te Tr te whole Troy nd noting LET, ch. 
and readily without an Oath as wich gn Oat! 
— I N nn + 4 
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Waben 
11 O found PE WERE 
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4 ia obe another, if ſome 
forth to the World @ Prin. 
the Ne of luch ex- 


7 A0 


ä =» f C Eran the'© 
0 Fraud, or go to Be pleaſed to 
e e neſs 40 ho: all at onde quit tho 
bat | Thing will it return univerſally in the Twinkle of 
muſt be allowed their Time for Riſt, ro. 
d bs: Ard if ever yo would ſee the 
eee pee with Primitive Simplicity and Fairhful- 

— — — 

Swe, ef] if they o to the 
2 — . * We dare not Swear be- 
fe we dare — ; and that it may appear to th 
old, that d can A* the Truch hon eaber Terms 
then an Oath : For us then to be forced to . ia 


\. Gaud. — why "Goals we be — upon ? 1 4 
2 55 aſſcribed to Solon, That 4 good man ſhould bave 
Di a wot ro need an Oath ; that 1 is @ Diminttion 

. 
rij more 
1 In the meun while pleuſe to remember, 


wit, PIRTUE, e Quſtor 

ä our Reaſon, & makes you to ſay with 
net Swrar, much leſs by Out h. 
2 the only: 

baken of Clemens 


blech 4 4 e Siefaac? 


IT1, Our b Readon ERS * 
C og 


Cuſtom is, the Fear we have, teſt 
be gratr ity of Rebi lion — 
ro aur Souts of his ancient holy, 


of concealing bis barre ary 2 
Ghrie the World of that Advantage 2. — 
ing to him & them. He has eme us from 

5; only — hath da — in.” 
us; we aqt 
ther can we deny his 2 — 
of it. We intreat you, abe this is Tender of , 
Chriſtian Conſideration. 


e 
tation, 
ep; ora und unly _ 
on 1 et — become the 
ronr/t to ma 
R Roe harp homer tm rn 


Converſation : 
reprove their Practice, are to — 


e 3 


ob ni Some are curious in their Impiety _ 
are too d for men of their Invention, oo id ul 4 


are commonly ac > aken Witt the 
rence and Devetion (to ſay nothing of the Perjuries, that 
© 12 norance or ä frequently commit · 
13 ted) that we can t but cry out, Ob rhe great Depravity that . 
| « in the World! How low i Man faln from the primaive 
Rule of Life? Well may the Propher's Complaint be ours, 
for, If ever Land mourned hetauſe of OA with great 
Sadneſs we lay it, h doth. what more eff val Re- 
medy can any People propoſe againſt the notorious Abuſe 
end evil uence, of Swearing, then Trath-ſpeaking ? 
for thoſe that dare not Lye, need not Swear ;, and che he 
makg no Conſcience of Lying, do not much fear an Oath, at | 
leaſt their Conſciences are very crazy in taking it. This on- 
ly Reaſon,were wedeſtitute of all other Allegations, would 
be a ſtrong Diſſwaſive from Swearmg ; for we hold God's 
Honour, -and our Profeſſion greatly concern'd to prove to 
ſo Falſe an Age, that there is a. People who are ſo far 
from vain and falſe Swearing, that they dare not ſwear the 
Truth; but whoſe Tea and Nay ſhall weigh againſt other 
mens Oahu, and that with a free Offer of ſuſtaining double 
Puniſhment in caſe of jus e,. Expedicnts may laſt 
a while, but TX VTI only ſhall have the Honour of con- 
quering Fa/ſbeod, and Virtue will and muſt be greater 
en an OATH. | 


YO 
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V. The Omnipreſency of Gedrightly underſtood, ſhows - 
the Ufeleleſcof an Oath, and is with us a good Argument 
Nun Swearing ;, for what need is thete of that Man's be: 
ing aw d into true Evidence by ſuch ſort of Atte ſtations 
and Imprecations as make up the common Form of Oaths, 
who knows God to be alway: preſent to reſide and preſide in 
his Soul, — that Neu and aer - venant 
8 which he bath that his People ſhould be his Temple, 
5 that he would dw. IN ther, and walk N them. Did the 

Y Children of men know the Power, Glory and Majeſty of 
A= 17.2%, God, WHOM the Apoſtle preacht N/G# to the Athe. 
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VI, We do not find mat Oarhs abfwer this part of the 
Pad for which the e yo viz, te ad Tra . 
" whoſe ſakgs they are 7 be Weight and Truth" of s 
Man's Teſti by Force Gods ine ſi e 
with: For they don t betiold God ic $ 
dach an Aitance Fouts bbw 45 
. of his Teſtimo 'n A 
of God are ſecret, and e 
haps once in an Age, tat he 
Diſcovery of his good Willpr Diſpleaſure in in loch 1 Caſe; 
but whenever he doth it, it is not at Mar's ae 
And it is an evident Sign that God appro of that © 
ſort of Invocation, becauſe he doth not anſwer them tat 
-invoke him, according to their Wiſh , as neither did hen © 
the old Law or Cuſtom of Combating appear on his fide © 
that had the better Title or Cauſe 1 ora of 
ie that their Thigh ſhould rot, 
Wen, GC, 


, Welook nit to be no leſs then prefutntuous 
Tae ind, Ls  ſanmay hin Weſt on 
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VIII. Befides what we have debe urged inDefence 
of our ſelves againſt the Subſtance of the Oath; we juſt! 
ſt the Form of it (which further adds to i un- 

aw gon and conſequently to our Vindication)as by rhe 


— and kiſſing of the Book; Su eating by a Si 
2 12. Heatheniſh on Fer For the Romans held a —＋ 
A .ab Alex. ſaid, If I deceive wittingly then let Dieſ - 2 caſt me out ef 
2775 10. my Goods, 4s I this Stone : The Heroes (wore by lifting uy" 
75 i. of che Sceze er: Cæ ar (wore by bus Heal, 1 fe he 
|. =E 3Þo e ': conſecrared them to the Wrath of God, 34 be wittingly di- 
*. 1 ce &c. The manner of the 7ews is from Gen. 14. 22. 
N that lift up his hand to God, vv, I, &c. putting the 
Hand under the Thigh, on the Head, ; paſſing berwixt Beaſt 
divided, 2 God did to 2 * —— 475 
S 83 Scoliaſt. B Hanſen 
— Fire, ſwearing by the i Hand, &c. og 
* The Uſe of So belp me God, we find from theLaw of the 
D;. Almans, of King Clatharims ; The laying on of three Fin- 
. gers above the Book, is to ſignifie the Trinity; the 
„ and the little Finger under the Book, are to ſignific the Dam- 
5 ation of Body and Soul, if they forſwear, So 1185 God. 


a4 1 be pleaſed to conſider that the Engliſh Cuſtom 
has v overgone Engliſh Law in this eſs of 
Oaths; —— anciently but ſolemn Atte ſlations, As the 
Lordlives &c. which are now improv'd to [ 
So help me.God andthe Contents of this Book : Though it was 
2 but that concerns not our Caſe. For 
der d of ebe Book, that is alſo Novil : Indeed after 
om ſolemn re arg * * — 
EN a Steht and the Bock; The Saxin 
Farers were 2 tenentes; * the firſt Nor man Times it 


wes Jari tach; ad in later Writs, Evangelin tattu ;, 
nay, 
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"FX. But were we a 3cſtitute of this les; andthe 
wlual Oaths of our Country the moſt inoffenſively form, 
Leer penn d that ever any were, ve 1 Ex- 
mple and Precept of our Lord and Saviour, 

ſe to any ſuch Practice; for in all 


live to us by hefdur Evangdhifts, we iter de 5 | 


* y his Example exciting us 5 
08 42 2 1 of «ld time, Thou ſhalt not forſwear 

"Throne ; nor by the Earth: for 29 — 
make one Hair white or black; bur ler ycur 22 be - 1 A, 


have uſed any further Aſſt verat ion then what in EH. 
amounts to Yerely, Verely, or Trul 2 Tf, wn 
ext Fol Prol:ibition of Swtaring, hat: 5.3 
36, 37. Nabich runs thus, Again, Te hut hem 
form unto the Lord thine Dathe; * 
Log 77 R NOT AT ALL; neither by Ht 
"neither by Jervfalem, 155 it i the City of the grtat 
neit her Wal hen ſwear. by thy — e = 
TEA; NAT, NAT; 5 for ale a is — then 
ESR cane 'EVIL. 2% Qt 


to put away thiir Wives, hieb. 1 4 
4 = ns ae 4 " * 7177 

Exception a7 12 S tering 6 2 
Exeef ion : He dork y, — ene 


Magiſtrate | 
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- de Jur. Obli 


Terps e, Fete rd . 
| rome 


ws 13 Nor It 
ALL : why ? becauſe is is OF EVIL; which reaſon reaches 
the Oath: taken before er Oaths ; 
for Diſtruſt & Unfaithfulne(s are the Cauſe of one as well 
; the other: And there is equal Reaſon in that reſpeR, 
t a Maſter ſhould ſwear in private to his Servant at his 

e, that he wi pay hlnrkls Wages, as that the Ser- 
vant ſhould ſmear in publick, to Mag:ſtrate, that at bis 

ture his Maſter would not pay him hisWages ; both 
which O«ths the Certainty of their Words, rea be- 
ing Tea, and their Nay being Nay, makes vein and ſuper- 


Obj. We are not unſenſible of the common Object ion that 
is made againſt this Allegation of our Maſter's Command, 
That be only prohibited Vain Oaths in Communication : 
But if the, words of the Text and Context be conſider d, 
euern Onth will be proved Vain and Unlawful; for Chriſt's 
Prohibition was not a meer Repetition of what was forb;d. 
den under the Law, but what the Law «/lowed, as Bp. San- 


By. R. Se Aerſen well obſerveth ; It was not needful that Chrift ſhould - 
S forbid what was forbidden in it ſelf, or was s Unlaw- 


ful, which vain S * and is by the third Commaud- 
ment, Thou ſhalt not take the Name of the Lord thy God 
in vain; therefore Chriſt exceded the Prohibition of the Law: 
And the whole Chapter is a Demonſtration of a more ex- 
cellent Righteouſaeſs then that which either needed or u- 
ſed Oaths,, for Chriſt brings. Adultery from the AF to the 
Thought ; in lieu of Revenge he commangls Saffering, and 
extends Charity not only to Friends, but Enemies; fo in 
the Place controverted,in the room af ſuch-O«ths & Vows 
as ought to be perform d unto the Lord, he introduces Te- 
and Nay, with à moſt abſolute. SWEAR NOT AT ALL. 
This was the Advance be made in his excellent Sermon up- 
on the Mount; be wound up jy. HET de of 
Sant#ity then under the Law, or che childiſh State of the 


; | | 1 . 2% mate Vo. * * 
5 ALL ; a | in gre n | 

as can be 255 ly 'H arge 

ſons that uſually advocate 3 ef ca 


under the Goſpel, tell us, it is not ageneral P 
but is lined to Swearing * | 
ven, Earth, Feruſalem or | 
iuconſiſtent with Scope 


— if — ſwore 1 al, — _— 
2 only An him alone 5 relay pe 


ns l wan Time, — 
ſys Chriſt ; It was ſaid of Old, then halt not 2 
A but 1 Jay, SWEAR pu 6 AT AL 


— then that men 
Oaths nude — ee 
.ovght not to fqrſ wear, but Fu 
Lew. 2490, Chriſt himſelf gives the. 
own Words, Gap. 23. 16, 27,18,19920,21,24... 
he teacheth us, That he hu /* ſmears 20 Tron fo 
reed er (ee ES 992 

„ ears 

11 ther ear: So that 


jet ion, for it is as if 
. Fe} 
wy Kt 4 Jette Or, X95) T $3: 
pagan | 10 7 


— Eran on: L | 

by him ha credit Ledde r . co 

mand yoy not t er) | 

of 4 
eee! 25 . Ladd Þ 75 4 


: My AS. 1 7 8 ** 5 — 
e = ey 
hey ave” 11 D 1 
y them, © wear by him that u the Author and 2 


| of tem chem? wherefore 17 the ſame Nature with the ether, 
27 355 m pwr well by thoſe Oath; that 


* be broakgbat perform! of 

o my grew etts, 

1 0 75 ref iſciples, that is 16 ſay, 
by! ALL. Our 34 Inducement to be. 


lieve 0 wo 52 been the my * our rp Jeſus 
concurrent Te ny of the Apoſtle James, 
"is hot only a R 2 chte Maſter's DoCrine, 


Bier eber 25 ration, ve hope ſufficient to de. 
termin Ten G5 aw” Io u ic d Rea- 
der.; But above «ll pure wh ny Bretbrem ſaith he bd ſwear not; 
wer runs with Swear not at all: The Negative i is 
Fate He proceeds nt ither by Heaven, ne- 
a 1 Wers e of equal Import with the latter 
cd Frohen and as if he had foreſeen the 

= ts 25 our Swearing Aer he adds, nit hier by 
er Oatk;which though as clear as the Sun, if yet for their 
2 1 dey ſtouldzell us, that he N 

that kind, fot that 5 


{ the Lord, it will n6 
Ne Ad bo reno: e e 


wo, 2 by yg that ſits thereon ; fas very next 
ſhow that it was not his Deſign — 5 r 


. .— 


17 


ougiithe 3 — en e wh. heir Nay 


wo £4. x 2 1 EY * N 


* te ſwear.” What is this this den t 

Tendency of the . — of — 3 
which is plainly this ; 3 — — be Vea, it is enough, of | 
your Nay be Nay, it . 
ſwear, if they do, i 
break their Maſter's 
hat ſecver is more then Yea or Nay,comerh 
Coply and honeftly — they ul 
im and non in nat 4 
— 2 to wei in order to — the — Ou 4tÞ 
and laſt Co tion, «nd that which to u ſeemieth" of + 
great Moment to clear up our Lord and Saviour's ſenſe, - 
and reſcue the Paſſage from the Violence of 4 ö 
Clauſe, Fer whatſoever is MORE then I and > 
Nay, comet h of Evil. This cannot be intended of 
Words then Tea, Tea, and Nay, Nay, 


impo Aﬀertion or Denyal = 


not of an pet Strain, but of the fame 


not the r, but Nature 6f ow Words 
1+ here oy — 
ry; knows that to int . 
jo , = which comech OF; — Ei: 
Therefore it muſt be underſtood us well of Sn po, 
Forſmearing, which is not Evil it felf, —. 
there any 


Reaſon of vil in the World: Nor is 
then Tes and Nay belides Perjury, — 
ded, but an Oath; and therefore that was intended, 
. ohibit Evil r ſelf, butthar 

|Sincerity; and if 
— Ghar fort © will)wherever ut 


Nay. In ſhort, If what is More ches Tea and Nay, cometh 
Evil then becauſe any Swe well as Fe ng, 


is then Tee and Nay ; «it that any S 

— of Evil, and therefore ought be nſeched of Cee 
ian. — — * ſhelter” 
our Objectors: For, Communication doth not thoſe 


ſpoken; which 6 ver dd 1 | ; 


Dn 51 


7 5 f a es. amor "7 — FLEE no 1 


2 in — —— 7, they 
of the various Diſcourſes and Tranſactions 
2 as 2 Kings 9. 11. 2 San. 3. 17. Eph, 
Col. 3. 8. 1 Cor. 15,33, It is a wor3 of the ſame 
1 — Which takes in all that can 
between man and man in this World: Thus the 
To him that ordereth ins Converſatien axig b, 
0. 23. Sothe Apoſtle, Let your Converſation be 
as, becomes the Goſpel, Phil, 1. 27. Beſides, aiy«s may 
be rendred Word, as in Fob. 1, 1. and the Jralian and 
French Trevllagions have itz Let your Word be Tea, Tra ; 
| A much as if Chriit had ſaid, As 1 do not 
the Act for Adultery, which the Law did, 
= ala the Conception of the Mind; and not only 
—— likewiſe; fo I * not only con · 
2 band in the Laty 
— h or I make that to 

Which the Law doth not t call Unlawfut: 
your Evidence is called for, Swear not at 


al, Tee Word be T., Tas, and Nay, Nay; 
thas. is, Do nat ſpeal Uatruth; for that is Evil: Domt 
ſor that comes of Evil. To conclude; People 
to tho. End rye Ge Chriſt would 
— ruth, to ht nat ſwear : 
he would not have his — e Reſerves, 
but theit Word to ear wen; of an Oath in it; 


2 — 
of more Value 
X. And Bebdes theſe expres Prohibitions, - 
Swearing is ty, 1 PIES Chriſtianuy, 
aud unworthy of him that is he Author of it» w 2 


s > $9 
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not on 


but ene Law aich eee it il Cen 
tution, which he brought wy yy. 
' who ſaid, Swear 75 — * 9795 Low 
| bs; was given „ Moſes; Grace and Tra 
— them, came by Feſw Chriſt, ; who ou 
bits them. And not only is t 
. the Holy Religion he taught, af ſo 1 
Nature; butthoſe who'will be his 
to obey it, inſomuch that he hirdaſelt- 
love me, keep my r Be 
mandpent 'y ye ſhall abide in 
Friendt, of ye do wharſorver rows 
will come after mes let him 
' Creſt, and follow me * Far" T. 


* of Heaven: Be 
25 which ii in er 


another of 2 Faith and E 


Have ſuſfered a great e 
X me its 
Cade in „ 7855 I 
he. ancient Chriſtians Tn and wa thn there 
—— no need — among them; 


"the Santtu 1y and Credit of their Profe wp 


7 .up 
. rde 22 »lCaſes te Fly, Chri- 


Bizous furn, [ am aC ry 
But tu ſortiſe what hitherto ug x30 


of our udgment and Practice; and to 
more fully appear, that our Tenderneſs in this great 


of Oaths wks comeroge Sower, Sullen or 
/4ious Hed}: ef haf de Web CATS 
Men , 


any 
rent Te imonits of | * 
 Genriler, Jews BE 
ve been 
Is We cn ant 
4 ba 23 Y 1 - 
< p Fi: 4 7 3 , 5 2 


r Aber ble 


veral Famous and 
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eAfemorable TESTIMONI ES 
a24jnſt Swearing, vg, Sedo of the Wri- - 

tings of Gentiles „Jews & Chri ſome 


of 4 which \ Þere deliver d d to the W orld feveral 
Ases before Swear not ar all was writ 


Matthew, 'or ſpraken Chriſt.which makes 
Sheng but 760 12 * for not 
er ng, among C hrifians, f fo much the 


_. Difallowable.. 


The 7 publifor not ouly f in Favour CO 
. Cauſe, but for the Tafraflion of the rid, 


| aud to their Juſt Honour that ſuid ( writ 
; eben, ; durable Monuments of their £ irtuts 


J. The Sayings of che Gentiles or Hea- 
thens, in Diſlike of Oaths. . 


Our two firſt Teſtimonies ſhall be the Peaftice of | 
two great People, the Perſians at ; a 


e Sicul, 1.16. 


Porfuns, Faith Dil th 
A Grp + Bade Right Me ri we 5 
725 2 
y 0 


IS x 


I deg? — "eche 
b bel. Chrift, it r 2 e mare Def then 


cif. 


5 3 234. 


ry Jeteſted 
dead be bs 
ſpeaking, 

Quint. Curt. in vit. Alex. 
* I. The Scyibians, as it is reported by Carli, 
—— wich A/txander;- Occa- 
fo — hr nw * 5 
© not tba: ythians their 
o] They Swear by ke . 
nat only à Proof of their Diſuſe ot Common 
Oachs, but Swearing at all, d ja Mattery'of 
greateſt Importance. | ; 


Plutarch Rom. Queſt, 26. 
III. © $0 Religious was Hercules, ſaith —— Liv 8128 

© that be nr ver ſwore bus once. If ic was Relig 
done to ſwrar but once in 2 Man's Lite, * omg we honey 
been more Neligioufly done not te feat nn wy | 
How juſt and ſevere a Cenſute is this out an, ”, Jodg- . 
Heathen's Mouth upon the Practice of : 7 
Chriſtians ? a 


that by 
well as 3 
much uſed 1 


RR. 


Heficd Theogon. | p. 88. 


Iv. Hefiedint his Theogoniaplaces an 0h a. 
mongſt the Brood of — (he; 4 


© ereatly burts men. Again preſently, An ol go in) 
© with corrupt Fudgments or an Oath flyes 
together wit — Judgments, that is, | ; 
Juftice appears among men, Oarhis ande ar Na- bad” 
Scope in that place ſnews. 


#, - = 
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& 2 8. in Stob. 28. . | 

1Bef. Cyriſt V. It was one part of the DoArine of the 

6320. yea; Seven Sages, (0 famous in Greece, © That wen ought 
in the daycs c js Swear, | 

| of Joſiah. 


— — 


3 - 
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Stab. Serm. 3. 

VI. Se, the famous Law-giver of 4. 
. #hems, and one of thoſe Seven Sages, exhorted the 
Hg" to © abſerve Honeſty more ſtriffly then an Oath, 
As if he had ſaid, Honeſty is to be preferred be- 
fore Swearing, as another Saying of his imports, 
© Agord Man e have that Repair, 4s not to weed 
©anOath, its Diminution is bis Credit tobe put to 

4 © Swear, Bp. Gaud. of Oaths, p. 4t- s 


3 | | Theognis ver. 660. 

ef. Chit VII. Theognir, the Greek Poet, writing of 
eser. a Perſon Swearing, laith, Neither ought be e 
. © ſwear this or am thing : This Thing or Swearing (it 
elf) Gele. What is this leſs then, War 
got at all ? 4 4 


Valer. Max, lib, 8. cap. 18. Laert. Hermip. & Orig. 
contr. Celſ. 

Def. Cbriſt VIII. Pyrbagoras,a Grave and Virtuous Perſon, 
5 Nee being carneſtly jntreated of the Cyarenian-Senators 
* - 4 ſor his Advice in things relating to the Govern- 
KW 4 A ment, did in his O ration, among other Excel- 
ae lent Sentences, with more then ordinary Empha- 
Eil. fis, lay thi: down in the Nature of a Maxim, 
| | ©xs# 


"4 
£ 
1 


. <2 5 $- 


- H.Gret, on Mat. 5. | 

IX. clinea, à Tuſfortt, IP 
4, out ot Love tb Truth, intl R 
bore his Maſter's DoQrine, that i 
fear aud hun an Oath, choſe t p 
which amount to about Three Hu 
rather then he woulil take any \ 


2efilins Magna apbraided the Ne 
Fm with, Tor at were then learning to Swear. 
Hlierecles Comet kn Cm Exe . p28 8 
£ X. Hierirles teſtifies; That 2 27722 in ied 


© enjoyning them to revete an Oath u 
vit — ran but Tequires' them aſſo. fo un 4 
from Swearing. © 

And Aſtilws makes a ſincere Bec of a rm, ng. 
Matter a fre 04th, 


Steba Serm. 114. ; 
XI. "Socrates, that worthy Gentile, and'gt 
Promorerof Virtue among the Atbenians, 
many Excellent Sentences delivered this; Ah. 
Voi Men maſt let tht World ſce, ber that their Me | 
ners er Dealings ave more firm ar en fe 
— that he faw a more Exce ; 
| then Swearing Truth it ſelf,” and 
lic ved. it attainable, or he manifeſtly 2 
9 4 


Good Men to that Iategrity, which is a greater 

Caution then an Oath, He was put ta Death 
for teſtifying againſt the Heathen Idols, acknow- 
ledging one only God, | BY 


| Pur. in Lacon, Epoph, -, 

\ Bef. Cheit XII. Lyſander, the great Spartan Captain, 

409. years, thought an Oach of ſo little Value in compariſon 
of Truth, that he beſtowed this contemprugus 
Saying upon Swearing, Children are to be de- 
© ceived with Tes, and Men with.Oaths. Imply- 
ing, that Sincerity is a greater Security then an 
Dat 


* * — 12 e . 
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Mi 4 #2” an 75 
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. 


| Jocr. ad Demon, 

Bef Crit XIII. 7ſocrates, a Greek Oratar, in his Ota- 
L -oþ gow tion to Demonirum, ad viſes, Not to take an Oath, 
lived 5 for Money Matters, Alſo he teaches, © That 
days of Ad. Cod Men ſhould ſbem themſelves mare credible then 

lacks. © an O. | 

* 
38 Plat, de Leg. 12. 

, Bef. Ariſt XIV. Plato (call'd Divine) forbids Swea+ 
260. years. ring in ſolemn Caſes, That none ſwear himſelf; 
7h none reguire an Oath of another. He ſpeaks 
thete, how Rhadamant hus brought in Swearing = 
© by the Gods ; but that his Art therein was not 
E agreeable to that Time (it ſeems he accounted 
it an Art of Policy) But that in all Actions or 
© Cauſes, Laws which are made with Underſtand- 
© ing, ſhould take away Swearing from both Ad- 
« *verſatics, 
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* ©yerſaries. For (ſait h ) 14 Horrib 

© Thing, that when man 
„in! y;well ner balf 1 
in them Therefore let the of Judg- 
ente wet e wer 8 „ be 
8 e ſale +; bit that be perfevere'in b. 
< whith i Fuſt 1th a firing Specth; &. "ROI 
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Valer, Max. 10. Cic, pro Corn. Balb, Dws.- Lare. 
in vit. Tenocr. a 
XV. Xenkratts was ſo renowned at Arbens; Bef. Chriſt 
for his Virtuous Life and grene Tatcgtitys that 337. Years. 
being called to give his Evidence by Ga thy ache 3 
Fate ſteod ap and forbid the Teuder, becauſe they 
wou e it thought, that Truth d 
ded more upon an Oat then the Worduf*an 
Honeſt Man. 1 + 


| AMenander, ; 
XVI. Mn, the Greth Poet, ſaith; Bef. vin 
® Flee ſous; ere vhes [via fee 1 336. Year. 


Cberilus in Perſeid. : 

XVII. Cherifas fich, © 0aths bri 

©« Credit taht Min „ bee us e g Credit 

orbe Oubt. What ler de dhtey for 

ceive? It ſeems by this, that Credit h better 

then an Oath; focieh the Crodic that is cho Se- 
eee 22 2 don raw * 
Ae eee Bun: 1 17 a ANN 
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ns 4 f ia 07 
Stobaus in Jur. c. 27.» 

XVIII. 4lexidrs in olymh', faith, & 
0 Wiſe Man 64 Mn dlwayes ho g Credit, nat % $wee- 
ei, but tothe Things themſelyess: Then: Oarhs: 
are vain ; ſor it is nat the meer Oath, but the 
Likelihood of the Truth of the Evidence, om 
the Conſideration and Compating of the Cir- 
cumſtances, that turns the Stale, 


X1%. fins * appears | 

. aw, © Perfid: s appears ſe- 
© carer then Faithſulneſry, and an Oath 1 2 is a ft 
© Engin for Deceit, Strange! that faithful Yea and 
© Nay is ſtopt, when iduſneſs with an Oath 
— |-Guards, Courts and Offices, He 
manifeſtly links Oaths and Perfidiouſacſs, and 
gives the Praiſe to Faithfulneſs, 


H. Gre. on Ma. yo" | 
_- XX, EpiS#e1w,' 2 famous and grave $12ick,. 
counſelled, © is Refuſe an Oath ALTOGETHER, 


uu. 1.8, . ] | 

X X1, . Hointilias Hic, that- 18 Time paſt 
c it was a kin Paton for ew and Approved 
© Mew 10 Swear, 25 if their Authority ſuthce 


© for Credit: Therefore the Prieſts or F/ewins 
*were not compelled to it far then ge compel 4 
© Noble Man to Smear, were like putting him upon the 
*Rack, cc. Which ſows an Oath to be an Un- 

| natural 


* T * * ; 5 
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phate 1 Bd Way ol Evidence; an 
n end ind Ju bears a 
Oat | 


Par erch Rome. — — 

XXII. iu in his 44th Row. qu. 
the Cuſtom of the Romans, holding ir 
for the Flamen Dialis, or Chief Prieſt, 
pots the Queſtion, © hy ö it not or Ju- 

© piter!s- Prieſt to Swear f ls it becmiſe an Oath . 
© miniſtred unto — © «ke .. 
c Tortare tendered unte dem For; certain iris, 
< that the Sou), as wellas the Body of the Prieſt 
© ought to continue free, and not be forced by any 
bl Tocrarewharſoever; or for that .it is aot meet 
< ro Diſtruſt ot Diſcredit him in ſmall Matters, 
<©whois believed in Great and Divine Things e 

© or rather becauſe every Oath endeth with Dete- 
© fation and Malediftion of Feria: And conſide- 

* ring that all Maledictions be odious and abomi- 
© gable, theteſote it is not 2 that 
any other Prieſts whatſue ver Curſe, or 
* pranounce any; Malcdition: And in this reſpect 
© was the Prieſteſs of Minmpus in Athens y 
c commended, for that {be would never curſe Al. 
© cibiades, notwithſtanding the Rcople comman- 
© ded her ſo to do; For 1am (quoth ſhe) ordai- 


car, 


* ned a Prieſteſs to pray for Men, and not to curſe 
(them, Or laſt of all, was it, becauſe the Peril 
ol Perjury * — in common to the whole 

"Rn wealth * if a Wicked, Oodleſs and 
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<Ferſworn Perſba ſhould have the Charge and“, 
« Syperintendence of the Prayers, Vows and Sa- 


- © crifices made in the bebalf of the City: Thus 


fas Plutarch, whoſe Morals have the Praiſe among 
all the Writings of Philoſophers 3 whois alſo. com- 
mended himſelf very highly for his Virtue and 
Wiſdom. / Seg his Life. 


| ww. Aur. Ant. in Deſeript. bon. Vir. 

"XX THI. M. Aurelius Antoninus, that Philo- 
ſophical Raman Emperor, in his Deſcription of 
a Good Man, ſayes, Th the l of « truly 
geod ban is ſuch, that there is no need of an Oath for 
im. Cercainly then he was far from impoſin 
Oaths upon his People, whe both by his Exam- 
and Precept prefrt d Integrity before an Oath, = 


Libanm, | 

XXIV. Libaniwe, a Greek Orator, though 
otherwiſe no Admirer of Chriftians, reckons this 
amongſt the Praiſes of a Chriſlias Emperor; © He 
© (ſayes he) ſo far from being blackt with Perjory, 
© that he ij even Afraid to ſwear the Truth. It ſeems 
then, they ſwore not in his time; and that Li- 
bayige, an Enemy to Chriſtians, preferr'd aud ad- 
mired Sweer not at of, © | 8 


| Aufn. Epiſt. 2. TY 
XXV. We ſhall conclude with 4vſon?. 
, whoſe Saying ſeems to be all contract» 
ed, or thoſe other Teſtimonies digeſted into 
one 
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fan andthe ſme thing. 


Tete are the Refledlions upon 0. 
Heathens, who by the Li 
the Scope of tlie Evangeli 
ively laid down by 
N and preſt it earneſtly : . 
: hows 4 rotor the Chriſtians Shame, ſeveral of li: 
K ſince 


Il: Tefttmonies from ena in on 
of All Scaring. 2 : 


_ Gree. Com.-on Mat, 5. 34. 

XXVI. Maimonides, out of the moſt anci-: 
ent of the Few-ſb Rabbies extracts this memorable 
Axiom, IT IS BEST FOR.4 MAN. - 
«NOT r SWEAR AT ALL. 3 

22 Raiound, p. 135. no Is 2 

XXVII. Ai end. quotes him thus, © Mai. . wed 2 

c monides. in tract. de juramentis; 1T Is A te Sr, 
©GREAT COOD. FOR 4. MAN NOT To# «l; what ; 
©<SWEAR AT. ALL, The ancient and Uanfal Dy is it to Jon 4 
© Frine. of the Synagogue. _ | * 5 Poſe n 


| Jofeph.de bello Yudeies I, 2% te 
XXVIII. Tbe Bent ot Eſſaam (ſaĩthꝗd- 


7 ) © kreptheir Promiſe, 7 
14k 
0 a 


. Page 583. 


I Page 515, 


© Theſe Eſſauus were the moſt Religious of the 
©Fewiſh Pepole, though the Phariſees made the 
- ©oreateſt Noife amongſt che Rabble, a 


. Philo de decalogo, p. 583. 
XXIX. Philo, that excellent Few, legt 
thus much concerning the ſame Eſſadui, Thus what 
ſoever they ſaid, as firmer then an Oath ,, And that to 


Swe ar 9.44 counted among [t them 4 thing ſoqerfluenc. 


- Phils Fudew on Com. 3d, | 
XXX. The ſame Philo hitnfelf thus 
taught in his Treatiſe on the Ten Command- 
ments z Commandment 34. Thou ſhalt not take 
the Name of God in vain : Muy Ne, (ſaith 
he) * do wen fin "againſt this Commandment z ſo 
*TH IS BETTER NOT TO SWEAR 
* AT ALL; but fowel accuſtom thy ſelf to ſpeak Truth 
© efwaies, that thy Bare Word ſhall have the Force and 
0 cen, oath, t & become a Proverb, That to 
ear well aum bolily it a feroud Voyage ; for be that 
: e ſaſpe ge of Lying and Perjary. It &, faith 


che, moff profitable and agreeable to the reaſonable Na- 


ture; to abſtain ALTOGETHER from Swearing. 
bo «© whatſoever 4 godly Man ſpeaks, let at go ſe an Oaib. 


The Wiſdem and Moderation of this worthy Ferſo- 
reflects Lows upon thoſe that their 


Conſcien 
whore, n, obe pee doth? Dikiplerst 


their 


© believed without 4 Gol 2 
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their "Foil „eee 
ever hope to | heir Lord 
Face, who fo ſeverely Treat their — 
Certainly Jes and: Heathens will one — {kr 72 
Judgment againſt ſuch Chrifiee, for 
Carriage towards their Br This is not 12 
Enemies, but injure Friends. ems and Hearbens are 
— r — 
as th they 2 | diſ- 5 
cem'd the Riſe and Ground of but the Evil of 5 

them, even while they were d; and both. - 4 

avoided them, and exkorted others to that lucegrity which . 
tad no need of them. 34h 


the Minds of many 2 fe. Red yet 
nothing N out of Jews and Gentiles, 


the more Chriſtian Ages of the World, 
bation of cur Judgment, who we are fure 
entertain us, their Liberality alty being hr 
our Cauſe z; and TA Fer. 
Yates for S WEA NOT ” 
their Works are in the World ; May 6 
joyn theirs with, them, and we have Reaſon 
ie ve, that our Delivercnce from the Teal of Out 
be the heppy Iſſue of this neceſſary AddeeFs, .- ||. 


«- 


e 


III. Teſtimonies from (Sbriſtians, 


Fortune of Cæſar; to whom! Polycarpus an 
ed, if 8 this Vain-glory, that I Proteſt 


wy 
4 1 9 * un 1 * 
. « 3 


boch 
Fathers, Doctors and Martyrs, in Diſlike 
a of All Swearing. 
244 es th Polycarpus. | 
"*XX-X 1, The firſt Teſtimony rerorded 2. 


gainſt Swearing, after the Apoſtles Times, was 
That of Foyer who had lived with the Apo- 


Iles, and was ſaid to have been Diſciple ro Fob, 
not the leaſt of the Apoſtles ,, for at his Death, 
when the Governour bid him Swear, Mie Chrif, 
r. heſaid, © Foarſcore and Six Years have I ſerved 
© him, yet hath be never offended me in any thing. 
The Proconſsl ſtill urged and ſaid, Swear * 

w 


E 
er- 


© the Fortune Cx ſar, 4s thow ſayeſt, feigning thes 


Euſeb.Eccl. th not who I am, hear freely, I AN 4 
Hit, Lb, 41©\FRISTTAN., This Good man began his 
Fourſtote ang Six Tear; which was. about 


Twent 4 Years after James wrote Above all things, 
my Brethren, Swear Not ; and ſeveral years before 


Fol the Apoſtle deceaſed; for he is called his 


Diſciple. See his Hiſtory and Commendation 
in Esſebias. 

We know it is objected by ſome, That he reſuſed to 
Swear only becauſe he could not ſwear by that Oath, 
which is a Gueſs, and no Confutation of what we alledge - 


But if that had been Polycarpw's Reaſon, why did he not 


Y,” The Law of God forbids Swearing by _ 
| | 'Tis 


—— 
ſon 
rau arme, Aol. 2. ee ani 
a 

xxXII. It ne time before his Suffe.. 
ring that gr. ; who is the firſt we find 
we of it, publiſh an 4 for the cri i. 
year 150. as ſairh, and a 
pod] her that, wherein he tells us, ated the 
Doarine of his Maſter, * — we NO 
E A AT ALL, but always the 
<Trwh. He, that is, Chriſt, bath Fe 7-H, hn 4 
d, S , NOT AT ALLy Au ger W . 
14 be YE4, and NAT, Narr a 
er then theſe « of Evil. See his alte and 4 
Martyrdom in Enſebins, ſoon alter Polyearyis > - go 


; Euſeb. bed. fun Why) ar. 00997 ff e | 
. . 
Euſ © ſuffered Peptic,” 
© Years of Age, and Slandine,” # 
RN TRL 


ny and then x cher bo b 
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to- Execation , and by het convinced of the 
Truth in Chriſt; was afret-a-while required to 
Swear z But he affirmedplainly, r nor /aw- 

Ful for lim to Swear, for (ſaid he) 7 am a Chri- 

< ſtian, He did not lay the Unlawſulneſs upon 

that Oath, but pox Swearing & all. The Hiffory 

anly ſayes, His Compauions would: haye bim 
{wear upon ſome occaſion ot other, not menti. 
oning by whats His Anſwer was, It « UHnjꝭm al 

for nete Snten; and-whys becauſe, ſaith he; 

aw «Chriſtian The Conſequence.is plain, Chriſti- 

n took no Oaths, therefore nat their Oaths. 


Tert. A pol. pro Chriſfianis adverſ. gent, cap. 32. 


Tertullan XXX V. In the ſame Emperoc's Reiga lived 
we. 4 Lew. Tertullian, a ſtrict and learned Maa, who wrote 
. Son tos Avery notable Apolozy.ior the Chriſtians, wherein 

enturian of he anſwers the Abjegion.of the Heathen, who 

n 


7 accuſed them o 
Muy. See 
his Life. 


ot being Well-wiſhers to the 
Emperor, nor.Ceſw's Friends, iu that they refu- 
ſed to Sacri ſice and Swearby the Geniu, Forgnne- 
and Hralił of. the Emperor (we begin with this 


| becauſe iv is urged by ſome; againſt as) ſauh he, 


© We do Swear, | 6s yot by the Cenimef i Cxſars, 


e their, Safety; mbich i mare Ruguſt ches 
54 2 — er Petty co; for we. — laok up 
© auto the Fudgment of God in the Emperors, who hath 
© fer them over the. Nations y' and we know that to be 


then which God 1 1 ey wills, that we 
Cel leo Libet God fave it) Hog Hive 
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n 
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c musz i. And that.we ur 


4 | . 
© (bat we have infcad of « great dl; ame 12 
AT 


* / 
2. 
„ N 
by i 2 7 
© Well-wiſhing 10 Cæſar: the * © ſpeak plain 
ſired, the Subſtance of the\Qathy tha; the 
which the &11bagorren ſaid was in allveaionab i. 
Creatures, Viz, 4 /, Reſoltion of. 'Mibd not . 42 
tranſFreſs ibi l. of God, which Tertullian ſaith here wer rhe a 
they had Reſpe@ to ;'That Outh which xFuft Man, 1: 
{wcareth by bis Deeds, as Clemens Alexandrings ſpear 
keth. In like manner Tertadias ſayts, to g 1. ad 
pala, We do Sacrifice for the Health of the gc. c. 1, 2. 
Emperot, but that Way that God pleaſes, by 
P 22 he, e AN. e. 33. 
by the Healtb o& the Emperor, i n l. 
0 yk z 4nd de work for Aa of the Em. 
6, for I cappmend. him 18 Cod * Otherwiſe, if * Ide offer 
we take the Words of this Dacter ſtrictiy and 
properly, who in writing is difficelt, ' as Staltetow 
notes; and #b{care, as Laff antine (tycs, we ſhall 
both croſs the Scope of the Place, and accuſe 
him and the Primitive chnſtius and Hu 
his time, vt any f Swearing, bit oy og br 
the Health of, the Emperor z, neither of which do we 
ever read they did, nor as much as offered 2oido,, 
had they, doubeleG we ould have hcardof{:me 
Releaſe ot Fat ui ſnhown them oa that Condeſren”- 
ſion : Befides we ſhall alſo make bm to con tra- 
dict himſelſ(which Scultetas accuſes him not of, in Y 
this) For in his Book devdojelatris.he fpraks with Tal ge 
gt Any dcm, ſaying, viel ot of Perry Yaoloarin, = 3 
| | 2 


6 ſeeing cap. 11. 


V * 9 Kier (aa) 
cute Ae Swear, Ah enz 
proves, That he which ſi 1 puke Bil 


1 of . containing and confirmed by 
dan Oath, 3 717 of Swearine, as- if he ha 
' © fpoiken it, an Ne Chyi iſs Command, 1 
Huch preſcribed wot to ſwear. He is before teak 


wi ing of the Idolatry, C bxiſtiunt are obnoxious wo in 


regard of Imployments, as School · Maſters by 
teaſdn of Heatheniſß Books and Cuſtoms, and Mer- 
© chants or Traffiquers of Coveroruſnrſy and Lying; 
t 20. ſpeak bf Forſwtaring, ſaith he, SEEING 


I NOT EAWFHE sa MUCH 'AS 


©. 70 SWEAR; which if any ſhould do, he 
© ſhould ſurely be the Servant of Covetoufneſs, 
_ *in undertaking an unlawful Practice for Gain, 


© as he ſayes Lying was; but if they ſhould alſo 
l Forſwear,ſo adding Swearing to Lying ,that bold 


\ +4414 be aSe of Servants toC vveronſnrf, that is Idola- 


try: Which if Chriſtians had committed indeed, 
it is unkkely tbat r would have made ſuch 
a ſleight and ſhore preterition with a Sentence of 
Eight Words. And further obſerve, that both 
Teriullian and the Martyrs make uſe of the moſt 
Univerſal Proof, to make their Teſtimony for 
Godtull and compteat, And though their E- 
nemies Tryal of them were ſhort of proving them 
Chriſtians, and diſtinguiſhing them from Fews 
yet in the Wiſdom of God, their Anſwer an 
Argument — Kyra and Chriſtian, inclu- 
ding the Specia ves them not on» 
by true Fews, 2 were ee den by God to For. 


rear, 
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— 4 betaaſe it was , for Chr: 
forbidden it: And as his Argument in the 4 
£5 aforeſaid, was, t & Wnlawful to Sweep, 
mort lo Forſweat, fo here, Chriſt (ſaith he) b 
preſeribed not ro Zwenr, then ſure nor to Swear and 
{ubſcribe Gentile Oaths. So Beſilides, 9 I 
am 4 Chriſtian, it i not [awful for me to ſwear, then 
not your Oath :- this is che juſt Senſe and Con- 
_— it. And ſaid Polycarp,! would have thee 
to know, that I am «Chriſtian, and the Dact᷑rine there - 
of, if thou wilt appsim 4 Time, 1 ſhall teach thee 
(chat is; not to ſweat) therefore it is in vain for 
thee to bid me wear, and defre Chriſt So 
Nlandina and Ponticus were urged to Sweat (by 
what it is not ſaid, and it matters not) but in 
vain; for they were Chriſtians : We do not read * 
that any uſed theFewijſb Atgument, the old Com- > 
mandment, Thos ſhalt not Swear by Idols; but the * 
Chriftian Argument, the e Commundmem; ts . 

not lawful to Swear, Chriſt firbad u, I am Chriſti -.- 


an, Cr. 

> And to this Purpoſe ſpeaks Le Priexy on this 
Place of Twtel8iar; in his Annotations (which 
the Publiſhers defired becauſe of his Obſcumy ; 
ſce their Preface) © Although, ſayes he, le 
© Chriſtiatis did believe thet * Lf Swearing was 5 contelig 
Here heTonfeſſes they were aware of A Swe. uy al Smears” 
ing, wach more that which was never lawſh bo. 


_ "— 5 


to 


— 


brings the Example of . Polycarpus : But if aul 
Oaths, then of Swearing by the Health of the 
Emperor; for that was an Oath. And this 4- 
frican Writer s intricate Senſe (as the Publiſittr's 
Terms are) muſt needs be in this as in the o- 
ther, all along myſtical : and as he ſayes a little 

1 before, 1 offer «Sacrifice (oratione) by Prayer, ſo 
Bruno and going along he ſayes, Ve. Swear, juramus, i. jw» 
Caſſiodorus re gramms ; for ſo Brano & Caſſiderus derive the 
F 14. Word, Furare dictum eſt, quaſt juſte erare, boc ef, 
N. Pſalm.61. juſe equi. 

x This Caſſie Again, Pf. 61. They ſwear in God, or to 

© dorus was a God, or by God, who Promiſe an inviolable O- 

| RomarSena- dience of Mind to him. Furare to ſwear (ſaith 
tor & Coun- he) * is, jare orære, to ſpeak Equity, that he will 
ſellor of The- not decline to another Party, trom what be 
+ edericxs , 3: < hath promiſed, Again, Here Swearing is 
, firmly in mind to reſolve to fulfil the gocd Fur- 
** © poſe. And that this muſt be Jerallians Senſe, - 
not only the Scope (for which ſce Scultera on 
the Place) but his Explanation of ir, by willing, 
what Cod wills, and that to be to thenw for a great Oath ʒ 

| plainly declares to ſagacious Readers, and ſuch - 
4 Tertallian s African Speech requires, as Rigaltias 
* There are yet of his Writings, which have been * alter- 


1 


= whout--2000. ed of them that could not comprehend them. 
— But is it likely that a Man ſo fevere, that cen - 


a demned the very ſubſtribing ofa Waiting wheres . 
bel. in an Oath . ＋ contained, oo for this Reaſon, 
 bevanſe Chrift forbad ta Swear a; and thoug gh 5 
need eſi 


K 
% V. * ja * 4 * A 
b © RES 1 1 
ak 4 
” . 


" You an 

to it 

other to ſwear even by that hcl was nor Gode 
— thoſe Fathers 1 
who were more — Swearing, Jun, 6 3.4 
Thus ate the irers e thus part of 3 
the Doctrine of Chg: and his Apeſtles, Primi. 
tive Fathers and Martyrs, 2 out of that 
Sanctuary they betook (themſelves to, in in the 
Sentence of this jatricate Doctor. | 


| Elem. Alex. l 7. 
 XXXVI. — was i his Com 
any, famous for Learning and Strict Li- 

„to help him in his Myſtical Meaning of 
2 ach, ſayes, He who is once 4 Believer; : 
« why ſhall he make himſclfan *Qabelieyer,. as * Infidelay: © 

that he hath alſo need to Swear, and doth not p 

{{olead his Life, that the ſame (io wit, his ——— with 
©be « firm and de ſimite Oath, and cory the-Feithfu}- Searing 


© neſs of Confrſſion in 4 content vel, Tes. —— — | ; 


© Far be it, that he who is approvy 
Sed. in ſuck Picry, ſhould: be N 
or to Swear——He, who liveth j 
Fels fling in nothing of theſe ugs chat — — 4 
done, the ſame — truly 5 
© his Deeds and Works (Mark how this 
with Terrsiſiar s impropen Swearing) the Tefi 
mony of the Tongue is fuperfiaqus to bim. 
Jr ſuceth to add unto his is Afirding or Deny- 
<ing this, viz, 1 SPEAK TRULT, that he eye 
Fai 


<Faich in them who perceive not the Stability, 
© of his Anſwer : For it behoveth him, as 1 
judge (faith he) to have a Life worthy of 
Credit (or Faith) cans, mo that are with. 
© out, that an Oath be not ſought from him... , 
Neither doth he Swear, as being one, who bath 
* determined to pat for bis Aﬀfirming T E 4, far bis 
eDemjing NAT. - | i 
lere à there any need of an Oath to him 
© that ſo lives, as one that uu attain'd to the height of 
ruth He therefore that doth not Swear, is 
© far from Forſwearing : He that tranſgreſſeth in 
* nothing chat is coyenanted and agreed, HE 
J *MAY NEVER SWEAR. 
5 — Secing he is fully - that Cod 
3 is every where, and is aſhamed not to ſpeak 
Truch, and profeſſeth that it is a thing unbe- 
© ſeeming, and unworthy for him to ſpeak Falſe; 
che ĩt content with this, that God and his own 
£ Conſcience know it, and therefore he doth not 
_ * Lye; nor ds any thing befides or againſt what is 
©cavenanted and agrecd : By that means he nei- 
' Cober ſwearcrh, if be be acked, nor denyer, ſpas 
.- © to feat falſe thourh he dye upon the Rack for it. 
 Likewiſc in his zth, 7h and 8th Books of 
Strom. alſo in his 3d Book of his Pezegogee with 
Gemienns Heroetus's Notes on it, © where be fer- 
© bids to ſet Two Prices, and commands but one ſin- 
ge one, and to ſpeat Traub WITHOUT an ub, cr. 


* 


* 


equal Fame for Learning — et 


* RC” F 78. N 
ee deb: Ne 
Ae Origen, his Ar 
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ay 


him alſo in this Teſtinjoay 
< Becauſe, ſaith he, *the+ n 
c to ſwear by Heaven: to the fore- — 
© bicion) Chriſt added this alſo 9 2 hem, 


cbecauſe they more eaſily ſwore by Heaven — 
e by Gody becauſe he deals — 


6 — ſweareth by HEAVEN, as he that 
dy the TEMPLE, or by the AL TAR, in 
* that who ſwearcth by Heaven, ſeemuh to ſwbar 5 


him that fitteth in that Throne, awd dn not eſcape He makes 


© Danger," un be thinks, becauſe be ſwtareth n by two” robibi- 
© God bimſelf, but by the Throm of God's And cheſe20n as we 
* chings he ſpeaks to the Feri, forbidding them ma _—_ | 
do give head to the Traditions of the Phariſees ; 2. Tre 
c otherwiſe, befare, HE MANIFESTELY r aue | 
© BAD' TO' SWEAR AT ALL." © 

The Chick Prieſt ſaid unto. him; * * Ibid, Tract. 
0 — 2 Living God, that thou tel us if thus be the. 3.5. 
*Chriſt the Son of God. Mar, 26, 

© In the Law we find the Ce of Acjutingz 


cy Pric N rhe Woman wh the en Tio «519, 


cin, of t 


©Alſo - ſaid'unto "Niche, 


eben chow tell me the Truth in — = a King * 
by 


© The Ki mg ran 8 not 
mand of eee 


©the Prieſt he Jl 8 by che ring God. 
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4 — * on OF | 88 7 ** , will live n : 
ng to the Goſpel, | MST: NOF ADJURE: 
© ANOTHER : Fei. us even like that 4 the 
© Lord bimſclf forbids in the Goſfel, BUT I SAY 
Orig againlt « #770. ro, SWEAR NOT AT All. For 
— © if it be not lawful to ſweat, as ta the Goſpel- 
2-5 Command of Chriſt, it « alſo true, thut ii is not law- 
. © fol to Adjure another, or compel him to Sc. 
Huetius upon him addeth, that Athanaſius, Chry- 
on, Epiphanius, Hilary, and many more were of- 
the ſame Mind with him: and if ſo, we may 
an without Offence add, upon that ReſpeR our Su- 
periors ſeem to carry to their Names, that ir 
muſt needs be very remote from the Doctrine of 
the ancient Church, to five, impriſon, and bitterly. 
treat theſe that for- Conſcience 74 Goſpel-Com- 
mand do ſcruple an Oath in this Age. | 
O. on er. It thou wilt return, © 1ſrecl, faith the. Lord, 
* 1, 2. and put away thy Abominations, then ſhalc thou 
not remove. And thou ſhalt ſwear the Lord li- 
veth in Truth, and Judgment, and Righik- 
— here cell That th Reproof- 
gen tells un, That this is a * 
„e thei that did not Swear ĩn Judgment, but 
« withour Jodgmenti : Howbeit, we know (ſaĩ th 
© he) that the Lord ſaid unto his Diſeiples, Bur 


17 n NOT AT ALL. 
Wk merly it behoved them to Swear in 


Truth, Ju t and Righteouſneſs; that af- 
©ter any had given Proof of his . 


© FBITHOUT. 


© might be thought worthy of being 


Tk des 
/ * 
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Tons doch'Qrigen 

eier 858 ruth, 
22 under the oa of thi 
Aw. 


Secrares Scoleff, lid. 4. 12. ee 


XXXY 111. ot ſo called 
from his working of — 00 Eecliſ. lib. 48. 
cap. 8. faith, It i meet to red to the 
0 e the King, and 10 e 72 


be Praiſes FIG Fel 
Cyprian, ®; . Teſtim, ad Quirin. | 1 
XXXIX. C — a famous Father, and 4 
faichful Martyr (nholivet ab about the middle of "4 
theAge,in the begninin flouriſh- 8 
. 8 0di65 70) 2 
an 


ed] in hjs third Book of 20000 
Who hach defixed me (ſaid Cyprias) 


RRR my 


leth hib on, the Chriſtian Religion) - Hi 'Tath 
Head amony ger therm , © Not te Ferch. 


e "He eee ate 


*raught, 
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Mortal, 
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ed | JV AAA 7 70 8 
Cyprian de In another Jac: he ſaith, © 114 wnlawful for 


© any man to compe} another to take an 0th, 
Hitherto the Chriſtians, being under molt cruel Suffer- 
ings, generally = au to the Command of Chriſt 
in this Poiht ; and fo we find very little in their Writin 
abo it. beſides g fimple- and bare aſſerting of it as- 
Doctrine of Chriſt, not to ſwear at all, as well as it Was 
of Moſes, nor to ſwear falſly or vainly; for more was no 
way needful, in that it was not Conteſted, but univer- 
fally ſo Received. But after that Chriſtian. Emperors had 


engaged themſelves in Parties, then it ſeems mau out 


'of Flattery, and to engage them to their Sect, took Li- 
berty te Swear, even by the Health of the Emperor, as is 
objeſted againſt us. by ſome out of Exſebixs ; but ſuch 
he did nat account Religiow ; neither that a Religious Part 
Auguſt Act of Diving Worſhip, as ſome would haye i; 
ſecing Strobe obſerves from him, That whereas ma 


Euſeb. apudexhorted that they be hqneſt and faithful in an Oath, he, 
Stob deJure-for his parr, eſteemed it not the Part F 4 "Religious Aan, 


not to avoid even Swearmg ut ſelf, . And we belice it will 


be a hard Matten to find any in the Greek, Churehy: eſpæ- 


cially for the firſt Three Hundred Years, that would al- 
low Swearing ſo large a Place in Sacred Things, yea, or 
in later Ages either, even in the Latin Church; nay, of 


. thoſe who have allowed it in ſome Caſes, many or molt 


of them have denyed it any Plaee at all in the Worſhip 
of God, as of it ſelf, accounting it an Abatment, ra- 
ther then an Advancement to Chriſtianity, which no part 
of the true Worthip. of God can be. But ſome 

ing of Tertullians word Auguſtior, or more A uguſt, 
( which he ſayes, the Safety of the Emperor is, in Com- 
pariſon of all the Genius s) to be the higheſt AR of God's . 

4 | 3 8 Worſhip, 


ſo to do, much leſs an Auguſt Act; and leaſt a 
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a N — EE. x 
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5 rt; 
* 


Times. - Teras Senſe we ſhall eaſily grunt; 
0, and we do ſo, in that we commend our 


cere Deſires for his and t 
uss, as Trina 
upon the ſcore of what ve have made to tlie eon- 
trary, even from Tertalian himſelf, and others, That 
he, or the Chriſtians in his time, or for Two Hundred 
Years-beforc, or a Hundred Yeafs after, did wear, as 
ſome would have , leaſt of a# 43.4 moſt: Auguſt Att of 
the Worſhip of God, without which all others are unaccepta- 


heir Safety, above all ſuch Geni- 


bie; or that thoſe who did ſwear afterwards were the moſt - 
Religious; ſeeing Exſebins eſteems otherwiſe, ind not 


he only, but alſo thoſe very Deyout Men that we have 
already produʒ ed, beſides many which might and. maꝝ be 
mentioned: Eor, ail that we baye yet met with, in thoſe 
Times, that ſpeak of it, ſpeak againſt it ; and of the 
following Times Men of greateſt Renown ind Authority, 


labour d with all Earneſtneſs to expel Oath: the Society of 


Chriſtiant, and curo them of that Diſtemper by incul- 
— Doctrine of Integrity, that needs no ; pro- 
ving 


y holy Scripture, that it was the plain and abſolute 


of Chriſt, that Chriſtians 
and by other Arguments, that the 


. 
- 


inal of Oaths was 


neither from God, nor good Men: But they crept into 
Ute through the Cotruption of Times, and meer Care- 
leſneſs of Governments ; for, hen they could not truſt - 
one another, they called their God's to witneſs; but God 


ſeparating Abraham and his Poſterity : 
to himſelf, the better to draw them from Ido 


manded them to twear by him only; as muc gulf be i 
er a 


would have ſaid; If you will Swe ar, let it beby iy 
| rather then Idols, that ſo you may, th 
mean manner. ackyowledge. o real Deity," 


- 


fors 
. 

and 

Governours to God, to God only, with carneſt and fin | 


Dames,” But we juſtly deny 


net to ſwear at all, 


Lord ol all: But how long was this Condeſcenſion to nt 
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{Ties ca in other her 


to the 
— 272 — Regina 
——— f inning it was 


not 


oe mn rr was other Fathers Reaſons & Teſti 
— at the coming in of — 
benafius, a Man that was in — in 
e 1 the Great, whoſe Creed is 
of Chriſtendom atthis day. a 


Athanafs on the Paſſion of Chrift, 

XL. © The Ev — of 
c. the Lord is, Let your Te Teas, and you Nay, - 
Ney: Thus far we, who are in Chriſt, may 
* canfirm our Words with Allcveratians, and 

ä 2 ſs let ms flee te or approecb 
— . cane : —— 

e Money s 10 nice 

— oſes to ſets down the Law; cafe 
cle Nane of the Lerd thy God in 4 vain thing. F 

en one is plainly worthy to name (God, he 

is all- worthy of Belief, For, whoſoever i is 


«a meet for greater things, he, will be much more 
{ht for leſs: On the contrary, il he be not wor⸗ 
& ©thpDelief,” that he may be credited without an 

be is not onethat is worthy to name Cod. 
«WF be be not faithful in Word, how will God 


be he Wi of h #66 
e 4 of ire of which God 
$1 | 1 57 44a, ng Ty: + 
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8. | wot: repent, Oc. , 


- ro berepugnant ro che former z pd thar bete 
by there is permitted to men a Liberty of Sea 


| rs | | Y 
Nie. Tu this is not ſo, nor can any think ſo ; 
a c For God ſweareth by none ; for can he, 


„„  -* ſeeing be is Lord and Maker of all things * But 


© if any thing, this muſt be ſaid, that An Word i an 
© Oath, inducing the Hearers, by a ſure Fanhfulneſs that 
© what be grower & ſpeaketh, ſhall certainty be effet#- 
ed; ſub God(weareth not a Man, but his Word 10 u 
© is 45 aw Oath for Verity. And ſpeaking to mea, he 
© is faid to [wear : And this allo the Saints do ut- 
© ter after the manner of men that as they thems 
© ſelves ſpeaking would have Credit to be given 
© them, ſo likewiſe they themſel ves ſhould give 
© Credit to Cod: For, as a-man's Werd confir- 
*meth an Oath, ſs alſo thoſe things that God 


Athanaſins , ſpeaketh, becauſe of the Firmacſs and Im- 


will nat have 


pre bare, Mutability of bis Will e-te-be.reputed Oaths, 
2 — ſame alſo that is there written confirm- 


y & eth my Saying, For the Lord bath ſworn, and will 
ictly-rak- „n repent +, as a thing not to be retracted by Re · 


, only in ac penting, but certainly to be effected, acrordia 


way of e. i he Engagement of an Gath. This alſo God dot 
ee * declare in Geneſis, ſaying, I have ſworn by myſelf: 
Immbtabili. But that is not an Oatb; tor he ſwore not by ana- 
ty of the tru- ther, which is proper tor an Oath, but by 0 


_ eſt and grea ·hich contains not the Eſtimation of an Oath, 


telt Oh ut this is done that the Sureneſs of his Promiſe may 
* appear j and how confidently that onght to be 
1 © pelie ved 


— 
* - 4 4 
1 3 6 - ö * * 
— 4 Fr” 15 N . WW 
5 * IE # '* MS by r 15 
* 
4 . _ — : pe =_ . * 
- 


XLI. „ a Fa 


ther, very Fatnous in te 
to C » TIE! 


1 8 - - 
- „* "TT 
N * 4 ; . „ 
4 5 
— 
ao 7% N 2 
- p: - 1 
+ 4 - * C* - 
* 3 of -* 
, XI. EE 
= ho * 
. 2 8 . | 
: 
- * = = = 
” 
kx 
'T T”T : 


4 And LT 18. rn ia more, is alli ol 
Exil: Fer ubut u, 1 in Property: ab, that 
— and whit i nit, i mt Netire, thay its. 
techn the tive is the Simgliet'y.. 
ne NEED of the Religion for 


- a OATH; n 
2. . of 0 NOx: . 
1 
es ws n fe 

vgl God —— all the Trabi — 
* beld in the ſimplicity of our Word a Deed; but- 

© alſo condemneth the RG of old. (ſeeds 
4 

To» Gene, thay, wc pet 
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. nent we 
4825 1 of eur Reaſans, and the 
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L XIII. Thereiss Trac; u ee 4 
el of Nicodemus: We know it is 
ous, but that makesnothin; 
sthe Huthery ed 
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that ſuch #Book was wrizten HE 5 in Favour 
of chi, as then 'receive$+ In chte | 
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25K. — „ Palm, —— the x5th, Ne 
ſweareth,and decerveth not 5 z ſo Bofil 
ah it, and upon ĩt theſe 
© Here he ſeemeth to allow an Oath to a 

perfect Man, which in the Goſpel is ALTO- 
© GETHER forbidden; een. not ro - 
6 Swear at all. 

© What ſhall we ſay then? 

© That every where the Lord, as well in the 
gold as in the new Law, hath the ſame Conſide- 
l ration of Commanding , for deſiring to antici- 
— —— — —— and e, 2 

— war at the 


<Perjury, and williag.o mer 
Swearers, takes away Swet E- 
©THER: | 2 


| -£cesthe immutable and;jfirm Conſtancy of any 


*thiog - 


c cree : ſd alſo de could have ſaid — oo 
He that ſweareth, and deceiveth net — — 
© that it may agree with the Saying of ou Gavis: 
© our, Les your Word be 124 TEA; NAT; NAT. 
© Tothin s that ate, thou mayſt affirm 3 
*but of things chat are not, although all men 
© urge thee, yet thou mayſt aever be 
— s to affirmagainſt the Nature oh the 2 
Truth: Is the thing not done, let there, be: a *% 1 
u n nales lt it in dn brei = 
C he that ſhall nor iſſent to him ſo '* Pray ms | 4 
% bim look to it, and feel the Harm F h. u. 1 
* belief, 422525 and a very ES; SH 
c accuſe one's ſelf, 5 — „1 
* © andiobetake * . * * 
© bave the Fo 
{have the Form to 
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£1 But ſaycfh, We have heard 
© that God himſelf ſometimes ſwore : The holy 
8 But is there any rhing 
| * better then God ? e e is ſound bes 
E- c ter then Ne: If t e neching be better 
Z Soo : 3 aw tt bs fe 
_ x theref are de they rd 4 wore ? 
E en God faith any thin q is the 
8 Cod. B. 41d bow deth : ſmear by him 
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that he cannot lye . Tei ua 
y this. B. But what wilt thes ſay to 
? Sarcly it doth not 

gpl 4. No Wonder : 


it was preſcribed in the Law 
42 but nee not lawful for 
och as to {mite or beat: Sen the 


only came into ju te 
hich movetd xot a 
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» as he he 1. 2M 

Loa trap "I 


be 2 cerraid AL. =, 


"0 Quoth he, God 10 my Whne 
*© Thoſe words are not an On | 
© ſeveration in ſuch great chings, conſiadt and F 
in violable. Walt thou alem the ſame al es 


md; 4+, Lwiſb;that-cochy Power thou w v n 
a Ges Paul, ang ſo chou would RAe 10 
ule. of tbine Adios. B. J bat 17 : 


1 1 an 0ath Unwillingly, but to free me fn See Tertullis 
<ger ©, A. Let anggher allow thee char, ” Þþ. on before, to 
© What if an datt be written, and not pronounced whom this - 
the Rice ? A. Aud what's the M. ing of agrees. 
0 Wricng? Surely amongſt all grher O 
«2 Writing doth more biad and obliege us, :. 


© what if we be drawn by. Neceſſity 8 E C 


22 W d ou not rather 
Why ren rather Dye 1 


. 4 
B. What. if. the. Books of the holy. Feri | 
c A. What! Is Religion e | 
Ca Pars Is God abſent by this 7 


t thou leareſt (Paper, ts 

. * God more: This is 3 | 
f eaſe. e, and. uſual z.N ] ö 
{ miſe chen if 3 Man heat the Maker, 100 N 


—— 


Greg, 


e grace him, and make his Servant aPree- man, and 
do him Honour (What A neruble Reproach ſhould that 
©bez)-©orasif a Man ſhould preſerve the King's 
Image, and in the mean time deſtroy the King. 
7. B. it ij even 44 thou ſayeſt But I wonld have thee [ay 


© what is more tobe ſhewn, 4. Many ut to ſay, I 
+ * {wore with my Tongue, but my Mind is free front 


* Swearing. Any thing may de more cunning- 
©tyexcuſcd_ then an Oath: Let him not ſuffer 
Any Colour to be made for himſelf; For this is 
an Oath: Aud how much Miſchief, tell me, 


Naz. « comes from Decelt itſelf: Let us ſee what an 


— Oath is: Nothing elſe but the very Meaning 


* © (or Mind) of thoſe things which we.ſet down — 


© Thou would? have me add what remains:Surcly 
Can Oath is nothing elſe, but a certain Conſum- 
© mation as it were of Miſchiefs : © Dangerous 
© Flame! B. '3ut Plato doth ſome ſuch thing 
© He i Relizionſly aware, that be ſwear not by any Cod. 
© 4, Truly I Kno what thou art about to ſay : 
© There was a certain Plane Tree, by whichalone 
© he made Oath - Bar he did not ſwear rightly; . 
© neither by that; For he had an Underſtanding in 

© fomethingyz but what a juſt & religious Oath 
c ſhould be, that he could not underſtand. And 
© what was this, tell me now? A certain Shidew of ' 
Can Oath; 4 Declaration without # Name; an Oath no. 
© 0#h, as the Philoſophers fore by a ſtrangg and 
*unknown God. Laſtly, it is nothing elfT, but 
© eo make Oath by any thing. Here our Speech let 
© bean End. Thou threatneſt that thou wilt leave 
mie 


be athirſt fooner then 1 would. 74, if an 
* Oath ſeem 2 (mall thing o thee, truly I can- 
c got commeud thee Put il ic is, 2s it is, in the 
0 © number ot horrible things, I will alſo dare to 
* produce a mighty thing: Ido adjure by a very 
c Och it ſelt, chat thou abſtain from, and beware 
' © of Oaths, aud thou halt the Victory. B. 1 
„ei 14. What Fruit gets he that often 
© (weareth Laughter, What more? That when 
he ſ:caks Truth, he ſhall nog be believed. 2 
In another place he ſaith, '* That to ſwear by Cr. 
© Creatures is to ſwear with regard to God him- on Cant, 
sſelf; lo Chriſt himſelt ſaitb, . 5, 33. and He. 26. 
"* chap, 23. 16,23. g 


Caſariu, Ni m. 43. 

XLVIII. caſæaiu, Brother to Gregory Na- 

Kian e in his ſpiritual Sentences, hath this Sen- 
* rence, Flle ALL Swearing, or EVERY Oath: 
* How then ſhall we get Bellef? As well by 
Speech as by virtuous Adions and Carriages, 
© that gain Rclict to our Speech, Perjury is a 
Deny ing of God: What need of God in this 
Matter F Interpoſe and put in ure thy Attion:, 


Epiphen. adv. Heref, lib. 1. ord. 19. F. 6. 
X L 1 X. * Epipbinius, whom S cratcs 
Kc holaſticu-, lib. 6. cap. 9. cells a Man of great 
Fat and Renown, and à Vn, and Godly Pere 
in his firſt Book againſt Hcrefjies {nor acctunt- 
ing Deny ing to Swear an Hereſie, but rather the 
12 con- 


o 
We 


a Foals if (6 4: 5 * | 
Contraty, as may appear by his words, which 


are theſe) In the Law, as well as the Goſpęl, / 


it is commanded not to uſe another Name in 


M Swearing : but in the Goſpel he command*d not to 


© Swear, neither by Heaven nor Earth, nor other Daß; 


\* but let Tca Tei, Nay,Nay; BE AS. AN OATH as 
Petavius tranſlates it) for what is more then theſe 


cis of Evil. Therefore Iſuppcſe that the Lord 


cordained concerning this, becauſe of ſome 


mens Allegations, that would ſwear byother 
Names; and firſt, that we muſt not Swear, no, 
not by the Lord bimſelf, nor by any other Oath , for it 


jj an Evil thing to ſwear at all.” Therefore he is 


Evil that compels not only to ſwear by God, bur 
* by other things, &c. 


Ambroſ. de Virgin. lib. 3. 
L. An broſe, ſoon atter, being a Lay man 
or Citizen of Milan, was by the People, a- 


gainſt his Will, ORG of that City, for 


his great Worth and Godlineſs, whoſe Writings 
are of great Account; And ſpeaking of the Incon- 
veniency occaſion d by an Oath, ſaith, * Where. 
© fore not without Cauſe duth. the Lord in the 
© Goſpel command not to Swear, that there may 
© be noCauſe of Forſwearing, that there may be 
© 90 Neeeſſity of Offending, n 

© He that Sweareth not, certainly he never 


Rh Forſweareth; but he that Sweareth, ſome- 


c times he muſt needs fall into Perjury, be. 
©cauſe all Men are ſubject to Lye. Do not 
| 5 „ there. 


ll + i# * 


* cherefore Swear, leſt thoy beginneſt to For- 
rern 4 
Therefore the Lord, who came to teach the Ambroſe on 
little Ones, to * INSPIRE Novices, to con. Mat. 5. 
firm the * Perfect, faithin the Goſpel, YE. He was for 
7 In ſpirat ion 
«MUST NOT SWEAR AT ALL ; becauſe he & Þerfeltion 
© f\poak ro the Weak, l ; 
© Lafily, He ſpoak not only to the Apoſtles, 
but co the Multitude; for he would not have 
© chee to Swear, leſt thou ſhouldſt Forſwear, 
And he added, Not te ſmear, neither by Hea- 
in, nor by the Earth, &c. namely, by thoſe 
things that are not ſubje to thy Power. ' 5 
© The Lord Sware, and ſhall not Repent. He may Pſalm 1og. 
* ſwear, who cannot repent of his Oath: And 
© what did the Lord ſwear ? That Chriſt i 4 Prieſt 
* forever: Is that Uncertain? Is that Impoſſible? the 
Lord has (worn, Can it any way be changed: 
»Do not therefore uſe the Example of an 
© Oath, becauſe thou haſt not Power to'fulfil an 
© Oath. 
Alſo, in his Commentary on the Hebrews, 
he ſaith, * Becauſe Mankind is incredulous, God Ambr, Com. 


© condeſcendeth to us, if even he ſweareth for n <6. 


© us, | | Oaths found · 

So that be ſhews, that not to be an Argument ſor ed onDefeR, 
Swearing to be deſired, ſeeing it 1s only in Condeſcenſion not to be en- 
to a Deſect; not to be encouraged from it to ſwear, or couraged 8 


n g . then not to 
1 170 


0 21 * * Cbrfof. be ampoſel. 
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Chryſoft, on Gen. hom. 1g. 

LI. Chryſo/tom, in thoſe dayes very Famous 
in the Church, aud therefore ſtyl'd the Calden 
Doctor; in his 15th Homily on Ces ſis, faith, 

** Achriftian muſt flee Oaths by all means, hear- 
© ing the Sentence of Chriſt, which ſaith, It wes 
© ſaid to them of ald, Thow ſhalt wot Forſwear, But I 
© ſay wnto you, SWEAR NOT AT ALL 
Let none lay therefore, I (wear in a Juſt Buſi. 
6 neſs. IT IS NOT LAWFUL TO SWEARe 
' NEITHER IN A JUST NOR PNJusT 


14 Hom. Tt ©THING, . 
Hom. FHH. Jo ſwear is of the Devil, ſeeing-Chrift 
$- * faith, For what 14 more, 40 of Evil, or the Evil 


One. 
Ad pop. Ar: © © Swearing teck not its Beginning from the 
tech, Hom, Will, but from Negligence only. Thou haſt 
19. heard (ſaith he) the Wiſdom of Chriſt, , ſay- 
The Reaſon fing,. That not only to Forſwear, but alſe in ANY 
of QOaths, *<MANNER TO SWEAR, 4 Deviliſh, and all 4 
. © Device of the Evil one. 
Againſt the ir TO SWEAR is FOUND TO BE DE- 


Diſpraiſe of : hc p 
folizaryLife Auf hcw are they to be punifhed who Fer- 


- "OM «JF TO SWEAR TRULY BE A CRIME, 


punction of © and a tranſgreſſing of the Commandment, where 
Heart, I. 2. ſhall we place Perjury ? 

Again t the Speaking of a Chriſtian (fo gall d; for he 
der, Hom, that dare do ſuch things we cancot call a fincere 
34. cbritian) whom he taw compellicg a certain 
: Honeſt, 


Höneſt, —— Ic and Faithſul Matrött, 
to go into che ers Synagogue, there to be Swotn 
about ſome Buſineſs in Controverſic betwint | 
them, the deſiring Help, and imploring to be #0» Eaſe * 
freed from this Wicked Force, Cc. 1 (faith he) * 
*Kindled with Teal, aroſe, and not ſuffering ker to h, Cody 
© be further drawn into this Pre varitatidn, ref: Zul obc by 
©cacd her; and enquired of him that had drawa Joftom Com- 
her to it, Whether he were a Chriſtian. or mendable. 
© not ? Who confeſſing he w; | ſeverely urged 
© and opbraided him wich his Folly and Extredm' 
£ Madneſs, to 7 about to draw any Body, be 
© profefſiny himſelf is be 4 Worſhipper of Chriſt, 21 
*THE JEWS" DENS, who bd crucified bim. 

And going on in ſpeakiag, I taught him ont 

© of che boly Goſpel, THAT T .1S: NOT Muck leſs to 
© AWFUL TO SWEAR AT ALL; NOR TO force others. 
*(NCITE ANY TO SWEAR, rr that; nor Chf. calls 
© axe tb A Believer or inititued; 10 nor ont that is 8 & 
not initiated, to bt draus to tht Extrennty * After I — 
„Thad ſpoaken much, and a long time of it, I il, n Errar; 
deli eted his Mind - rom the Error of Opiaion, then we are 
1 e ei ore 


; | , LOSES | REI _ 2472 
Be pleaſed to obſerve how C hryſiſtem, u Tealohs and Set hu greke 
Famous Man, both for his ke, and the Perſe· Praiſe in Ser. 
cution that he ſuffered, being Patriarch of Prime O- Sthol.L,6:c.4, + 
verſee of the Church at Cen faut ineple, t ne of the Four He was of 

of the chiefeſt in the World, uſes n Diſtheton of the Race of 
vate and publick Oaths, the common TI of dur Im- Senators. 
poſers ; for bre he labours gin i th awing any 10 Swear Remember 
ar-all, ven in Tudixature, bteeabſe it was not lawful 70 Teriullian's s 
StA Cale by h. 


SAN SO ATTALL, tenet 4 the or 
much leſs @ the Gas * a nne * 
Homil- 28. Apain, Let none ſay to me, What if any 
Feclog. de'-< [ay in me 4 Necaſſii of Swearing ? And what if be” 
Juramm nt belzeve ? | 
Mite: bd Certainly where the Law is violated cne, 
pop. * muſt not make any mention of Neceſſity ; for 
2 <.v.f there is ane unavoidable Neceſſity, Nor To 
#5 OFFEND cob. Moreover, this I ſay, That. 
in the mean time we may cut off ſuperfluous 
©:Qaths, thoſe, I mean, which are made raſhly 
and without any Neceſſity amongſt Friends and, 
<Scrvantsz Aud if thou rake away theſe, in 
the other 4hqu ſhalt need me no more: For 
that Mouth which hath learned to fear and flee 
. gan Oath, if any would compel it cen thouſand 
times, it willpever admit of falling into that 
= , | Cuſtom, && AAA | Karts off 
Cbryſeha . Butit thou feat nothing elſe, at leaſt feat 
gaiaſt giving chat Book which thou takeſt in thy hands, bid, 
an Oath. ding another tos wear; and when thou turnſt it, 
„ 0211 KA markſt what Chriſt hath there commanded 
Chryſaft. &-< concerning,0aths, *® QUAKE & FOR BEAR. 
exhorts to be « What doth it 1 then of OATHS there? © 
Right Ke. Anſ#, Bur I lay unto you," Swear wot at all, 
bling, & not. Doſt tion make that Law an Oath, which forbids 
{ Swearingi 154aSwear : Oh Injurions, Oh Unjuſt thing! For 
10 2, 24: F:chbu dat as if a wan thould zake for his Compa- 
nion a Langer that forbids to kill, and command 
„ n to be made Murderer. As therefore, when a 
Fight is begun, although we are often Reviled; 
1.2 «> | yet 


pouring - he.» 7 


© yet weendure it well, and we {ay to him that 
 * doth it, that Patron of thine hath hurt me, be *- 
c holds my Hands; and this ſerves us for Solace. 
After the ſame manner if thou wilt exact an 
© Oath of any, reſtrain thy ſelf, and with- hold; | 
© and ſay to him that is about to (wear, What ſhall Agzinlt 
I dv to thee, ſith God hath commanded, neither Yo Competing 
© ſwear,wor to compel to ſwe r; be now with. holdeth — emmys 
© This is enough foc the Law-giver's Honout, . avoid it. 
© for thy Security, and his Fear who ſhould ſwear. 
© Do thus much for me therefore, that they He differs 
© that come hither may ſay, That # not tobe ſeen much from 
© in any City, which & at Antioch; For they that 2 | 
* bit that City bad rather their Tongues ſhould be cut ct, E 
| or hor 
* then an Oath ſhould proceed out of their Month, Cc. ſwearing 
What is it: Thos ſhalt render wnto the Lord 4 
© thy oaths : that is, in ſwearing thou ſhalt ſpeak On Aar. 
true; But I ſay anto jou, NOT TO SWE AIT Homil. 17.1 
*AT ALL: Aud then, to put off the Hearers, 
© that they (ſhould not wear by God, he ſaith, 
© Neither by Heaven, for it i the Throne of God; 
gor by the Earth, for it is bis Foot. ſtool. ccc. For he 
© faid not, becauſe the Heaven isFair and Great, 
© nor becauſe rhe Earth is Vile; but becauſe 
© that is the Throne of God, and this his Foot-ftool x 
© by all which he drives them to the Fear of God. 
© _— Phat then, if any require an Oath, and im- 
© poſe a Nezeſſiry of Swewing ? | : 
© 4; Let the Fear of the Lotd be more for- 
* cible to thee then all Neceſſity or Compultion - 
For if thou wilt alwaycs object ſuch like OC. 
| * K caſions, 


Object. 


ccaſions, thou wilt keep none of thoſe things 

which are commanded : For thou mightſt 6 [ 

a * ſo ſay it concerning thy Wife; What if ſbe be 4 

« Scold > What if foe be Nice and Curio? And of 

thy Right Eye; Whit if I have a Delight init, 

© aud be tnflamed with the Love of it, &c? and (o » 

thou wilt trample upon all things that arc com- 

© manded, But in the Laws which Men com- 

mand thou darcſt alledge no ſuch thing, as, What 

if tha or that, c? And if thou wilt keep the 

Law of Chriſt, thou wilt not ſuffer any Com- 

* pulſion to hinder thee from the Obſervation 

r thereof; for he that heard the Bleſledneſs that 

in mot — . * is before, in the ſame Sermon, and ſhews him- 

ring getteth © ſelt ſuch an one as Chriſt commenderh, he ſhall - 

Veneration, * ſuffer no ſuch Compulſion from any, ſecing 
| Che is Venerable and Admirable with all Men. 
Object, © hat then ſhall. we ſay is beyond Tea and Nay ? 

2 6. Without doubt AN OATH, not Per- 

FS © jury  fith this is altogether manifeſt, and none 

©gceds be taught that it is of Evil; and not ſo- 

much Superfluqus, as Altogether Contrary. 

Now, that is ſuperfluous which is added need | 

© leſly, and too much; which ſurely is an Oath, 

Object. Why then ſhall this be ſaid to be of Evil? And if 

it was of Evil, how was it commanded in the Law ? 

© 4. Thou wilt ſay that alſo concerning thy 

Wife; How is it now Adultery, which was 

* ſometime ſuffered? What then ſhall we ſay to 

© theſe things? But that many of thoſe things 

*which were then ſpoaken, the Weakneſs of t — 

g | chat 


3reat Rea- 
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that received the Law required: For it k A 
* thing: very: unmeet tor God to be werſhipped 
© with the Smell of -Sacrificos, even as it is not 
© congruent for à Philoſopher to ſtutter aud. bable; . 
© Therefore ſuch a Divorce is nom called Adulte- 51. ig Tu 
„ry; and an Oath eg comes of Evil, whey the chi | 
© Increaſengs of Virtues are come to their Perfect ion. Poctrine. 
© Butit theſe things had been the Laws of the 
© Devil from the beginning, tfey had never come 
*to ſuch Proficiency , tor unleſs thoſe things had 
gone betore, thoſe other had never been ſo eaſi- 
ly received. Do not therctore deſire the Virtue g 
* of thoſe things, whoſe Uſe is now paſt: They 7 — o 
; © were available indeed then when che time re- ooght 16 be 
© quired, yea, if thou pleaſeſt, now alſo: For ſo War 
now their Virtue is ſhewn in that ſame thing Evil is it 
alſo, wherein we moſt accuſe; for that they then to hale 
© now appear ſuch, is their great Praiſe : For, men back 
* unleſs they had nurs d us up well and profitably, Penal upon 
and had made us fit for the receiving of greater 7 
© things, they would not now ſeem to us to be 
© ſuch. Fer & the Nurſe's Trat, when it hath done all its 
© office, and brought the Child tothe meaſurc of the 
© fronger Age, ſeems tobe unprofitable; and the Pa- 
©rents, who formerly judged the Teat to be Neceſſary for 
© their Child, do afterward | urſue it with very many 
© Ftorns, and uſually do not only make it Uncomely 1s 
© Words, but alſo beſmear it with certain bitter Fvices 
f Herbs, that when they cannat bridle the eager ax- 
* (eaſonable Deſire of the Child about it, they. may 
© quench it at leaſt with thoſe things. So alſs Chrif 
© ſaid, It was of Evil; wot that he might ſbew the 
K 2 © old 


Fnemy to. 
Images. 


Sli Lawito be of the Devil, but that alſo he might re- 
call them mote webemently from the d Vilentſs :. 

And theſe things he ſaid unto his Diſciples , but 

<uato the ftupid Few, and them that perſiſt in 

© the ſame —_— as with a certain Bittergeſs, 

© he io compaſt their City, they being captiva- 

© red with Fear, as that he made it inacceſſible: 
© And becauſe he could not hereby reſtrain them, 

© but that they ain deſir d to.ſee it, as Children 
©runniag back to the Teat, he took it quite away, 
deſtroying it, and ſcattering them, moſt of them, 
far away from & ; as men uſually ſhut up Calves 
from their Dams, that they may gain them to 
be weaned from their accuſtomed Food of Milk. 
* A great «„ Fgut if the old. Teſtament were of the Devil, 
he would not have forbidden * Images to be 
* Reaſn © WOrlhipped , and to the contrary, have brought 
why God ad ©jnand commanded ſuch a Worthip as this; tor 
n_ — © the Devil would have ſuch aching: to be done. 
ol God or man But now we ſee that the Law did on the contra- 
3 but. cry; and for that Cauſe alſo the Way of Swea- 
iofenbly bro. ring was in times permitted, f leſt men ſhould 
vght it. & God Worthip Images, and: Swear by them, Swear, 
poly een ſaith he, by therrue da. So the Law brought 
till the Times not a mean Good to men, but a very great 
efReformations one, if it ſought-to bring them to ſolid Meat. 
Object. © bat Evil therefore hath Swearing * 
His Reaſon © Mach Evil; without queſtion ; But Row at 
our Reaſon, this time, after So GREAT MANYFEST A- 
N of Power; not then by any means. 
Object. Thou wilt ſay; How can it be, . that the ſame 
© 5. ſometimes Good, ſometimes not e 
CI; 


Iwill alſo produce roo agaiaſt th js. it 
©chat the ſame thing is ſometimes good, ſome. 
times not goods Doth not all that is in the 
* World proclaim the ſame, as, Educations,, 

Arts, Fruits and all other things? 1 

© Therclore firſt weigh that in our own Na- 
© ture Fer. to be catryed in one's Arms, is a. 
© good Part in the firſt Age, sfterwards. à very pit- 

©11ful thing, To uſe Chew'd Meats in the begin- 
© ning of one's Life is good, «fterwards very full f : 
© Indecency and Loathſomne(s: Jo pe fedwich Mil 
& to flee to the Nuuriſhmeat of the Teats,at.the |. 
*firlt is profitable and wholſome, but | afterwards: 
hurtful  neiſom. Thou ſeeſt how the ſame things 
£ are ſometimes good, according to the times, and 
© ſometimes appeat᷑ to be of another Nature: For. 

eit is a comely thing for aChild to wear a Child's | 

© Veſturc, but Rame ful fora A, Would thou/ ; 
© alſo learn on the contrary, how thoſe things 
© are not fit ior a Child, which are not for a Man: 
© Give a Man's Veſtureto 4 Child, and.great Laugh- 
© ter wall follow-thereupon, and greater Danger in Go. 

+ ing, waking bim to reel this way and that way Com- 

mii unto him the Care of Civil Buſineſſes and Affairs, 

. either te Traffique, or Sow or Reap, and again it mill 

he very ridiculous. But what do I ſpeak of 

© thefe ? Evea Manſlaughter it ſel which Chr. (t 

© calls evidently a Wert of the Deu i, ſometime 
cin due ſeaſon done, hath been praiſed , as Phi» 

neu killed a Man, 4nd it was rep#t:4 19.him fr 
© Rightwonſpef , Abrabam alſo was not only a He» 
| uride,, 


e icide but a Parricide; and Peter lewtwe, but 
Cir war! Spiritual Werke So we muſt net only 
c conſider the Actions, buk the Time, Cauſc, 
. © Will and Difference of Perſons, and all other 
* er oe © Circumſtances, 
— Again in his Import: 3 * Work, cap 
obſerved by a gam, n 
venerable It hath been laid, . on ſhalt not er, wear : but 
Antiquity , *ſha!t perform to the Lord thy O,, Eut 7 [ay unte 
ſaid Fans e, SIFEAR NOT 47 „ e.] Behold 
and the Fa. c the fourth Command, ih Covcrous Men 
thers , part (account the leaſt, becauſe they do not account it 
a” yy "hay *2 Sin to Swear, without which che Command 
v.1.p.701. © of the Law cannot ſtand ? For unjels Swearing 
eit (elf be forbidden, Falſe Oaths cannot be ta- 
A Great ken away, brcanſe out of Swearing (ſprings up For- 
Truth; For. © ſmearing ; for, whoſoever ſwears often, at one 
ſwearing <© time or other fwears talfly , for this Reaſon So- 
ends in No c mn gives that Admonition, Accuſtom not thy 
earing. © Month ts Smearing; for there is much Danger therein, 
© For, as he that accuſtoms himſelf to talk much, 
© muſt needs at one time or other utter Unſeaſon- 
© able Words; and he that uſeth frequently to 
© ſtrike with his Hand, cannot but ſomerimes 
«ſtrike Unjuſtly; ſo he that accuſtoms himſelf 
© to Swear in things Convenient, olt. times For- 
ſwears himſelf, even againſt his Will (Ceſtom 
© prevailing in him) in things ſuperflucus ; for we 
can accuſtom our ſelves to any thing when we 
c will, but we cannot turn off that Cuſtom when 
we will. And what the Judgment of God 
is againſt them that ſwear, Solomon teacheth, 
4 


A wan, faith he, that Swrars murb, « Wound ſhalt '% * 
© not depart from hu Houſe. If then a Wound depart 
not from them that ſwear, how ſhall it at fength 
<1Jepart from them that forſwear. Tell me, my 
* Friend, What doſt thou get by S wearing © For 
<if thy Adverlary did believe that thou would ſſt 
« Swear well, he would never force thee to (wear I 
*atall ; but becauſe he chinks thou wile ſwear Excellegtiy 
e falſly, therefore it is that he compels thee to dſtinguiht, 
ſwear; and when thou haſt (worn, he doth not 2 3 | 
« ſir down as fatisfied in the Truth of thine Oath, Cats fally 
© but goes away full of Revenge, as it were in reprelented. - 
© Condemnation of thy Perjury. 

Aso Oath never has agood End; for, ſome According 
will judge thou haſt ſworn for Covetouſneſs; to EH. 
© and ſome too, that thou haſt Forfworn : Kut The 7 | 
they that are willing to ſuppoſe well of chee, 1 | 
© alrhough they do not belie ve thou haſt ſworn clocks 
© FALSLY, yet they are not able to affirm thou gainſt Con- 
© haſt worn IN. TRUTH : But #0 man can main · ſcience. His 
* tain thos haſt done REEIGIOUSLY, By Swear. Advice a. 
© ing therefore thou comeſt into Reproach with bout the 
thy Enemies, and into Suſpicion with thy 2 
Friends. But thou wilt fay perhaps, we — 

* What (hall I do; he neither doth nor will believe Object. 
- © me, wnleſs I Swear ? 

© Be content rather to loſe thy Maney then 
© thy Salvation; {et more by thy Soul, then 
© by thy Effe: If thou ſhouldſt loſe any part of 
© thy Eſtate, thou may ſt live notwithſtanding z 
but if thou loſgft God, whereon wilt thou live? 
| © Doft 


**Doſt thou not know, that what thou patteſt 

* Self-denyiagly with for the Fear of God, thou 

* receiVeſt a greater Reward: for ir, then if thou 

© hadſt given Alms; becauſe, the more we bear | 

 *rhe Groſs, the more worthily are we crowned for 

His Cauti- ite Behold, my Friend, I 4dviſethee not to Force any 

on te thoſe to weary if thou thinkeſt he will ſwear well, 

2 avoid it; or it thou thinkeſt he will (wear amiſs, 

KAnn avoid it ſo much the rather: For although he 
— the (wear well, yet thou, as far as relates to thy 
Practice. © Conſcience. art become the Cauſe of his Per- 
© jury, b:cauſe thos compelleſt him to take an Oath 
© with this Intention, not barely that be ſhould Swear, 
© but that he ſhowld Forſmear z fag then haſt thoug hit 
© he would have ſworn honeſtly; thou wouldſt not have 
© forced him to — all, Oh fooliſh man, tht cam · 
t pelleſ] another to Swear | Thou knowelt not what 
© thou doeſt : He, although he forſwear himſelf, 

vet does it with Advantage; but thou, wit bout 
any Advantage, art found a Partaker of his Per jury. 
He that does not ſtiek at Lying, does not fear 
« Swearing ; for he that tells a Lye, goes beyond 
© the 7 ruth in his Heart; and he that ſwears falfly, 
* paſſes r God in his Words: What then is the 
© Difference between paſfing over God, and go- 
ing beyond the Truth, ſeeing Cod is Truth it ſelf : 
© This is the only Difference, That when we Lye, 
© we paſs over the Truth in our Heart; but when we 
©For(wear; we paſi ever God th Words 5 For, to men 
© we give Satisfaction by WORDS, to God, by 
c CONSCIENCE, ' God himſelt, who forbad 
For- 


Lying as 
bad asSwea- 
rang in his 
Eſteem, 


\ſT Taz 


Forfweafing, even he 


' * ſow the Sted of Perjury © fe that brings the Fire iy (or Bible 8 


© »19htly, that we gave them the Goſpel to Swear, not to 


9 
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7 SWEAR: He'therefore thatis not afraid io '__- 
© fer light by the Commands of Cod in Swear- Grp 
© ing, will not be alraid to do the like in For · ; 
ſwearing. But what wouldſt thou have ? Doth 
* he fer God, or doth he not fear him ? If he be 
'©one that fears God, he will not Lyc, though 
© he be not ſworn but if he be one that does nor 


© fear God, he cannot ſpeak Tech, though be. 
© beſworn, Hear, ye CLERGT-MEN, who His Rebulle 


upon; Her can ye be ſecure from that Oath, who —— 


© which an Houſe in burn, is be 4 Stranger io the Burn (yew on 
© ing © op whoredches a Sword, "whereby a man i; ſlain, 
£ not be a4y Acceſſory to the Slaughter ? $9 be that 
© gives the Opportunity of Forſwearing, is 4 Partaker of 
© rhe Perjury: Ven were well done #0 ſwear, ye [aid 


@ Forſwear + But nom ye know, THAT IT IS A SIN 
* EFEN TO SWEAR WELL, how can ye be 4c- 
* quitted that give the Occaſion of Sinning againſt 
© God ? Let the Fire ceaſe, and there is no Burning g 
© jake away the Sword, and the man is not ſlain, $0 
42 AKE AWAY SWEARING, AND THERE 
6s NO FORSWEARING. he theſe. things 
© fpoaketi of them that (wear by Cod But as 
« for them that ſwear by the Elements, their lgi- 
© quity is more deteſtable; for Heaven and Earth, 
* and the reſt of the Elements God made for bis 
© own Service, not * men 70 {wear by: For 
Ce. 


— —— Ee rr — — 


8 10 4 
©belwld,”in'the Law it is commanded, that they 
0 mould {wear by none but Cod : He therefore 
© that fears by Heaven, or by the Earth, cr. 
© whatſoevet'it is he ſwears by, makes a God of 
it; Therelore every one commits [do/atry, who 
© ſwears by any thing beſides God, if it were at all 
© /awfyl::0ſwear,, becauſe he does not perform his 
Oaths to the Lord his God, but to the Ele- 
ments: Aud fo he commits a double Sin; firf, 
in that he (wears; and ad!y, in making a God 
© of that by which he ſwears, &c- 

Again, in Chap. 23. Hamil, 43.+ on theſe 
words, Wo wnt» you Blind Guides, who jay, Whoſe- 
eder ſhall ſwear by the Temple, it is nothing; but who- 

ſoe ver ſhall ſwear by the Gold of the Temple, he is a 
Debter — Many — (laith he) now 

© adayes do ſo unwiſely underſtand many 
things; for lo, if there ſhall be any Cauſe, 
© he ſeems to do à ſmall matter, who (wears by 
*God, but he that (wears by the Goſpel ſeems to 
© have done ſome greater thing: Io whom it may 
tbe ſaid, Fools! The holy Seriptures are for God, not 
© God for the Scriptures, for God is GREATER 
© which ſan{tifieth 1heGoſpel, then the Goſpel which is 
© ſanti tied of God. 

Again, Hom 9. on As of the Apoſtles, ch.z, 

Jo this conduces not a little, nor to Swear, 
© and not tobe Angry; for, in not being Angry, 
exe ſhall not have an Enemy; and caſt off a mans 
© Oath, and withal thou ſhalt caſt off thoſe things 


that concern Wrath, and ſhalt extinguiſh all 
I © Anger, 


(8 k ' 
4 Auger: For Wizth We Vith ard Ur the 20 2:57 A 
© Wind, We ſet forch Jail, Pos chete With dong 
* fic of the Sail if chere be no Wind: ſo if we —_—. 
do nqt cry out, nor [Wea cut the Sjnnews £ | 
. * Wrath. . Come, zell ine för what Cat 
* Oath was introduced, an boy t wald a 4 
Let us tell its ariginal, and * ctict] Fer Ng Again, the O- 
© up again, and how, and by whom; and your riginal of an 
$ Declararioa, we. thall grate your Attention: Oath. He N 
For, he tliat doch jultly; mult iecelf ly be al. concurs vi 
O ſtudioꝝs of WI 7 and. be that is not yet . 
© ſuch, is not, worthy to hear a Diſcoutſe*: Por; 
Abraham made Covenants, and fatriticed Sacti 
ces, and offered Offerings; and as yet there 
as not anQarh; Whence then came in an Orth 
len Evil. increaſed, when all things ken 
- © taruy, when they inclined to Idolacfy . Hh 190 bien 
hen they appear d unfaithful, they called God to wit- i 153n46 0 
* neſt, as giving 4 Surety for Security fu their nord; + +» 
fer an Qath-is aSurthifhyp,where their 3 Ni The Def# 23 
«0 n8. Truſt ar Gel Whereupogn, ff. MES tion of 
ſweats is taxed, I} he have no, Credit withdut an Oath. 
© Oacty and che gr feateſt Surety : Magde cabſc 
© mea ſo little nul one another, they ſeek 2772 
© 4 Sarety, not Man. Secondly, He i | in 9155 ne 
© Crime who receives an Oath, if he 4 | 
to be a Surety for Contract 85 55 ad fag hs 
HR WILL NOT TRUST EXCEPT 12 99. 
AE HI. Oh monſtruous thing! 0bſtame. 
© fol Diſgrace | Thou 4 Warm, Duſt ind Ades, apd 
n Yaponr ;, dareſt thou 2 thy ord, who art ſuch 
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Atſevere De- 
dclamation a. 
gainſt Cow. 
pling peo- 
ple to fwear. 
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c. an ene for 4 Surety, and copelleft to accept bim? 


© Tell me, if a Fellow-Servant ſhould ſay to 
© your Children, ſtriying among themſelves, and 
© got truſting. one another, Unleſs the common 
© Maſter become a Surety, there is no truſting ; 
would not many Stripes be inflicted, that ße 
© might learn, that he ſhould make uſe of him as 
©a Lord in other things, not in theſe ? What 
© do I ſpeak of a Fellow-Servant 2 For, if one 
© would have a more Venerable Man, would not 
*the, Caſe haye Diſgtace in it? Bot 7 ſhall 
(ſaith he) © therefore neither compel bim, becauſe 
tba i; alſo among men. He may ſay thus,Some- 
* times thou may'ſt not receive a Surety to thine, 
© What then? And I ſhall loſe (ſaith he) whit A 
given. I would not ſay this; but do not thou 
© endure that God be reproached. T hereſore he 


F * which Compels hath a MORE Unaveidable 


© Puniſhment then he which Sweats. Like- 
© wiſe he alſo which fwears when none requires; 
© this alſo is harder, that one ſwears for a Half- 
penny, for alittle Commodity, for Unrighte. 
© cuſnels, And thefe things are ſo dangerous, 
© when there ate no Perjuries, but if Perjuries 
ate committed, then all things are confounded, 
c and both he that ſwears, and he that receives an 
© Qath, are the Cauſe, 58 

© But there are ſome things that are not knowy, 
* lay they. | 

But ſore ſeeing theſe things, thou muſt do 
nothing rahly; but if thou ſhalt do any thing 

| | ne: 


| + 1, hb 
gaegligently,take the Penalty of the Incoaveni.- 
ence in thy own Hand; better ſo to ſuffer Loſs 
then otherwiſe. For, tell me, Thou haleſt a 
© man to an Oath; What doſt thou ſeek? Wouldſt. 
© thou have him to Forſwear:? Bur this is ex - 
*tream Folly; tor the Laſs will turn upon 
thy own Head: It were better to loſe thy 
© Means, then that he ſhould be loſt, where- 
© fore-thou.doſt this to thy awa Dammage, and 
to God's Diſhonour; ſuch is the Sonlot a Beaſt 
c and of a Wicked Man! ; 
© But I expect that be may nat Forſmear. 
© Therefore believe 7 Without an Oath 
<.alſo, 
© But there axe many, lay they, who without an 
© Oath dare Defraud, who with an Oath do not ds it. 
© Thou deceiveſt thy ſelf, O Man! A Man 
*whaharh learn'd to Steal and to Wrong a man, 
© will. alſo trample upon an Oath often : But if he 
' hath a Revetence in Swearing, much more in 
© doing Unjuſtly. 
© Bur thou wilt ſay, He ſuffers thu unwillingly. 
© Therefore he is worthy. of Excuie. But 
© what ſhall I ſay of Oaths of the, Courts that. 
tare left? for there thou canſt ſay no ſuch thing; 
for there for Six Pence both Oaths and Perju- 
© ries are made: Fer, becauſe 4 Thunder. Bolt doth 
© not came down from above, and all things are not ver- 
© tarned, thou ſi andeſt, and WILT * BIND O0D: 


* An Oath is- 
4 Binding of 


Why? That tbes mayſt get Herbs and Shoes for 4 
cal Price, tha calleſt 14 to witneſs, Do we — 


there- 


p +4075 N 
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©rherefore think we do * becauſe they are 
©not puniſhed ? This is the Lord's Mercy, not 

A Pathetical © our Deſert. Swear by thy own Child, ſwear 

Cenſure of © by thy ſelf, ſay, So let the officer keep from my 

' Oaths, _ © Sides: But thou art afraid bf thy Sides; 18 
menden „COD MORE VILE, more Contemptible 

ven in Court: © then thy Head ? Say, So may I not be blind? 

But Chriſt ſo ſpareth us, that he FORBIDS US 
c SWEAR EVEN BY OUR OWN HEAD. 

© But we do ſo deſpiſe the Glory of God, that 

che i drawn every where: Ye. know not what 

© Gog is, and with what a Mouth he ought to be 

© invocated, —_ when we ſpeak of any 

© Virtuous Man, we ſay, Waſh thy Mouth, that ſo 
mos mayſt be heedful, But now we vainly diſ- 

© tract that Honqurable Name, which i a Name 

© above every Name, which is Wonderful in all the 

© Earth, which the Devils hearing do tremble at : 
O H MOST CONTEMPTIBLE CUS-+ 
70M WHICH HATH DONE THAT! 

© Laftly, If thou halt, impoſe on any a Neceſſi. 

*ty of Swearing in the holy Houſe, haw horri- 

©ble an Oath doſt thou enjoyn, if thou doſt 
Wh what *{o? Is it that we abuſe that ſimply, this not ſo: 

Tenderncls © Ought not one even to Dread when God is na- 
1 med? But even among the Fews this Name 
— © Ewas ſo Reverend, that it was written on the Plate 

Few © of the Mitre, and none might bear thoſe Letters of the 

© Name of Cod, bu, only the High Prieſt: And now 
c alſo we ſo bear his Name tenderly, If it was 
not law ful for all to Name God ſimply, how 
great 


+: - . 
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© great Audaciouſneſs is it to call it in Witneſs ?: 
© Tell me now, how great Madneſs is it ? Behold, I Chryſoftom's"- 
ein 7. reſtifie to you, amend. thoſe Court: 0a1hs, Boldnels..., 
© and fhew- me all thoſe that dg not obey . Behold, He teſtifies 
* even in your Preſence I will command them that ae Out Mind. 
© ſet apart for the Miniſtry, the Houſe of: Prayer, and + 
* #490:1|b and ſb, THAT IT 18 NUT LAW. 
* FUL FOR ANT To SWEAR, nor otherwiſe nei. 
© her, Let him therefore be brought to me, 
© whoſoever: he be, becauſe theſe things alſo 
©ought to be done before us, becauſe ye ate 
Childrena. + Oh Shame! for, it is Confuſion 4 Mark the 
*that ye have need to be inſtruded in ſome great <cal 
© things. + Dareſt not thou chat art initiated of C.. 
touch the holy Table ? But that is yet worſe, in this place. 
thou which art initiated, dareſt thou touch the 
© holy Table, and that which it is not lawtul 
© for all the Prieſts to touch, AND So SWEAR? 
but being gone ont, thou wouldſt not touch the 
Head of thy Child; but toucheſt thou the Ta- 
© ble, and doeſt not dread nor fear ? Bring ſuch 
to me, I will ivflit a juſt Puniſhment, and 
with Joy will ſend both away with this Com- 
© mandment, Do as you liſt, 1 * Impoſe this Law, Men never 
£ NOT TO SWEAR AT ALL : What Hope à could plead 
© there of Salvation, when you ſo contemn and deſpiſe Conſcience 
© all things? Haſt thou therefore received Let · for not be- 
© ters and Badges that thou ſhouldſt loſe thy Soul? —— 
What ſo great thing haſt thou gained, as that Oatb: ma. 
* which thou haſt loſt ? Hath he r Horn : Thou ny have, to 
< haſt loſt both thy ſelf and him! But hath he not de credited 

For- Without bade. 


: Forſworn ? Even (0 tho aſt loſt, who h dri- 
ven him to tranſereſs the Comma . I w 
** This was *XP*1 this Diſeaſe from the Soul: Let ws Axiue it 
Chry/eſton,'s © now from the Court and from all Merchants & Tradeſ- 
Exhortation © men's Shops, It was a greater Labour to us, 
Now its ſaid,* do not you think, that Worldly things are cor- 
T F< reed by the Tranſgrefſings of Divine Laws: 
ont an Gab, Bill he doth not believe, faith he; for I have al- 
' © \@ heard this of ſome, wy 1 ſwear many Oaths 
c they will not believe me: Thou art the Cauſe of 
©rheie things, who ſweareſt ſo promptly and ea- 
* lily. Bw if this were not, but it were manifeſt to 
© aff, that thou wouldſt not ſwear, believe me, more 
credit mi be given to thy very BECK, then 
© thoſe who ſwear abundance of Oath, Whom 
therefore do you more believe, me that do not 
. ſweat, or them that do ſwear? 
Object. © But, ſayes he, thow art 4 Printe and 4 Biſhop. 
| © What then, if ] ſhall ſhew thee, that it is 
not this only: Anſwer me in Truth now : If 
© I had (worn alwayes, and at every ſeaſon, what = 
* Priviledge would my Principality have? No, 
c thou ſeeſt that it is not for this: What gaineſt 
E thou then, tell me now? Paul Hwngerdzand do thou 
ment 5 2 chuſe rather to Hunger then to tranſereſs any of God's 
tain the Pe. © Commandments : Why art thou ſo Unbelieving ? Sbalt 
nalty. © thou chuſe io do and to ſuffer all things, that thou 
© mayſt not ſwear,and (ba'! not be Reward thee ? But he 
Our Doct. feeds daily Forſwearers and great Swearers, ond 
rinemadeanc will, give rhte wp to Famiſh, iecanſe bon he bea. 


Axiom by t x © 
to him & Let all nen know, that NONE M 
Gegeben. f be * quote 7 
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AR THAT 185 OF. THIS CONGRE.- 
GATION, and hereby ve may be aſſured, and by 
© this Sign be diftingu:fhed from the Greeks and from 
© fl men, and not only by the Faith (or Chriltian. 
© Profeſſion.) Let us have this Mark froms heavenly 
© things, that we may ſhine with it every where, 4 
© the King's Flock, We are now known by the 
© Mouth and the Tongue, as the Barbariens, and 
they that know to ſpeak Greek, for we are diſ- 
© cerned from the Barbarians by the Tougue, Tell 
© menow,Howare Parrets known? Is it not that 
© they ſpeak like Men ? And we 4/ſs maybe known, 


© if we ſpeak like the Apoſtles, and [peak as the Angels 


© For,if any one ſay, Swe let him hear,thatChriſt 
© hath commanded, EVEN NOT TO SWEAR: 


© This ſufficeth to bring ia all Virtue. It « cer» © 


© tain Gate of Godlineſs, 4 Way bringtng on unto the 
© Love of Wiſdom (or Philoſophy) It iA certain EN. 
© exciſe (or Maſtery) Let us keep theſe things, that 
©we attain both preſent. and future good things, by 
the Grace of our Lord eſus Chriſt, with mom, to the 
* Father, with the holy Spirit, be Glory, Dominign, 
© Honour, now and forever and ever, Amen. 

+ © Theſe Precepts were becauſe of the evi 
* Depravation;, but thoſe perfect ones, to deſpiſe 
c and relinquith Riches, ſtand manfully, lay down 
thy life for Preaching 4 eſpiſe all Earthly 
©rhings z have nothing to-do with this preſent 
© Life; do good to then that unjuſtly, afflict 
© thee, if thou be defrauded, bleſi thou; if any 


© (tandcr thee, honour thou him; be over all 


M * things, 


Fd 


hy 
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— 


| Gon 

cahiggs: It was fit to hear theſ and ſuch like 
things; But now we diſcourſe cancernibg an 
*Oath, And it ij even 4s if whe a man ſhould come to 
* Philoſophy, he ſhould draw him away from thoſe hu 
8 f eachers, and make him ſpell with Letters and Syllas 
ples. | 

© Conſeder nom, what 4 Confuſion it would be for 4 
© man that hath a w.ighty Scrip, and a Staff, and 4 
© Gown io go to the Grammar · School mith Boyes, and to 
© learn the (ame things that they do; would it not be 4 
© Matter of much Laughter ? but more fr om ou; fer 
© there i not ſo great a Difference betwixi Philoſophy and 
6 the Elements of Speech, as between the Jewiſh Mat- 
ters, and Ours; but 48 much 44 is between Angels 
© and Men. Tell me nom, if any (hould call down an 
Angel from Heaven, and tell him, That be muſt ſtand 
'© rnd bear. our. Sermons, 4s if he muſt be thereby in- 
© firutted,' would it not be 4 ridiculous and confuſed 
© ching p Andif it were 4 ridiculom thing 10 be yet 
© inſtrufted by theſe 5 tell me nom how great Condens, 
nation, and bow great Confuſion were it, not to give 
« Attention, to theſe former? And how then i; it not 
« Confuſton, that a Chriſtian mf be inſirnfted, that 
« be muſt not ſwear: But let us repreſs our Affecti- 
© 0ns, that we be not more laught at. Let us 
'* now. diſcourſe — the Fewiſh Law to 
day: What « that, will he ſay ?- Do not uſe. 

« thy Mouth to Swear, nor be familiar with the 
© Holy Name. Why; For as a Servant, if he 
c be.continually 1 ſhall not be clear from 


© Marks, ſo acither he that ſweareth. . 
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n e der the Wiſcem of that Wiſe Man; He ſaid 
© not, Do not aſi thy Mind, but thy Huth; becauſe - 


© he knew it to be all of the Mouth, and which 
i eaſily amended, &c. The. Puniſhment here 
© that is oppoſed to it, tells us, that it is not Per- 
* jury, but Swearing; that. is here to be removed 
Therefore TO SWEAR IS A SIN. Ve- 
© rily the Soul is full of ſuch Wounds and Scars, 
© But if thou ſwear becauſe. he doth not believe; ſay 
© thou, Belie ve, or if thou wilt not, ſwear by thy 
<ſelf; and I do not ſay; that thou art contrary 
eto the Law-giver: Far be it; for, faith he, 
© Let your Word be YEA, YEA, and NAY, 
NA; that herein I may condeſcend to yen, and 
c bring you to thu, that I may free you from this Ty- 
© raunical Cuſlom, Will you learn hy they al» 
© lowed them of old co Swear, not to Forſwear * 


© It was becauſe they ſwore by ld Yourmaſt not 


© be confounded in theſe Laws, in which they 
« that were weak were converſant. For, if 1 now 
© take a Greek, I do net forthwith enjoyn him this; 
© but now I 44moniſh him, That Chrift muſt beknaws : 
© But 4 Beliew®r, and one who hath [tarned him, and. 
© beard, if he ſhould uſe the ſame Indulgence and Liber- 
© ty, 45 the Greek, What Profit and Advantage would 
© there be? 

« Chriſt. hath made a Law, that NONE 
<SWEAR; Teil me now what is done about 


© this Law, leſt perchance coming again, as the Hom, 10. 


* Apoſtle ſaith, I do not ſpare. ' 


We hope none will diſpute whether Chryſoſtom was an 
: M2 gainſt 


* * = 


| 


* 


Toren. Kibr. Epiſtol. part 3. Tract, 2, Epiſt. 3. Of Ole 
dence, Knowledge and Revenge. 
L II. Thou ſaidſt, it I miſtake not, That 
c on this Accourt thou mayſt juſtly reader Exul for Emil 
|<. awd onehteſt to [war wuh them that ſwear, becauſe 
© rhe Lord foretimies ſwore,and rendred Euil for Evil. 
Fir, 1 know that all things arc not fl: for 
© os, that are Servants, which arc agreeable to 
the Maſter; c. I know the Lord oftentimes 
< (wore; "who H forbidden ws to S Weggis Nor 
. muſt we rally ſpeak Evil of, or. Blaſpheme in 
«this, that he forbad another what he did him- 
s ſelf ; becauſe it may got be ſaid, the Lord 
{wore as Lord, whom none forbad to ſwear: It 
© is not lav ſul for us as Sexvants to Swear, becauſe 
ce are Forbidden by the. Law of our Lord to Swear. 
But left we ſhould ſuſter an Offence by his Ex- 
<ample,ſince the time he forbad Us to Swear, nei- 
nber did he himſelf ever Swear, &c. 
| Upon Za«qhery, Bock 2. Chap. 8. 
© 4nd * 17 4 Falſe dai I—As to the Lord's 
t commanding in the Goſpel, But 1ſay unte , 
6 Swear not at als, but let your Mord be YEA, IEA; 
*N AY, NAY: He that hall. Never Swear, can 
never 
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© never Forſwear: Bui be that. (overt let 
c him hear chat which is Written, Thou half yet 
© take the Name of the Lord thy God in « wain thing ; 
© for ©" theſe things 1 bate, ſaith the Lard, accord» | 
ing to the words of Malachy, ſaying, Aud ye did = 
64 that I bate, In Piecepts which belong to | 
* Lite, and are clcar, we ought not to eek an 
© Allegory, leſt we ſeck a Knot in Raſh, as ſayes 
© the Comicl. 
N On Feremy 4. Book 1, chap. 3. 
Ard thos ſhalt Smear the Lord live ib in Truth aud 
Righternſneſs, and Fudgment, Cs, | 
Aud how doth the Goſpel forbid us to Swear? 
© But Herc it is (aid for « Confeſſion, thou ſhale 
© Swear, and for the Condemnation. of Idols, by I 
© which 1ſraet (wore, Laſtiy, Offences arc taken I 
© away: d he ſweareth by the Lord; and 1 piong 4 
© is ſaid in the Old Teſtament, the Lord liueth, is Reaſon why © 
© an Oath, to the condemning of all the Dead, by Oaths were 
© whom all Idolatry (weareth, And it is. alſo to permitted. 
© be minded, that an Oath hath theſe.Compani» 4 
; — mew, Judgment e pow pare ir I 
«theſe be wanting, it is not Swearing , but t· For- 
© ſwearing, 1 an 
Alſo on AAatth. Book 1. chap, 3. 3 
But 1 ſay unto you, Swear net 4 all, neither by 
Heaven, Oe. 4 NN 
The Ke, had alwayes this Cuſtom of Swea- 
ring by the Elements, as the Prophet's Spe ech 
often reproves them. He that ſweareth, either 
©revercaceth or loveth him by whom he 7 
"I ©eth = 


9 Js * 
N 5 
* o a 


— = F wa KNIT L 2 1 N 
- "a [4 — . % a SITY > * 


e eth. In the Li by 3 that we muſt not 
© ſwear but by the Lord aur God. 1 
The Fews Sweariag by the Angeli, and the 
City Fersſalem, and the Temple, and the Ble. 
ments, did worſhip the Carnal Creatures with 

| This be- e the Honour and Obſervance of God. *Laſtly, 
— the, © conſider, that here the Saviour forbad hot to 
leems a wie. © (Wear by God, but by Heaven, &c.“ and this 
contradicti. © Was allowed by che Law, as to little ofies, 
on; but t hat as they offered Sacrifices to God, left they 
doubtleſs he * ſhould ſacrifice to Idols, ſo alſo they were ſuffer. 
intends it of ed to Swear by Cod; Not that they did thu rights 
et 2d Pro- * ly, but that it was better to yield that to God 
furcho Rag, then to Devils. But the Truth of the Goſpel dul 


"wag —_ not receive an Oath, fince every faithful Word i for 


Oaths were, 4 at . 


permitted. | 
n Thoſe of after Times, that in ſome reſpect allow of 
an Oath, ground moſt upon the Authority of Anguſtine, 
as he from the larger acceptation of the Word Swear and 
Oath, which he extends to that which Nazzanzen (as 
before), calls but a firm Faithfulneſs joyned to his words, 
which yet he will not admit of, but to a Paul, 4 Planter 
þ Churches, ſpeaking by the Spirit of God to them be had 
egorren in the Goſpel,;n Danger to be ſeduced by Falſe Apo 
files, and to ſleight him, 27 ſeek. a Proof of Chriſt ſpeak: 
ing in hum, compelled by them to ſeem a Fool in glorying, and 
fo driven, and no othvirwiſe, to ſeem « Swearer too, yea, 
even to an Auguſtine, and ſo to compel him (even Au- 
gnſtine) to lay, It is 4 bard Queſtion ;, I have alwayes a+ 
voided it. But though he durſt not condemn it altogether 
out of Reverence to the Apoſtle, which he thought uſed 
it, becauſe of the Form of Speech; yet to ſhew — 
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That Falſe Swearing is-Deadly ; Tur ea D _ 
ram . enly Swears Ach, who | "PI 
canivthe drcorived, 7 25 1690 


L111, And Auguſtine bim'clf. confelſeths Sn ur 
That it was uſual to alledge Chriſtianity for not h, then it. 
'© Sweating, bringing in one Saying, . & gt more dan- © 
© lawful for a Chriſtian to Swear ö when an Oath i re- getous t 
, © quiredof bim; Iam 4 Chriftian , it is not lawful wear then 
to ſwear. W 2h anetoning the Un- _— IO 1 
lawfulneſs, he. ſaith, „It is well that God hath jc... bor 4 
* forbidden men to Swear, leſt by Cuſtom of-ie (ĩnaſ. People Days 
c much as we ate apt to Miſtake) we commit they ace 
© Perjury. There is none but Cad can * ſafely Swear, bound to ce 
on + of Fe uſe t. * 1 
And ia that very Book, which is alleged 
ſot it, he. ſaith, 7 y unte v, S W E AR de mende. 
NOT AT, ALL, left by Swearing ye come to 4 * 
© Facility of Swearing; from 4 Facility to aCuftons,- -_ 
© 2nd from 4 Cuſftom ye fall into Perjury. But it any 
think that Book makes moſt for them, let them 
conſider the Author hath retracted it; for What = 
Cauſe let himſelf ſpeak in the end of his Book 2 eum 
of }RetraF ations For ſure, , that which re 
have here cited out of it, agreeth with his o- N 
* which contain much mere to this 
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Verb. "Whore 1 | anlde LAT c huſe Fo 
& vi i een to 
ad Ante ga Urn the Brink of a Precipice, or far 
—_—_— * from it? I think far from it. So he which 
— 28. © ſwears, walks in the Border, and walketh winb un- 
c ſure Feet, becauſe humane: If thou ſtumbleſt, 
© down thou goeſt; if thou falleſt, down thou 

© * If it be- ©goelt, | 
longs tothe We would fain know, if a moſt Auguſ Ad of God's 
Righteoul Worſhip be nigheſt the Pit's Brink, or fartheſt from it? 
neſs of the for there all ought to chuſe to walk; in whoſe Way they 
Kingdom of that walk, walk fafely ; their Place is fure, their 
” Heaven, Not Foot · ſteps ſhall not fide, but the Wicked's Feet are in 


to Swear, ſlippery Places, where Anga fine [#ys,Swearcrs walk, 


then what | 7 

will become Conſider what he faith on thoſe words of 
| of thoſe that Chriſtin M. 5, © It is the Righteouſneſs of the 
- not only « Phyriſees,not to Forſwear z This he confirmeth, 
— — 1 © who forbiddeth to ſwear, which * belongeth to the 
ment of Nielreouſneſi of the Kingdom of Heaven: For, as 
wear nor at he which doth not ſpeak, cannot ſpeak a Lye, 
© all, but teach ſo he cannot Forſwear, which doth n Swear. 
men ſo to He goes on to excuſe Paul, and ſayes, © That an 
do? nay,pu- © Oath is not among good things, but among f evil 

(h f. , a : . : 

= — * things, aud uſed for the Infirmity of others, 
dhe gels which 5s Evil, from which we pray, that we 
Lxangelical may be daily delivered. T3 wired. 
Doctrine. But there is this to be ſaid for Auguſtine, and ſome o- 
* t Then cer: thers after him, that he and they write not clearer in a 
© tainly they Point fo conſtantly maintaincd ; His Horiton then was 
are to be re- Over-calting apace. Apoſtary, as à mighty Torrent, 
jected of did not only ſwell and beat againſt the Simplicity of the 
true Chriſti. Chriſtian: Doctrine and Diſcipline; but like an Unruly 
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and impetyous Sea brock de Banks of "rink 
Society, and made way forall fort of | 5 


ly latereſt & Fraud ; chat, to ſay" no more then he did, was 
| the Cenfure of the i 


to incur, of the Grendees of his Age, 
who had joyn'd Earthly Policy to Chriffias-Religion, aud 
calt off the Bleſſed Yoak of their i fo 


ſwim in the Delicious Liberty of the World: A Tn 
full of ſuch Circumſtances as ſeem d to conſpirę the Re- 
turn of Oaths, that were not dead, but retired only: For 
as men grew Falſe and Diftruſtful,Truth became Vanden. 
ſom, and Tea and Nay no Security with them; and 
therefore declin d, or rather exil d them their Government; 
Old Judaiſm or Gentiliſm pleas d them better. Tas 
harder Living that Watchful Life that was ſufficient to cre- 
dit a Tea or Nay, then to take an Oath, that dependeth 
upon the ſaying of ſo many Words only: This was 
conſiderable, — made Swearing then, and continues it 
grateful to our very Times. But ſad it is, that Obs rid 
thus in Late, while Ju tegrity went Barefoot, and Evan. 
gelical Tea and Nay turn d off for a Non. ſuſficienty and 
that too, not without Fines, Priſons, and a great deal of 
Reproach. However, we mult acknowledge, that the 
Gravity and Chri/tian Care of this Perſon, and other his 
— —— — in not only diſſwading, but de- 
. terring thoſe Ages from the Brink, (for fo he calls Swear. 
ing at all) and turning their Faces after the Women, now 
on her Flight into the Wilderneſs During all which Time, 
the Witneſſes, though fe weſt in Number, and myſticatly 
cloathed in Sack-cloth, forbore not to propheſie even in this 
Particular. ; 

And we hope, having no certain Knowledge to the con- 
ds that moſt of them, at leaſt that were Men fearing 
God, and ſerving him according to what they knew and in 
that Manner they were perſwaded was moſt acceptable to 
him. And as Jrenau ſaid of the Poets and Philoſophers, 
Theſe Men, every one ſeeing that which was connatural from 
Part of the 1 ſpoak, excclentiy, — 

w 


9 77 1909 Sb. 
where rig ht and conſiſtent with themſelves, they are ours, 
Iren, lib.5.cap, 18. So we ſincerely declare-of Men dif. 
fering from us, that as we deſire the Gaad of af, ſo we can 
on che G ocd in all, and the Truth in all, and receive it from 
them, though in other Reſpetts our Adv erſaries; and would 
have all to do the like with us and each other: And how- 
reit our Adverſaries may have hard Thoughts of ſome of 
th: Perſons our Matter leads us to inſtance, as Men in- 
tereſſed in the Doctrine and Practices of ' thoſe darker 
Times they lived in, and of us for making Uſe of ſuch for 
Authoritics ;, yet we hope they would alſo judge it an bard 
and very cruel Thing to repute them utter C- u. And 
though we know that Men differ wittin themſelves, and- 
all of them more or leſs from the Truth yet ſince there may 
be ſome Truth and Sincerity, we cannot but acknowledge 
and embrace : And we hope, the Reaſons and Authority s | 
of others they bring, and the — — and Confeſſions 
they make, may, and indeed ought to be of Weight in that 
Point, at leaſt to ſhew, that it is no new, ſtrange or pnreaſo- 
nable Thing for vs to refuſe Oatlu. And though ſome might 
v ith a Mixture of Sup r/t:10n and W:1ll-worſhip, undertake 
and maintain that Strictneſs and Preciſeneſs, which ſome 
of the holy Ancients by the Spirit of Truth were led to 
practiſe (the ancient Hiſt ries of whom, from Eye-wir. 
Euſeb. Pam. neſſer, as the Word ſignifies, of ſome of them, we in a 
Socr. Schol. great Part believe) And ſome later moredEnlightened and 
Evasr, &c. Zealow Men, taking Offence thereat, but eſpecially at the 
| Hypecriſie and Abomination, palliated by ſuck fair Preten- 
ces, have ſtreined much in Oppoſition to that Evangelical 
Dotrinezyet is the Doctrine nevertheleſs a Truth in ãt ſelf, 
Nor can we believe that all that were accounted Hcretichs, 
were out ofthe Catbolick, or Univerſal Church; for the 
| Word C«tholxkHgnifies Univerſal, containing all that are 
Theſ. 1. 1. in the Church (that is in God the Father of the Lord je. 
ſus Chriſt) in all Times, and thoſe were not all of the ſame 
Phil. 3. 15. Mind in all Things, as may be read in the Holy Scriptures, 
and alſo in Euſubm and other Eccleſi-ſtical iſtorje where 
M 
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ward was made a Biſho the Charity of c briftiens 1 was ſo 
E 1 | 

Martyrdom, that are commended or excuſed by Exſcbins ; Ex/eb. Eccl. 
* particular that dyed with Polycarpia 


dle pins called Marcie vices, - See allo the begin l. 4-6. 134 1"2 


A 
ease cighth Book concerning the Divſſans among 
the that afterward ſuffered forche Toftimony of the Ut, 
verſal or Catholick Trath; nor can we receive their Judg- 


ment, that branded thoſe with the Name of ier le, fu. 'Pelazin e 
lagian;, &c, who denycd Swearing in thoſe declining 4. Britrain,an. 


ger, and ſuppreſſed their Works under that Name and Af 400. wrote 
perſion only ; not allowing them to ſpegk for themſelves Notabte 


to us of latter Times, + Books,faith | 


We ſee how unjuſtly we ourſelves are aſperſed in almoſt Senzaide, 
every Doctrine we hold, and that under Pretence of 
God; particularly, with feeking to work our Satvarior ſoon aſter 
by our own Power, and when they have made ns this Belief, him 
they beſtow Pola ianiſin upon it (for Fathers wares. my 
to name a = Children) whereas _ other P =. 8 
we eſpecially diſclaim our own Abiiry, and wait to be re- 
newed and guided by the Spirit of Chriſt, and to be found 
in his Righteouſneſs, and therefore on the other hand r 
ted Phanaticks, Enthuſiafts, ec, and mocked for 
moved by the Spirit, following the Light, &c. But let their 
Example or Authority be as it will, or however they were 
in other Reſpetts, the Doctrine of the ancient promiteve 
Fathers, and Practice of that Church, as alſo the Doctrine 
of famous Hen among themſelves, neither of which Sort 
dare they co — 4 Heretic h, do ſufficiently defend 
them from the Aſperſion of Hereſie in that Particular: And . 
ſo we ſhall come to our remaining Tefimonies, it being our 
Buſineſs, not to raaintain every one of their 2 tr 
wecitt; but this Doctrine of Swear not at all, to have 
tae Voice of ſeveral Azes to confirm it, 
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Dierence in ome — though on wh 
ifference in ſome Things. _ Sy e Euggr. 1. 
not the Reſurri&ion, was 222 : | "ary ph A 
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ſerving who lived |. 
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The ancient Waldenſcs, ta have continued Un- 
cerrapted with the Groſneſs of the Apoſtacy, ever ſince the 
Apoſtles Times (ſee their Hiſtory in P. Perin, S. More- 

land and Pp Uſher de Sacct ſ.) we have good Cauſe to ſay, 
| wenyed the t aleng of any Oath in what Senſe the Primitive 
See Baroni · Chriſtiaas and Fathers refuſed, and that was altogether, 
#4, an. 13 10. Sure, their Enemies charg d them with it for above three 

Job. walden hundred Years, and we cannot find they then denyed the 
againſt John Charge: We ſuppoſe none will attempt to prove they did; 
Wick/zf and Though one of our Adverſarics joyns with theirs, tradu - 
Waldenſes, eing them for Perjurers, and with them abuſes that worthy 

Reiner. Rub. and learned Man Zp, T ſher, who defends them from that 
Capitan, improbable and contradictory Aſperſion, of Lying and For · 
. Widford, ſwearing, and yet of Denying te. Swea; ;, who ſayes, tha 
Gui Carmel, they were as far from Lying and Forlwearing, as their Enc- 
I . Hiſtor. ie: were” from Mod. / and I ruth, which did appear in 
Pelag. I. 5 5.2 that they were charg d by them, Nor to ſwear at all: Peruſe 
Bp. Leer, that part of his Book de Sucteſſiune, where he treats of them; 
dg Succeſſ. and where alſo you may read of their Succeſſion, how that 

the Syrians & Armenian came out of the Eaſt into Thres 

cia, thence in proceſs of Time into Bulgaria and Sclavornia, * 

thence into /taly and Lumbardy, and were called by ſeveral 

Names, of ſeveral People, or at ſeveral Times, as Mani- 

ckees, Waldenſes, Albingenſes,Cathari orPuruans,Patrins, 

Fablicans, Humiliati, &c. who were charged with denying 

Swearing ;, And how that ſeveral of the berter ſort of 

the Clergy, and ef the nobler Laity (who refuſcd the 

| Preſent Uſe of Bapri/-mand the Lord's Supper) were barre 

de under the Name of Manichees, Suarez alſo reckonvup 
e Juramen- the Carbariſts, Alba, Bagneld, and others which Prarcolus 

tis, l. i. c. 1, 2. and Caſtro relate, the Waldenſes , the Anabaptiſts, &c. 

And which Jan ſenius alſo out of Auguſtine, Epiſt. 89. the 

Pelagians out of Hilary Syracuſanus, Epiſt. 88. Bernard 

homil. 69. on Cant. The Fathers, ſayes he, ſeem to favaur 

this Opinion, eſpecially Baſil, hom. in Pſal. 14. Chryſoſtom 

hom, 19. 78. ad popul. and 17. n Mat And Theophylact 

on, Mat, 5. Origen Tratt 35. Mat. Tertullian de _ l 

em, 
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Clem. Rom. 1.6: ce ere, Makdonas an Aer 5 
em. Rom. J. 6. Cor 7 . 


not far off that Ojinion, Here the Herericks, as accounted, 
and the Fathers are reckoned vp together, as holding the 
ſame Opinions: Sure in this they were not Herericks , for 
then the Fathers ſhould be condemned with them, and 
called Heret:cks too, as well as they, or elſe theſe Men are 
partial and contradictory. 

On Far, 5, of the words of the Apoſtle, 
thus, Ser. 30.. Perhaps it is meet for the Lord 
alone to ſwear, who cannot forſwear, And fo 
he goes on to ſhew-how hard it is for men to avoid 
Perjury. . 570 
Ins Serm. 3. 4d competemtes : Let them not on- 
Ay abſtain from Perjury, burfrom Sweuring; be. 
*cauſe he doth not Lye who (ith, 4 man Swear- 
ing wuch, (ball not depæyt from Iniquity, and the 
© Plagne ſhall not depart ; hu Houſe, Eccleſ, 23. 


But if it were an Auguſt Act of the Worſhip: of 
God, he would on the contrary have exhorted at leaſt, if 
not commanded them to ſwear, which we never read 
any Command for, but in Oppoſition to Idols, even 
in the time of the Old.Teſtament-Writings, as the 
Teſtimonies before alledged declare, and in the time of 
the New, no Command at all ; but on the contrary, 'a 
Prohibition by the Lord himſelf, and another by his Apo- 
file, nor any Example; for that of Pauls was but an 
Aﬀeveration, as by the Teſtimonies already produced, 
and to be alledged appears: For befides thoſe of the Fa- 
ther: and other Doctors, of late Bp. Ro. San der ſen in his 
Oxford Lectures, ſhows, that i ſometimes uſed in the 
Form of an Oath which # no Oath; and ſo he defendeth 
Joſeph from breaking God's Command, that is, not to 
have ſworn ſo; and therefore not to have ſinned, > to 

3 ve 
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Atgreeing have uſed an Aſſeveration, 2s if he bad ſaid, « ſure 
with Chry- Pharaoh /iverb ye are Spes: So n. a) Faul be defended 
ſeſtom. againft the ing Chriſt's Command, as if he had ſaid, 
2 as ſure as ye, or #5 ſome Greek Copies haveit, We Re- 
|; joyce in Chriſt Feſws : For „, which they tranſlate, I pro- 
reſt by, hath ſometimes the ſame ſignification that , yes, 
hath, as. may be ſeen in Scepula ; For he ſayes, „ (tran+ 
lated, I proteſ by) is a Particle, ſometimes of granting 
and «ffirming';, lometimes it is put for vcrilh, indeed; and 
he interprets „ by the fame word, which is tranſlated 
yea, which Scapula ſaith, is alfo ſometimes uſed in Swea- 
ring, and cites Ariſtophanes and Nenophon for it: And 
that ys is uſed alſo in Compoſition» ſor affir ming, as in 
e profuſus, laviſping; which cannot fignific Swea» 


ring. 0 
And how eaſily migtt the Tranſcriber, through that 

common Uſe, alter a Letter, being of the — 
tion, ſeeing in that vefy Verſe, in ſome Copies, there is 
not only in another word an A'teration of a Letter / 
& vubTiqa;y OUT. and your 2 but in another word five Let- 
ters, dm9crioxe & amivicroe, referring it to the Verſe 
before;yea,1 whole Word of Seven Letrers added, ene. 
And of about Thirty Greek Copies there are not Two of 
them that agree, but they interfer, ſome in one place, 
ſome in another; inſomuch that there are Thouſands of 
various Readings, which many of the ancient Fathers di- 
verlly follow, ſome one, ſome another. Ses the (various 
Lections) Vari Lettiones Grec, Nov. Tefb. in Bp. Wal- 
tens Polyglot, wl.6. alſo the Preface and Beza's Epiſtle 
therein : And conſider how hard a thing it is to conſtrue, 
limit, and lay the Interpretation of the Sayings of Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles, and the Weight of a Doctrine, and that 
as men would avoid Penalties too, upon a Letter . (which 
yet alters not the r ) upon Credit of the 
Tranſeribers, eſpecially in Paul's Epiſtles, wherein Peter 
ſa yes, many things are hard to be wndirſteedy, and wre. 
fed by the Unlearned, which he muſt needs intend in ſuch 


Learning 
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Learning as he himſeif had, and that was not of Worldly * 
Academy ; but from the Holy Spirit. And theſe 
words, which are joyned with that Particle, are not ſuch 
wordyus men uſe in Swearing, but for a Ground of his 
Fidelity, and a Remedy againſt their Incredulity, and 
queſtioning of the Weight of kis Aſſertions, amongſt whom 
other Teachers were preferred, and who compelled him 
to ſpeak as 4 Fool, he ſays, even to commend himfelf, So 

that it is not ſtraage if rv them, and not to other 
he uſed ſuck ſorcible Aſſeverations from the Teſtimony 
that they had of him, of the Truth aud Work-of Chriſt ip 
lm, and the Record thereof upon his Soul, and his. Joy 
therein, that he ſpoak th: Truth to them, and did not 
lye; ſo that le brings his Perfections againſt their Impei . 
fections, to gain Belief, which can amount to no more 
then a Voluntary Condeſcenſion for the time being, and 
cannot prove or countenance a Compulſory, Fromiſſory, 
Forma, Ceremonial Oath to be exacted or taken up for 
the future. 

But Mark, that the word Oarh, or Sweer, uſed both hy 
Chrif and the A poſile James in their Prohibition, is never 
uſed by Paul in his Aﬀeverations, neither doth he ever 
apply it to the Brethren ;, bat ſpeaking to them of the 
Oath that was in old time, and of men (indefinitely) 
that uſe to ſwear, he ſaith, Men ſwear, and to them an 
Qath is for C * ee that is, as among the Few; and 
Heathen ;, he doth not ſay to Vs, or to Tan; or We, or 
Ye ſwear, who are not in Striſe, which, if had that been 
true, it night have ſtood the prefent Ouh Advocates in 
ſtead + So that ſuch as will have it, that Paul ſwore, muſt 
bring the word ſweer, or Oath, to prove it; But if they 
could, his Example chen were not enough to invalidate to 
us now the Command of Chriſt, for the Abaliſhing of 
Sweating, no more then his [having his Head at Cen- 
chrea, becauſe he had a Vow ; or his parifying himſelf in 
the Temple, and ring with the four cu that had a 
Yow ;. or his circumeciſing of Timat hy, becauſe of the ., 

can 
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tn warrant us to the Obſervation of thoſe legal Rites 
and Ceremonies, which ſo long ſince are not only dead, 
but dad, as the Fathers and Bp. Sanderſon diſtinguiſh 
about them. And thoſe that would therefore bring in 
Swearing and Yows, might under the ſame Colour, bring 
in . ban and circummciſing too. 


L. 1. c. 15. LIV. 1SIDORUS PELUSIOTA Who as 
x Euagrius Scbol. writes, lived at the lame time 
with Cyrill, and that the Fame of his Sayings 
and Doings was ſpead far and near, and rite in 
every man's Mouth, that He led an Earth the 
Life of añ Angel, and wrote many notable Works, 
amongſt which are his Epiſtles, in one whereof 
he writcth againſt String thus; © If thou art 
«© of our Flock, and art ordered under a good 
Shepherd, deny the Nature of Wild Beaſts, 
tand obey his Voice that Forbiddeth to Swear AT 
© ALL, Moreover not to Swear is, not to require an 
© Oath of another: Now, if thou wilt not ſweat, nei- 
Not to © ther require thou an Oath of another, for two 
require an © Cauſes either becauſe he who is asked loves 
Och by any Truth, or on the contrary to Lye : If the man 
—— ol an- < ſpeaks Truth uſually, he will alwayes ſpeak Truth 
order man. c without an Oath, but if he is a Lyar, he will Lye, 
© though he Swear : Therclore for both theſe Cau- 

© ſes, one onght not to require an Oath, 


Ep. lib. 1. 
Epiſt. 155. 


On Mat. 5. LV. CHROMATIUS, Biſhop of Agquileia, 
about or not long after that time, upon theſe 
words, But I ſay unto you, S$irear not at all, para- 
phtaſeth thus; The Law {Caith he) given by 


Moſes, 


=— 
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"Moſes received a Growth, Proficiency or Fe- 
* fefFion by the Grace of the Doctrine 7 0 
© Gol In the Law it was ce > not 
© to Ferſwear; but in the Goſpel NOT TO 
SWEAR :- Which very thing heretofore 
the Holy Ghoſt did premeditate that Salama 
*ſhonld command or. teach, ſaying, - Let wot thy 
* Month wſe to- Ser. And again, As a Servant 
© beaten continually, is not leſſened from the 
£ Paleneſs of his Stripes; ſs every one that 
© ſweareth, ſhall not be purg'd from Sin. Where+ 
© fore it f not meet for us to Swear AT ALL * For, 
* what need is there for aay of us to Swear, 
© ſecing that it is not at all -E AWFUL FOR HS 
©70 LTE, whoſe Words ought always to be ſo 
© True, ſo very Faithful, that they may be accounted 
+ for ub. And therefore the Lord not only 
© forbids us to Forſwear, BUT EVEN TO 
E AR; that we may not ſcem to ſpeak 
Truth ONLY when we iwearz That we 
© not think that thoſe whom he hath appoin 


to be True in all their Speech, may have Liber-, _ 

*ty to Lye without an Oath: For this is the 

© Cauſe of an Oath, Becauſe that 1 one who 7 5, 
a 


© {weareth, doth ſwear to this End, 


* 
. * 


t he will bee | 


© (peak that which is true, and therefore the an Oath. 


«Lord would have no Difference to be betweep 
© their Oath and their Word : Becauſe 4s in an Oath 
& there ought to be us Perfidionſneff,, ſo in aur Wards 
© there ought to be no Lye, in that both Perjury and 
© Lying is condemned by the Puniſhment of the 
7 2 Ss. * Judg- 


(tos) 5 
Judgment of God, ſeeing the Scripture: ſaith, 
© The Month which Lyeth Riffeth the l: Therefore 
© whoſoever ſpeaketh Truth, Iwearetk; be⸗ 
*canſe it is written, A Faithful Witneſs doth wat 
© Lye, And therefore holy Scripture (not with- 
* 0ur Cauſe) often relates, h- God bath ſworn, be. 
t canſe wharſcever is ſpoaken of God, Who is 
true, and cannot lye, is counted for an Oath, 

_ *becauſe all which he ſpeaks is true Now , 
* we find God ſometimes ſwearing, but it is fot 
the Per fidiouſneſs of the Fewyſb In fidelity; who 
think that all Truth conſiſts in edit of 
tan Oath;  Thefcfore alſo God would ſwear, that 
© they who would not truſt God ſpeaking, might 
©rruſt him when he ſwore : Therefore our Lord 
© ſaith, Te have heard it ſaid of old, Thou ſpalt not 
© Forſwear 4 Byt I ſay unto you, SWEAR NOT AT 
*ALL, Cc. 


On,Dewr.6. L VI. THEODORET on Det. 6. pag. 57. 
* Why doth the Law command, that they thould 
A ſmart and * ſwear by God ? Leſt they ſbouid ſwear by falſe Gods: 
trye.nſwer.* For he ſuid the ſame by the Propher, / thou 14- 
 *keft the; Nanres of Baalam out of thy Mouth, and 
I ſpalt ſwear, The Lord hveth wth Truth: And here, 
- © when he had ſaid, T, on ibals fear the Lord thy Cod, 
© 2nd bim only ſhalt tho ſerve, and (halt cleave 0e 
©h;m and hilt (near by bis Name, be ſubjoy ned, 
© Te ſhall not w ik „ter other or (range. Cods, which ß 
C zxe of the Gods of the Nations, which are round - 
* bout %. Tyra faith the ſame, 
| L V J I, 7 
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an Oath. 

L VIII ohannes be arallel. 
Ib. 3. cap: 1 A e of. one 
Mila, agaiaſt 2 7 2. Thera was one nam d 
NILUS in egypt, 4 artyr, menrion'd by Es- 
ſebius. Another Bilhop of Conflantinople , 958. | 
ken of by Socrates, both. very famdus; the words , 
are theſe: ( i, ut ofitable to Smear, but. very — — 

© permicious, And execrable and abominable : Where: r 
e fore bereafter male au Eud of , Sweiring 1 Ow * 
Juch thing, as that thy Tougec of ſe oaths. Ia the 
ſame place he alledgeth Teſtimonics out of F. 
*Chryſoſtom, Hom, 13. 4d Populune Ant ioc henum. 


el. CYRILL, whom *Zvagrize Scholaft. On Ted 
ſtyles Renows'd, in his Commentary on Jeremy 
he 27 Ne. ſhall ſwear, the _ * 
and in Fudement ,and in Rigbteouſneſ; ſait et 
* look, who ſwear, — we do not (wear i wn 2 
ment, but without Judgment; ſo that ort 
« Darhs arc by Cuſtom AT Bl then.) 2 1 
we are laſhed therefore, and the * „ 
eving that ſame thing, ſaith, and if be ſhaf | 
* the Lord livtth in Truth, in 2 udz- 
* ment: For we know it is ſaid ia tbe Goſpel bo 
the Lord unto his Diſciples, But I ſay unte y9u,that © bt 
jon Swear NOT AT LL, But let us con ſider 
* alſo this Saying, 1 Op ane, both, Halt, 


| Cyril. See. 


Catena. 65. 
Gr. Parr, 
on Luk, 1. p. 
23 2 


Avonſtine.. 


da Eccl/.8, 


Dr Pſal. 94. 


concerning the Word of the Oath of God, but 


9 4. 
5 
89 - 
- 


" eberewarded? Fot, perhaps, it Hrfl Vehoverh | 
* toſwear in Truth, in Judgment, and in Righte- 
© ouſneſs; and after one hath made Proficiency, 


' be way. be made. worthy NOT TO SWEAR 
AT ALL, but may have YEA, not needing 
© Witneſſes that IT Is SO; und may hive NAY: 
© ot needing Witneſſes that IT IS VERILY NOT 
© 50, 

And ayes Cyril further, Let none becauſe 
che hears that God fwore to Abraham, uſe to 
© (wear : For, as that which is called Wrath in 
© God, is not Wrath; nor doth it ſignifie a Paſſi- 


con, but a Puniſhing Power, or ſome ſuch like 


Motion; ſe neither is Swearing SWEARING:: 
© For, Cod doth not Swear 4 but ſhews the Centain« 
© ry, that what he faith ſhall come to paſs, cer- 
© rainly : For the Oath of God s his ewn Word, 
©flling the Hearers, and making every one be. 
CHeve, that what he hath promiſed and -ſaid, 


© ſhall ſurely come to pals. 


LX. CASSIODORUS, on Pſalm 94. faith, 
Hence it is, that men are forbidden to ſwear, 
© becauſc by their own Power they cannot per. 
©form their Promiſes, This Caſſodorus was Fä- 
mous about the year 300. 


LXI. OLTMPIODORUS was alſo Famous 


about the ſame time, who on Eccl. 8. ſaith thus, 
© Keep the Mouth of the King, and do not ſtudy 


80 


Pr 


90 {ht Hom the Face of it, vis. f Oak, 
that is, Reff ain and depart from it, and ds. not AT 
* ALL" endure to take an oth intothy Nanth. 


L XI. 1STDORWS HISPALENS IS was famous 
aboqr that time, and-liv\d with him they call d . 
Gregory; who diſliked the bringing in the Title of - 
Haverſal Biſhop, and alſo the Uſe of Swegring * 1; ys | 
Words are theſe, © Many are ſlow' to believe which Chap.'s 
© are moved at the Belief of the Ward : But they do grie- 
c 1 2 offend, who compel th: nity Swear that ſpeak to 
© them, | Wass 2 N, 


L X FH. -ANTIOCHRS ſud to be à Man famous 
for Holineſs & Learning, living in Faleſſine about 
the time of Heracliu, the Emperor, that was about 
the Year 614. Ia his Pande#:r ot Scripture, Hom.62. 
concerning Swearing ſaith thus in the Greek (which 
ſees foe rhe Caine Tranflation is in ſome things 
imperfeR) The old Law, as giving Laws to Chil- 
*dren, which for their Age were not capable of 
© more holy Doctrine, not unſeaſonably commands, 
To Swear nothing to their Neighbour in Deceit; 
© But #4 0ur Lord and Saview tommandeth, No Jo 
<SWEAR AT ALL, neither ont of Seaſon, nor in 
© Seaſon; for he ſaith to us, Let your YEA be Y FA, 

0 of the Evil. , | | 191 
And ſaich he to the firſt People of a Stuff Merk, 

© commanded, 7 hou batt not ſorſwear, but ſbal per- 

© farmi thy Vows 'wnto the Lord, as to them that were 
Hard- 


© Had-heatted and Di 920 It to me. e 50 
© that helicve in me, is be 1 haue given Powen $0 be. 
© come the Sous r Gd, that are born gain of the holy Spi- 
crit, I command, NOT TO SWEAR AT ALL, 
c neither little, wor great ont; | that 4 Difference 
© may plainly appear who are Baſtardi, and bo tre Sons, 

Let us therefore, Dear Friends, feat him, who hath 
fyonchſafed us ſo much Honour, even the Tera and 
c gather, with all Fear, as ſincere ingenuous Ser- 
cyants let us keep his Commandments, NOT. To 

' SWEAR AT ALT, leſt he lay as in . 1. I lave 
© nouriſh d and brought up Children, and they have re- 
© hell d againſt me: Let's not be Sleighters and De- 
* ſpiſers of this Commandment of the Lord; for 
© thoſe things that ate ſaid and done without an Oath, 
© are more credited by Men, and more plcafing to 
God. 5 0 11 TOW 


LXIV. In the next Century, A D. A, an Fn2lifh 

Beda mn Ep. man, the moſt famous of thoſe Dayes, and ſty l d 
Jam. c. 5. rencrable, in his Expoſition upon theſe words, Be- 
fort all things, my Brethren, ſwear not, Cc. ſaith, 

Becauſe he deſires entirely to draw out the dead- 

ly Poiſon of che Tongue in his Heaters, he forbad 

to detract or flander any man, or to judge his 
Neighbour, who forbad to grieve in Adverſities, 
chic h are open Sins ; he adds this alſo (ſceming 

light to ſome) that he may take away the Cu- 

om of Suearing For that this alſo is not to be 

*efteem'd a light matter, plainly appears to them, 

that carefully conſider that Sentence of * „ 

| , where 


- (ſairh he) © Lreſtrain yon from the Fault of Spegring, | 


tions or ſelect Colletions of Egbert, Arch Biſhop of York, 200. 


* N f —_ 2 ; * 
here he faith ,0/ every, 14 | 

* ſpeak; they ſhall give g | 
[That ye fall not into Condemnation. } 


wet £7 
* 

#74 

0122/2 


© teſt by Swearing frequently true things, ye fa 

* ſometimes alſo inte Forſwearing; bur ſtand ſo 
«far from the Vice of Forſ wearing, that you will mas 
* Swear neither, but by the greateſt Neceſſity. But 
© ke alſo falls under Mees of Gullt, who al- 
though he ne ver Forſwear, yet ſweartth true oftener 
\rhen there s need z namely, e offend in the ver 
p 17 85 of 5077 875 Wow and eoffnder 
the Judge, which for every unprofitable; - . -. , 
© Word and OH. * Nes is 


From this chief man among the En9/iſb of that time, it 
is manifeſt that this was the Doctrine they then held, as fur- | 
ther appears from #/.Spelaxen,that Jearg'd Engliſh Knight, Spelm, Brit. 
in his Book of Hrittiſh Gouncils,Canons, & c. in the Exvep- Council, pe - 


Artic. 19. That no Prieſt wha: ſocuer may [wear an Oath, 
but let lim ſprak, all things ſimply, in Purity ond Truth. 
And in the ſame Author and Council, Art. 18. the chief of 
Monaſteries,Pricſts c Deacons ſhould lay (wirt S- 
r:n; ) when they were to purge and clear themſelxes, only 
thus, I fpcak;be Truth is Ch, I bye %kt. + 
And in pag. 259 In Exglard at the Council of Bergbam- 
ſtd about the Year 750, Artic. 17. Tat «B:ſhop or 4 King 
Word or Affirmation without an Qath is wrefragable. 
This agrees with Blaftaris Cavons above mention d. 
And at this Day in ſome Countries, as the Eliforal Arch- 
Biſb ps in Germany, of Colen, Mentz and Tricrs, and many 
Noble Men in their Station, ſpeak wrhous an Oath, upon 
thur i10408/y Cc, : 
Certainly 


On the Re- 
ve lat ions, P. 
196. 


Cbriſtians in their Spiritual Station rs Swear, as Chryſc 
je S 


, Gertajnly then it is cb een the . of true 
Ancients have well 


* 


LXV. HAIMO lived about £40, who on 
the. Revelations ſaith, * That itslawful only for 
© Men and Angels to ſmear , but to Men it is forbidden. 


LXVI. A1Mz3ROSIUS ANSBERTUS, Gallus 


.Presbyter : Seeing the Load cohibits the Faith- 


© ful from every Oath, ſaying, Swear not at al, 


© neither by Heaven, ccc. but let your Tea be Tea, and 


© 10wr Nay, Ney; what abounds more then them 
© is from the Evil - Who ſtretcheth out his Hand 
© to Heaven, and ſweareth by him that liveth 
forever, Are not his Sayings and Actings ſer for 


© Examples for Believers to imitate ? hut only 


in that men are often deccived by an Oath z but 
che, whois the Truth, never is deceived; for 


che wonld not have prohibited men from an Oath 


c if he had not known Sin to be in it : For, what 


do we underſtand to be figured by the Hand of 


© the Angel, unleſs (as before noted) a Diſpen- 


ation of Redemption of Mankind ? For, his 


© Hand is the Operation of our Salvation; al. 
© though alſo, if ir may be ſo ſaid, the ſame Son 
ebe his Right-Hand, as when the Word of the 


© Father ſpeaketh, he ſheweth that he is the 
Word of the Father. 


LXVII. 


4 : 4 3 - 4 „ 
* - <F 2 © * . > * 2 — De 9 N IT 
R * | #: „ 
o 


Famous; being as it were their Apoſtle, in bis 


2 , N FL WEED 
S *< * } 
* 


XVIII. THEOPHYLACT, Arch-Bi- 
ſhop of the Bu/g«rians, whom ſome place in the 
Ninth Century, others after; to be ſure v 


Comment on Mar. 5. faith, © To ſwear, or ad- | 
jure more to Yea or Nay, is of the Devil.“ He makes 
© Morcover (ſayes he) if thou ſhouldſt ſay, The Cath fer- 
© the Law alſo given to Moles was evil, becauſe it rom- Hot leaſt in 
© mandeth to ſwear, Learn, that then it was not — 5 
Evil to ſwear ; but after Chriſt, it in Evil, as al- 4 3 
c ſo to be circumciſed , and in brief, whatſoever imperfect, & 
© is * Fewiſh: For, it is convenient for a Child to permitted 
© ſuck , but not at all for a Man. tothe cw. 
in Conde- 
LXIX. Barnard; © The Truth needs not ſcenſion. 

© an Oath, De modo bene vivendi, Ser. 32, De 

per jurio. A Faithful Word holds the Place of 

an Oath, as he cannot Lye whodoth notSpeak, 

* ſo he cannot Forſwear who doth not undertake 

© to Swear : grounded on Matthew 5, 


LX X. PASCHALIUS RATBERTUS on Mar. 

5. re have heard, &c. In this place, as alſo ev 
© wherein thoſe things, the Perfection in Righte- 
couſneſs is renew d for by what every one ſwears, 
© he either worſhips, loveth or fears it; Therefore 
© by the Law, for the carnal People it was lawful 
© to (wear by God, and this was allow'd as to little 
Ones, that as they offer d Sacrifices to God, leſt 
they ſhould offer them to Idols; ſo alſo it was pers 
— P © mitted 


ne) | 
© micted to them to ſwear by God: Not that they 
© did this well; but becauſe it was better to give it 
c to God then to Devils. 


LXXI. o HO BRUNFELSIUS on Mat. 3. 
But let your Word be Tea, cc. That is the Duty of 
© a Chriſtian man, to be ſo ſure in his Words, that 
being Uaſworn he ſurpaſs any Few or Heatben, 
< {wearing by all his holy Things, namely in theſe 
bare Words only, Tea, Tea; Nay, Nay: Such Faith- 
© fulneſs & Conſtancy is commended in good men 
© by prophane Authors; Read Sexeca, Cicero, Vale- 
© rice Maxim us. | 

© But thou wilt ſay, I ſbal rot be truſted, wrleſs I 

© ſwear : Even ſo it is permitted by the Popes, to}ſwear 
good Words in a good Cauſe. But ſuch Diftruſt ought 
not to reign in the Faithful But if we truſt not 
yerds, what ſhould an Oh do ? It is a Proverb, 
© None # leſs truſted then be which ſhall often ſwear, 
© Moreover, Who gave Power to Popes, to breat the 
© Command of God: | 


L XXII, DRUTAHMARUS on Math. 5. © Left 
the Fews ſhould Swear by Idols Names, the Lord 
© ſuffered them is wear by his own. Name. 

The Lord taught us Perfection, that 
ſuch Truſt is to be among Chriſtians, that there 
ould be no need 10 — the Name of Cod for 
© Witneſs. 


LXXII L. FANSENTUS on Matth. 5. 15 
4 


— — 


© all Chriſtians were ſuch as they ought to be, It 
* woald certainly de needleſs both to require and 
take an Oath — I think this more Chriſtian 
© and not to Swear 48 all, nor Compel to Swear, more 
Spiritual. Yeaand Amen are the ſame, 2 Cor. l. 
© not Swearing, but Affirming So Chriſt ſwore 
© nor; . 

Sec Bernard, Hom, 6g. in Cant. De more bene viven- 
di, Serm. 32. 


L XXIV. ALBERTUHS MAGNUS, on Mat. 3. 
© Swearing is by Indulgence, 
Thomas Aquinas Cites Rabanus on Mat. 5. 


LXXV. Alex, de Ales citeth HUG, CAR- 
DINAL, (aving, © The Lord Forbad Swearing, 
© left any ſhould defire to ſwear as a Good Thing, p. 3. g. 59. 
< alſo that none might fall into Perjury. Cc 


LXXVI. REV Hus on Rom. 1. Who 
© never Swears, never Forſwears. | 


L XXVII. RUFFINUS on Pfad. 14. Not 
te Swear at all is of Perfect Men. 
See allo S marag diu on Mat. 5. 
Titelmannus on Pſal. 14. | 4 
Brugenſis on Mat. 3. . hk 
Ludolphus Cart huſia mus, vita Chriſti, part. 2. cap, 12, a 
Nupertus, de operibus ſpiritus ſancti, fol. 43 3. 
Baptiſta Foleng ius, on Pſal. 15. 
Ne, Lyra and Ordin loſs on Mat 5. 
Nic. Lyra an ä ſs 0 LXXVIIL 


* 


Patrum. 


116) 


* 


2 — - 


See Biblio. LX XVIII. EUTBYMINS ZAGABONUS, 
theca Yer. on Matth. 5. p. 43. ſaith thus; Again, ye bove 


heard, that it hath been ſaid to them of old time, 
Thou ſhalt not Forſwear, Cc. but I ſay unto you, Swear 
not at all, Cc. © Now the old Law ſaith, Thou 
© ſhalt not Forſwear, but ſhalt offer to the Lord 
© thine Oaths z which he added that he might 
© put Fear into the Swearer, that*he ſhould not 
© Forlwear, knowing that God, which knows 


all things, undertakes the Oath. [Br I ſay ante 


%, Seer x04 at all] For he that eaſily ſweareth, 
© ſometimes perchance may Forſwear, by the Cu- 
© ſtora of Swearing; but he that Swears by no 
© means, will never Forſwear. Beſides, thou 
* that ſweareſt, fo be thou do not Forſwear, thou 
* obſerveſt the Worſhip of God; but Swear- 
© ing by no means, thou doſt promote it : And the 
© other is the part of mean and imperſect Philo- 
ſophyʒ bat this of that which « the bightſt and perfect. 
The other, Thow ſhalt not Forſwear, is written in 
© the Book of Exodus; but this, Thos (halt reſtore 
C20 the Lord thine Oaths, in the Book of Deuterono. 


enn, but in other words: Now he commanded 
©this, leſt they ſhould ſwear by Gods of a falſe 


Name. Again, | 

Not to Swear, and not to require an Oath; 
comes to the ſame thing: For, how canſt thou 
© induce thy Brother unto that, which thou avoi- 
deſt thy ſelf; if ſo be that thou art a Loyer of 
<ehy Brother, and not rather of Money? 


Ner 


| Av tn of god, c / N R 

Len 
© {wear by God only, in ſaying, By God, he adds 
allo other kind of Oaths, er then the 
© Fews did ſwear; for he that ſweareth by theſe 
things, fwearcth again by Cod, who fills theſe 
©chings, and rules them; for they have theſe 
* things in Honour for him, and not for them- 
«ſelves; for he ſaith by the Prophet, Heaven is 
© my Throne, and the Earth is my Foot-ſtool;, the Pro- 
© phet manifefting by this, that God filleth all 
© things : Do wot I SU Heaven and Earth David 
c alſo fach The City of the Great King. 

Neither by thy Herd, f 

© Therefore thou ſnouldſt nat ſwear the meaneſt 
* Oath; I ſay, even by thy own Head, leſt thou | 
© proceed to greater, or by any other manner; 1 
* for the Creature is alſo the Poſſeſſion of Cod; * 
And again, the Oath is made by God, who | 
*hath it (the Creature) in his Power; for, al- 
though ic (the Head) be made thine, yet it is 
*not. thy Work, which is manifeſt from this, 
© That thou canſt not mike one Hair white or 
© black, ? JAP 

But let your Words be Tea, Tea; Nay, Nay, Cc. 
Let your Speech be when ye affirm res; and ,Z 
© when ye deny, Ny; and uſe only theſe for, 
or inſtead of Oaths to Confirmation, and no? 
© othef then es and Nay; what is adjoyned be- 
ſides theſe, he calleth an Oath. | . 


Queſt. 


— 
6 


erl. But if an Oath evil, how did © 
a pork bog WY Oe 

Ae. © Becauſe the Sacrifices ot Living 
«Creatures were allo of Evil, and by the Deceit 
col Idols; yet the Law permitted them, becauſe 
"They al agre ( the * Infirmity of the Hebrews For, whereas 
| 7 the _ they were Gluttons and Smell-Feaſts, they lov d 
- offer © the Sacrifices of Idols; and whereas allo they 
Ander the were Uabelieving, they alſo loved an Oath: 
Law, viz.the And that they ſhould not afterwards either ſa- 
Jews Weak: © crifice to Idols, or ſwear by Idols, the Law 
neſs. © permitted them to ſacrifice and to (wear z and if 
"© there were any thing elſe of that kind, they 
transferred all unto God, Now it was to come 
© to paſs, that in proceſs of time, he would cut 
© off theſe things alſo, by a more ſublime Law 
© to be brought in; becauſe it is good for Infants 
to be ſuckled; but for men it is very unfit : 
© There we allow this to them that live after the 
© manner of Iafants z but we with-draw or pro- 

< hibit chem that are maaly from ir, 
© Queſt, What then is tobe done, if any require an 

© Oath, yea, compel to Swear * by 
Anw. © Let the Fear of God be more forcible 
then this Compulſion or Neceſſity; and chuſe 
rather to ſutfer all things, then ts tranſereſ; abe 
© Command, ſith in every Precept Force and Vio- 
ent Danger will often meet with thee: And un- 
cleſs thou eſteemeſt the Command of God every 
© where more forcible, all things will depart from 
© thee 


F 
9 
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© Paſſages the Lord (aith, The Kine: om of henden ; 
© ſuffered Violence, and the Violent take it by Force, - * 


LXXIX. OECUMENIUS, a Famous Creet 
Writer, about 4», 1070, writes on am. J. 12. 
thus, But ſome will ſay, 1f any be forte to ſwe'y, 
bat & tobe done? We ſay, that the Fear of God 
© ſhall be ſtronger. then the Force of him that 
*compels.. Bat ſome may doubt, How it comes 
© 10 paſs, that Grace doth not command this, as did the 
© 0/4 Law, 2 Praiſe to him that did ſwear by 
© the Name of the Tord? We ſay, The old Law 
© leading the Fews wit to ſwear by Devils, appointed 
© to ſwear by God, as it commanded them to ſa- 
© crifice, drawing them from the Sacrifice of Idols 
© or Devils: But when it had ſufficiently taught 
© them to have a Religious Reſpe to God, then 
© it rejected Sacrifices as unprofitable, ſeeking 
© not a Sacrifice by Beaſts, but a Broaken Spirit; 
that is, a ſweet whole Burnt. Sacrifice, enflamed 
© by the Fire of L. That ye fall not into Hy- 
© pocrifie (ſo ſome Copies have it; for the words 
in Greek are ſomething alike)  Hypocriſſe he 
© ſaith, or Condemnation, which follows tbem 
© that Swear without ſoaring, and through the 
© Cuſtom of Oaths are carrycd out to Forſwear. 
© The Word HMypocriſi- fignifies thus much, that 
© which being one thiug appears another; How 
©chea fallech he into Hypocriſie that ſweareth ? 
* Anſw, When he that is believed for the 2 


4 ſake to be true, and yet Tranſgrefſion lowing, 
e a Lyar, inſtead of a true Man, 
© not producing Te« in Certainty, He forbids 
to (wear by God, becauſe of Perjury; but by 
Heaven and other Oaths, that men ſhould not 
© bring theſe things into the Honour of God , for 
© all that ſwear, do ſwear by the Greater. | 


LXXX. ANSHELMUS, Biſhop of Car. 
terbury, about Au. 1090. on that place of Mt. 
5. thus, pag. 38. Thow ſhalt not Forſwear, Oc, 
© Moſes ſeeing that he could not take away Swear. 
© ing, takes away Perjury. And again, Becauſe 
© men have in great Reverence thoſe things by 
© which they ſwear, leſt they ſhould make the 
© Creatures Gods to themſelves, he commands 
© them, to render their Oaths to God, and not to ſwear 
© by Creatures: But the Lord removes them more 
perfectly from Perjury, when be forbids them to 
© Swear at all, 


Vid. Baron. LXXXI. The 5 WALD ENSES 
Anno 1310. we have good Cauſe to ſay, Weny'd the taking of 
Fob. Walden any Oath in what Senſe the Primitive Chriſtians 
adv. Wicklif and Fathers refuſed, and that was altogether : To 
1 be ſure their Enemies charged them with it for 
— % above Three Hundred Years ; and we cannot 
w.Woodford, find, that they then deny'd the Charge: We 

ſuppoſe none will attempt to prove they did; for 


they were well known in the World as to this 


Particular. 
LXX II. 
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INI . And Bp. WSWBR pied 
them, againſt the Papiſts, who w TT SWear 1 
LXXX111. Likewiſe, a People cf 4 in 2, 4% 


France, Ann. 1176. __ ns wa; Unlanfal to 1310. n. 3. 
© Swear, 


ff 


LXXXLV. T V. The — 


of m lications 
gc — — and ſerious . 


7 Enoneous and Cruel Narure 
* Men; among others it hath this notable Paſ- 


by > mn ſe, © Lord, thou giveſt us a 7 8 


of Truth, i in agg bor y „ Tea, Tea; v. I. p. $27, y 
© and Swear y Nothi ow, for, e (Pope) 
© that c nſelf : e — hath bro- | 


© ken the ( dment, ſo lens Lite to Com- 
* pel mes to Sr. Who was the Author of this, 
is not certainly known; but to be ſure it rass 
embraced of the Wicklifians, as worthy of their Men honou- 
Patronage; and remembred and recorded by Fobn red 4 * 
Fox, as not unworthy to keep Company with ** * 
f Martyrs. | 4 
wo 
L XXXV. FOHN WICKLIFF, our 5. FoxMart. | 
Country. man, and in his time Divinity. Profeſſor v. i. P.554: 
of Oxford ( Famous for his Learning and Godly do 558. 
Courage in oppugning the Doctrines and Pra- 
Qices of Rome, in the Ame of Ed vad the third, 
and Richard the freed, about the year 1370.) 
: Q was 


- 


© 1, oy 
Ls” 


1 50 N * . * 2 3 © 75 9 rakes * a *£ Ss * 8 * 
rene 550 fn 8 te foe 
WY ma a. 


"as d among other things, for ing, 3F 
— he made r c 


122 
0 


. 
22 t wan and man, are Unlanfal, 


LXXXVI. We will bring in- hete a. 
Paſſage out of the Plowman's- Tale, as it lyes in 
GEFFRYT CHAUCER's Works, not imperti- 
nent to our Purpoſe ; whoſe Learning, Honour 
and Wit was great ia the time he lived which 
; was about 1360, Fobs Mictiifs Contemporary. 

. Chaxe, © Theſe Wollen make men to Swear, . 
 _ 


Again Chrift's Commuundment z © 
And Chriſt's Members all to tear, 
con raed as he were new yrent: © _ 
*Such Laws they maken by common Aſſent, 
each one it chroweth as a Bally, 
© Thos the Poor be full ent; 
© but ever Falſhood foul it befal:;- 
He hath Expreſſions not leſs diſliking Oaths _ 
7 in his Parſon's Tales, where he makes the Parſon 
* to ſay, After thoſe, then cometh Swearing, 
D q expreſly againſt the C ommanadmgut of God, and our 
* Lord Feſws Chrift, who ſaith by St. Matthews 
t words, Ne ſhall ye not Swear in all manner, or on 
* no Account. 


Mar LXXXVII. WILLIAM.SWINDERBY, 
— 2 51. Prieſt, and a Zealons Follower of Fobm Wicklif, 
I. P. + Iſo lived in the time vf Richard the ſecond, as 


appears by his Appeal to that King, from che 
1 © Unjuſt,, 
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without an Ourh, to | de anſwer; chu 
Whereas Cage 1 aw | s — ring, the 


* « Pope's Law juf1fizth Swearing, 
| cthereunto: Methinks (lat 160 there is nt 

need to Comfort or -Encodrage the . 0 

Swearing,” | 


ILXXXVII WALTER Stier, allo an ea 7 775 We 
Diſſenter From the L Church, and Intiniate 19 


of Wiliam Swinderby , being charged, P, 
ther things, with ſaying, The Þ $ mer Fa 5. ; 


nn, fir iy Can 16 {wtar by the Creator, 
either by the Grtatere, thus anſwer'd for himſelf, 
and indeed, it comprehends much of our Belief 
in'this Matter : * As concern _ I believe 
and ww the Doarine of God. and 
} * er; Jeſus And nchen rr That 
le men in Affirmation of a Truth ſhould 
0 aſs the Righteouſneſs of the Scribss and Pheri- 
228 old Teſtament, or ele he excludes 
© them from the Kingdom of God : For Chit 
* ſayes, ' Unleſs your Righteouſne exceed the Righ- 
®Jeonſneſs of the Scribes «nd Phariſees, ye" cannot 
© emter into the Kingdom of Heaven, And as con- 
© cerning Oaths, Chriſt ſzith, '7# hath bers ſaid 
yi 225 them of old time, thou ſbalt not Forſmear thy ſelf, 
but ſhalt perform unto the Lord theſe things that thos 
4 "But 1 ſay Tt . — wet ſmear 4 


— 


RFA . as 
" 


= 1 J. either by Heat ' 1 72 Þ: Earth, c. | 4 : 
* let your Communicution be Tea, Tea, and Na, un; 

* for, whatſorver ſbal be more then this, procerdeth of. 
© Evil: Therefore, as the Perfection of the an- 
© cient Men of the Old Teſtament was, Not to, 
© Forſwear themſelves, ſo the 1 of Chri- 

© tian Men it, Not to Sw:47 at al, becauſe we ate 
*{o commanded of Chriſt, whoſe Command. 
ments muſt in no Caſe be broaken. Thus much 
of W. Brute. | 


7.FexMat.. Lx XXIX. Foby Parr , oby Edward, Toby 
*. P-637. Becker, a erbert and Emmot 
| Willie, with many more in the time of Henn the 
fourth, through Fears and Hopes deſerted their 
Profeſſion, and revolted (as John Fox tells us) 
from their Faith, which was the Religion then 
If they profeſt of thoſe called ictliſian or Loflardr (the 
could not, it True, Poor, Perſecuted Chriftians of that time) 
; held en And of the Fifteen Articles, by them abjured, 
— _ this was one; Item, That neither the * Pope, 
| that then it vor the Prelate, neither any Ordinary can compel any 
Uns denying man ts Swear by ary-Creature of God, or by the Bible 
al Tender Book, | 5 1 


| Ibid. p XC. WILLIAM,THORPE , whom Fobs., 

783. Fox calls, The Conſtant and Bleſſed Seruent of God, 

and geod Man and. Servant of Chrift, cc. refuſed 

to ſwear upon a Bible, when the Arch- Biſbop ten- 

dered the Oath to him; for, he thought it Nr 

Laynfsl to take or give an Oath thercon, © Becauſe 
| | a 
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<. Creacures, of ich iris made and ch 772 
© ring is ever Unlawful, as witneſſeth Chry/offom 
« plainly, blaming them greatly, that bring out 4 BU 
© zo ſwear 


© ro ſwear , charging Clarks, that- in nowiſet 
N Bidy to ſmear will, when that thi 1 
6 fy (or true) that they ſmear for. And alſo, 
full many Men and Women now ſay, That it & 
cal done is ſwear by God, and by our Lady, and by 
© other Saints, to have them in mind; others ſay, 
© That they may not ſwear, when they may otherwiſe 
© be believed: But fince all theſe Sayings are Ex- 
6 caſes and Sin, methinks, Sir (ſaith he) that 


* chis of Chryſoftom may be aledged well a- 
© gainſt all ſuch Wr | 41 | 


XC I. BL1Z4B8BTH TOUNG, who was, „ Man. 
1 to Examination in che Ai. days, be- „ p 
ſore the Catbolick In quiſtors of Heritical Pravity, 28 511. 3 
they then called chemſelves, and commanded to 
Swear, this Language was uſed to her. | 

r. Martin, Thou bal ye racked Inch-meal, 

© thou Trayterly Whore aud Heretick; but thou- 

© ſhalt ſwear before a Judge before thou go. ; 
Eliz. Young, Sir, [underſtand not what an Oath 

, and therefore I will take no ſuch thing upon me, 
Dr. Min, She reſuſeth to ſwear upon the 

four Evangeliſts before a Judge ; for, I my ſelf 

© and Mr. Huſſey, have had her before us Four 
. © Times, but we cannot bring her to 1 
a ; n: 


Why 
"ſwear "hes fv a pry? & 7 „ . dn var 


'Eliz, Young, *At Led, twill not jwear, the 
alu Hand i mine. 

© No, ſaid the Fiſbs; and why? _. ; 

Eliz. Young , * Chriſt ſaith, That whuſerver 
more then Tea, ta; N, Nay, it cometh of © 
Evil. 

Then Dr. Cant brought her to a Book, com- 
manding her to lay her Hand thereon. 

Eliz. Tung, Ne, my Lord, I will Not Swear. 
Ad ſo ſbe perffied, til God delivered ber wy their 
Hands. 


Ton Huſs, Ferom of Prague, Walter Brute, William 
Swinaerby, William /Sawtry, Wiliam White, William 
Thorpe, &c. are recoxded by thoſe of other Natiorſ$, 
both High and * Dutch, :« — refuſed all Swearing, | 
a well by God, as by Creatures, in any Caſe, private or 
bet rok Though fuck as admit of Oaths in ſorne wane 
labour, as John Fox in Englandand the 327 
to ecclipſe and mutilate their — Yo they were 
one while only againſt Book. Swearingzas being ——— 


another white, only a Swearing in | 
another while, as F. 2 ny Fray n That | 
is not lawful to ſwear, but in Caſe 5 Life ud Death, Cc. 
But moſt evident it is, that {he wa g — 1 — Sons. 
ring, or 5 ytariyę at al; elle, w o fre · 
peny Chryſoſftons, who, bay + he accounted 
2 reatures a more execrable Sin, then to ſwear 


by Gods ; 7 conſtantly counted Swearing ar ally a Sin in 
Ghriftians, as cleaving to that which Chriſt had abroga- 
ted, being only permitted to the Few:, for the * 
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oct * , do Bcc f 
E bi Le 4 the Hearhens, and ſwear 
Gods. it not heſorgotten, bryſoftom 
not only inveighs againſt chem that be forth the Book. 
to ſwear by, becauſe” it is a Creature; but that be alſs.- 
uphraided them with Impudence and Audacioulncſy, that 
make uſe oſ- that Law to adminiſter an Oath by: 
that fo fritily forbid: an Oath. | | 
Ridiculous it is, to make them deny Swearing*only in 
rivate Caſes, and to be ready to fwear; in Caſe of Life. - 
and Death: For u here is there avy.. Shadow df ſuch a. 
Law? And how ſhould thoſe Honeſt Mcn- invent one ? 
Chriſt's Law we read A., 5> The Doctors, Chry/ 
_ and ferom's Judgment, whom they had moſtly in their 
Mouths, we have repeated here at large, in which is not 
the leaſt Reſtriction. Theſe Good Men then muſt needs 
be underſtoed to take the Law of Chriſt either to have 
forbidden Swearing in any Caſe, and then not to {wear in 
Caſe of Life; or not to forbid Sweating at all, and then 
they not only might ſwear to ſave their Lives, but Liber- 
ties and Eſtates, and ought ſo to do. But we hope there 
can be no room left for this Objection. 


* | 
| XCII. The LoLLARDS of & ill in Srot- Sperſ. Hike: 
land were againſt all Swearing, as both Spotſmoed in pag. 61. 
his Chronicle doth relate, aud the Book called, 
A en of tbe Reformation of the Kirk of- Scot - 


lan 


-,XCIII. . MICHAEL SADLER' (an Etni- „ C. Abu 
nent Man, call'd a Lord) was Cruelly Tortur'd p.193, 19 
and put to death by ſome Papiſtr under the Em- 193. 
peror of Germany, whoſe: Brethren were alſo Ex- 

| | ecuted 


ecuted with the Sword and his Wife and Siſters 
Drowned, An». 1537, One Article 
againſt him was, that he had ſaid, Tb men 
ſhould not Swear to, or before the Magiſtrate. 


X CIV. The CHRISTIAN - PROTE - 
STANTS in the Valley of Piedmont, who were 
Cruelly Tortured to Death by the Papifts, about 
Ann, 1655. One Article alledged againſt them 
was, That they believed it was not lawful to Swear 
any thing, be it True or Falſe, 


7. Fox Mart. XCV. GERARD SAGARELD of Parma, 
v. 2. p.420. and his Followers, Denyed all gaths and Yows, 
So did ſeveral in Germany, mention d by B. Uſher, 
in his Book De S»ccefſione : © In Germany, Jury and 


* Swearing is well excluded, and geed not mach 
tobe required. 


Comm. on XCVI. ERASMUS, Now ye ſhall 

© hear another thing. Commandment was given 
© unco your Elders, none otherwiſe, bur if they 
had made an Oath, they ſhould perform it, and 
© not be Forſworn; for now they ate bound to 
© God, and not to man only: Wherefore amiGhg 
© the ems only Perjury is puniſhable z but he that 
*deceives hisNeighbour without any Oath made, 
© he goes unpuniſhed; but yet the Law of the 
© Goſpel condemneth him; the which, that ye 
may be the more remote from Perjury, doth ut- 


©rerly 


- 


© {awful to Swear, neither by Cad, ner by thoſe things 
© which ſeem to the Common Sort 10 — of lefs 
© geligran, that is, Neuber by Heaven, becauſe it is 
©the 4 God, nor bythe Earth, becauſe it is his 
©Foot- tools, nor by Jerulglem, becauſe it u the City 
© of the Great King, that is to (ay, of him that 
© hath made all things: Neither as the Heathen 
©ſwear, by the of another Man, whereof 
_ haſt no Authority ; but ĩt is conſecrate to 
© God, that hath made all things as he would 
©for thou canſt not make one White Hair Black, 
©northe contrary: And becauſe all things are 
© conſecrate to God, the Maker, thou oughteſt 
to be fearful ro ſwear by any thing. And what 
© needeth any Oath among them, where vo man, 
«becauſe of their Simplicity, can diftruft , nor no 
© man can defire to deceive, though they migſit 
c do it: Such is their Sincerity and Pertectacls, 
©ſpecially in thoſe things of the which they de- 
©clare themſelves to be Deſpiſers. I hetetore 
* among you, ius and ſimple Speech ought to be 
© more holy and more (ure then the devout aud ſolemn 
© Oath among the Jews: For, among you, whoſe 
Hearts and Mouths ought to agree, there is ne 
other uſe of Speech, but to expreſs. your 
© Minds: cach to other. In your Bargains ye 
need no Oath, ye need no Execration, or Cur- 
© fing, or ſuch like, to bind the Promiſcr, or to 
< aſſure him to whom the Promiſe is made: Two 
© Words be ſufficient, Nay and Tca, whereby 

R thou 
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thou denyoſt that which cthon daſt not promiſe, - 

+ © and whereby thou doſtperiorm that which cog 
* didft promiſe by plain. Word, that thou wauldit 
©do: For,*there is no man leſs: bound by his 
© imple and bare Word, then the Few Swearing 
© by all holy. Things; and he whom thou makeſt 
thy Promiſe unto, doth truſt thee as: much 28 
if thou hadſt made a ſolemn Qath. . there be 

Eraſm, here © any * mare beſides theſe, it wuſt needs cant of Evil: 

plainly for- and Sin: For, br that ſweareth, either be thiptetb 

biddeth all © Evil of him to whom he ſweareth, 3 or elſe; he that 

Swearing on c pegaireth the Oath, doth diHruſt: | But naue of theſe 

any account. c gum je to be inyou, whom I would bave perſeſt in all 

© Points, Therefore, when I utterly torbid Swea.. 
© ring, I do not aboliſh the Law. which dot h ꝓro- 
© hibir Perjury's but I mate the Law more full, and 
© with. draw neu. further from. that, which. the Law 
« doth | . * 
| | Let your Mind be pure and plain, and let 

Comm. g © your Heart and your Mouth go both together: 

Jan. 5. Let no man with ſeign d words deceive his Neigh. 

© bour, But eſpecially,my Brethien, Swear Not, leſt by 

little and little you accuſtom your ſelves to For- 
© (wear. Among Fews and Heathens, ſor Fide- 
© lity's ſake, there is an Oath put; But among 

y Chritians, which ought zeither to diſtruſt any man, 

© nor to deceive, it j 4 Vain Thing to Swear. Who» . 

© ſoever is accuſtomed to Swear, is Couſcn»- ger. 

© man tothe Peril of Forſwearing, Be you afraid, 
©not fonly ro Swear by Ged in humane Affairs, 

and ia light Matters, but alſo abſtain from all 17 


«4 of rin Ar. Las, e vs. 
8 — 22 end Religious. Whol 

eſeem Kelten. o- Th 
ever dare be bold to Lye With 4 wearing, b. Then ge 
© date do the ſame alſo when ho Swearerh; e 


< liſt,” Tode brief: Hehe ople eſtee- 
v Bereide bees 14 naught, e — | 


* wif nor oſt a via jbowgh g Swear : Bag among 

you that are furniſhed ro Ev cal Plain: 
*nels, there is neither, lace te nor to 
imagine Deceit . But Fla 93 
tion berigarded fot no leſs Trac ant 8 
any manner of Oath of the Jews er 24 Lug 
AE be. who of ren as you E. ede 


0 * firm it wth al your Mert, 5 2 5 
— * — As oft 2 4 

F e your — then your Mouth t e dgrs / that 

5 therebe no Counterfeiting in you, ſee ing you are Die 

© ciples of the Trath, 


Thus far, we hope, is alogerber out of Sd. 
on, Whether many bod, pL d Chriſtian Men have not 
Hay nd the) Uſe of Oubs to True Chriſtians Au 
though we need not theContribution that is afforded us by 
ſeveral School and other Reman Doctors, yet to evidence 
' a kind of Succeſſion, and Univerſalicy of Trine 4 
beg we 18 it not e, . 


of 


R 2 ; | . Bn The 


aa) _ | 
The Judgment of Shoolmen and «thersy in this Paint, 
Glo an XCVII. T. A QHINAS, Nun ji rie m, 
2 * 5 F. ccc. Not to ſwear at all, cc. © The Lord had 
y; *taught before, Wrong is noi ta be dine to our Neigh» 
* bour, 2s in forbidding Anger with Murder, Luft, 
© Adultery, putting away of enc's Wifey and 
© now he teacheth conſequently, that we muſt. 
© abſtain from the wronging of God, when he 
* doth not forbid-only Forſwearing, as Evil, but 
© alſo an oaths - Prey Occaſion of Evil, from 
«whence he ſaith; hear thou again; For it was ſaid. 
C of old time, Thea ſhalt not forſwear rby ſelf and 
left that they migbt make to themſelves the 
© Creatures Gods, he commandetY,” ro render. 
the Oath 10 Cod, and not eo ſwear by the Creatures; 
from whence it follows, Render 20 Cod, ccc. that 
is, If one ſhall happen to ſwear by the Creator, 
not by the Creature, whence he ſaith in Pete. 
4 f ronomy, Thaw ſhalt fear the Lord thy Cod, and by bus 
Name ſhalt ſwear, and this was allowed by the 
© Law, as to Children, that as they did offer Sa- 
«f crifice to Idels, they ſhould not offer them to 
r Idols ; fo they were permitted to ſwear by Gc d, 
not that they might do this rightly, but that ic 
* might be better to give this to Cod, them to 
| * Devils. Chryſoftem:. upon Matthen, For 50 men 
£ © (weareth frequently that ſometimes may net forſwear , 
8 le that makes it 4 Cuſtom to ſp: ik many things, 
Jeet hes he ſpe ils wnfit things, Avguſtine againſt 
© Foaxſis, The Lord wa mort willing thu we not 
| © Swe. ring 


% 
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+ ir follows, 2 ants you, Swe 
« on t Words of the 


©Mooncain, in which he coofigns the Righte- | 
c ouſneſs of the Phariſcer, which is, Not to For- 
© ſwear, Fr be uu Forfwear), that. dub mt 


X C VIII. CAFETAN, 4g rebeve lei On Ads: ed 
He perfects another Nen er the Old Law ol. 18. ; 


*concerning Perjary {becauſe it was ſaid to them · 
of old time, The Bu not Forſweer) Exod. 20. 
© Thou ſbalt not take the Name of thy Ce bn vain -- 
© Aud Levit. 19.. Thew- ſhalt net Forſwear in the 
© Name of the Lord; bat- ſhalt render. to the Lardthy - 
Daub. The firſt part of this Precept (namely, 
* Then ſhalt not Forſmear) is negative, forbiddin 
Evil in its kind, for Pei is Evil of it ſelf, 
therefore by no Regſoq it can be exc ſed. - 4 
* thg ſecond part (namely, bos ſhalt render tot 
© Lord thy oa. is affirmative, and doth net 
© ſigniſie to fulfil che Oaths which thou haſt pe- 
© miſed (as N and” thereupon norhing.: * 
* follows of fulfilling of Promiſes) bur it figni- 
© fies, that the Oaths to God are to be rendred', 
© rhatis,, thatSwearing mult be by the Lord, not 
© by che Creatures: For theſe words ate not in the 
© Law, but the Scnſe of them is, Deut. 6. 
© Thou ſhalt ſwear by tht Name of the Lord thy God : 
©-Where Swearing is not commended, but is bet 
© regulated; that it ſhould be by the I 
* 
| * 


Cod, and ndt by the Name of the Cr 


the Creatures : 
Fot, the Law commandeth,. that this A& of 
<Religion, which is, to ſwear, od apt 
©ted io God, and to no Creatures or Idols what. 
© ſoever. But 1 you] He perſecteth both 
* che Precepts, "adjoyning two: Preceprs.z the 
cone negative, the other affirmative (Not 1. 
ge Loa negative Precept, wherein two 
© things are contained, that is, Not to Star, and Not 
© at all; he forbids us to Swear at af by all means, as 
well in oxpreſſing God, as not in expreſſing Go 


God: 
ſuppoſe by Heavem and Earth, 40d by the reſt 


the Ereatures: And in this he perſects the p̃recept 
c conccraing not Forſweariug, not only by ta- 
e king away an Oath, but the Occaſion of For- 
«ſwcariog ; for, tis impoſſible to incur For- 
* ſwearing without an Oath: and alſo, the Pre- 
© cept of performing the Oath to Cod, by taking 
away the Care of Performing; for where no- 
thing is ſworn, there is no need of any Care 
<< of performing the Oath to God. 


Comm. on CV. 4 LPHONSUS 4. Avendauo, ©It's to 
Mat. 5. 


he noted out of Cejetan, that in this the Lord 
© perfected the Command of not Forſ wearing, by 
* taking away not only Forſwearing, but the 
Occaſion of not Forfwearing ; _ becauſe, with- 
out an Oath it is impoſſible to incur Perjury. 
An Oath was got neceſſary by the firſt Intenti- 
on of Nature; for if men had continued in the 
Truth, they had not lyed; and becauſe Chrift 
came, that he might bring back men tot his firſt 
| In- 
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207 avoiding its, hte bor, h 'Y 
N . riag they Fall ic e — 
. Sth Ca South ks ot an 1 0 | 
*Amoa llc eS4ints,,” as 15 8 rl . x 
145. Fot Revcrence of the Name ol Cod. 
34 For the mutual Confidence which one 
r cans fliou'd have olf another, which 
© robe ſagrrat; chat every one ſhou d beſure;and' 
© nor polſible to pe deceived in the leM thing) u- 
*rhoy 7 be ſhould. ſpeak. in a ſingle Aſlertion; | 
and {or the Authority g the Saints, which do / 
ſcent to-forbid all-Oat Chriſtianj, an and that 
« the. Truch. of the Goſpel recriveß no Of as 
good and de ſitable ok it lelf; ſeeiug every 
cone is of Evil. 
F Laf:y, Out of Cajetan, The Lord perfectethi 
© this Precept of not Forſwearing,by taking away 
not oaly Perjury, but che Occation of it, and 
© raking away the Care: For, here ther is 
8 indy Swearing, there is no need of Cate of -Reg- 
deri 
«Oh! how Sincere and True woald the Lord 
make his Chriftievs, t that all 9 thenld 
© be included in Three Eetrers only, Ml Denyals 
cia other Three, that the Truth id be ſo fa- 
* miliar to us, as 8 in the Co npen - 
dium of Three Letters? CV, 


47 cn tn 
80 
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On 1 King. 
31. N. 3. II. 


C. FRANCISCUS de MENDOCA , Ohfjips- 
#nſis, Dr. Theol. in Ebarenſ. Academia, Sacr. 
lit. Interpres, in 4. lib. Reg. Tom. 3. Speak, 
© ſaith he, of me, Cc. In the Hebrew it is. 1p 
<1. e. freſtiie, from the verb dy, which not 
© only ſig i eth co [peat bur alſo to bear Teſtimony, 
© aSit is to be ſeen Fx, C. n. 14. Dent. 19. 0,15, 
Job 16. n. 9. et paſſin ali, and many other pla- 
ces; as if there were no Difference with the 
C. Hebrews of ſpeaking and teftifying, nor without 
Cauſe; for there ought to be ſo much Veracity 
co Good Men, that their Simple Speech may 
© be accounted ſworn, and their private Confe. 
© reuce be accounted a publick Teſtimony, which 
ewas to be accounted theFidelity of Cato, who was 
© believed in a Court- Saſe even Unſwors ; which 
c alſoS. Ferome, in his Epiſtle co Celastia, incul- 
© cates Let there be, ſaith he, ſo much Love of Trath 
in thee that whatſoever thou ſayeſt, thau mayſt think to 
<©'be fwory, The ſame Jerome to that of Mat. 5. 
© Swear not, ccc. The Coſpel- Truth, ſaith he, doth 
© not receiue an Oaih, ſith every Faithful Speech in for 
c an Ob. To which Opinion is agrecable the 
Doctrine of Philo Alex. in his Book of the De- 
© calogue, It will be moſt profitable, ſaith he, and 
© moſt agreeable to the rational Nature, to abflain Al- 
together from Swearing ; and be ſo acciſtom d to Truth, 
c that one's fengle Word may have the Force of an Oath, 
Tho like relateth Foſephws, in the ſecond Book 
*of the Jewiſh War, cap. 7. De his Eſſeni, molt 
finccre 


| nan ki an 
, with an Oath, as 
79 
t in 
dy the Scripture, aſſeverating it only with ſim- 
0 ple Speech; A they ſhall ſay, faith he, dar 
Handi have not ſhed nh Blood, itor our Eyes ſeen ir. 
© Becauſe the fimple and Naked Speech of a 
<Wiſe Man, is equivalent to an Oath , which 
© Sr. Bernard vehemently commendeth in Comte 
©Theobalde,' in Epiſt. 38. to the ſame, Andindeed, 
© ſaith he, in other Princes, if at any time we take 4 
© Word of Lightneſs or Falſeneſt, we account it neither 
© new wor wonderful: But with Count Theobald, we 
c do not at all patiently hear es & Nay, to hom, 
s it is ſaid, Simply to ſpeal, i to Smeary and 
©a light Lye is accounted a. heavy Perjary ; for 
among very many Enſfigns df Virtue, which do 
very much ennoble your Dignity, and make 
© your Name Renowned and Famous throughout 
the World, the Conſtancy of Truth is eſpecially 
© praiſed in you. 3. Certainly God himſelf hath 
(taxtundem)(0 much toſpeak nakedly, and to ſwear 
©by himſelf holily : For that he promiſed with an 
© Oath an Off ſpring to David, which ſhould ſie 
© on his Throne, is read no where in the Scriptutę; 
© And yet Abner, 2 King. 3. n 9. acknowledges an 
«Off. (pri (worn to David, The Lord do ſo to Ab- 
ener, ſaith he, and add theſe things to bim, wales 
* a the bord hath ſwory to David, ſo I ds with bin. 


- 5 And 


= 


| e W. 
e And in Pſalm 98. God himſelf ſaith, Once hv: 
e ſworn in my Holineſs, if 1 Lye t0 David, Cc. 


e Alſo the Land of Canaan is no where found, in 
the holy Scriptures promiſed to the gncient Fa- 


On Alat. 5. 


2 o 
p. 235 24. 


© thers with an Oath y but God promiſed it ſim- 
© ply. to Abraham, Cen. 12, 13, & 17. to 1a, Cen. 
26. to Jacob, Cen. 28. Yet Moſes, in Dent. 1. 
© Poſſeſs, ſaith he, the Land, for which the Lord ſware 
© tg your Fathers, Philo Alextin the Book of Abra. 
hm, at the end looſes the Kaot notably , That 
© therefore the ſimple Promiſe of- Cod in thoſe places 
„ called an Oath, becauſe it hath the Force of gu 
© Oath, : | 


Cl. FAC0BUS FABER, lt is the part of 
©a Spiritual Man, not only Not to Swear in a 


Vain Thing, but alſo not in any Serious thing; 


* © for; you which are ſach, are true: Unto true 


© men it's ſufficient that a true man gain Belief, if 
© he ſay, that the Lord hath commanded ea, Tei, 
ein Affirming; Nay, Nay, in Denying: But if 
© with incredulous and Evil men a Speech alſo be 
© had concerning a ſerious and neceflary Matter, 
© why ſhall one Swear for their Badneſs, that he 
© may gain Belief with them? Who ever ſpake 
© more ſcriouſly then our Saviour? Who more 
© neceſſary things? Yet he never uſed other 
© Speech then that, Yerely, werely, 1 ſay wnto you, 
© or ſome other ſuch like, which was a true Form 
© or Manner to them, that ſwore not. Therefore 
* that now ſome Swear, to gain Belief concerning 
© ſome profitable and neceſſary things, wide 
. « they 


s then to the Perſon + Perhaps alſo there is a 
Danger when an Oath is required in Judgment, 


*]eſt he that exacteth it,fin ; For if it be manifeſt, 


« that he that is called into Judgment be verely 
good and true, ĩt is enough to hear of him Tea 
© or Nay; but if that be not evident, or that it 
de evident, that he is bad, perhaps that's re- 
quired of him which odght not to be required, 


What then ? It is lawful to Adjure : For the 


Lord made Anſwer to an Adjuration, but he did 
©not Swear; and Adjurations are found in the 
New Law: But it any one being Adjured of 
another, ſpeak the Truth, by anſwearing Yes 
or Nay,or by declaring the thigg tequir d, neither 
the one nor the other oflendeth; but if he ſpeak 

©a Falſity, he offends, and incurs the Offence of 
* 2 Falſe Teſtimony, but perchance he ſinneth 


leſs then if by Swearing he had alſo fallen into 


the Guilt of Perjury: For, as he that (bein 
* 5 


© adjured) anſweteth in Fruth, doth not Swear ; 
cſo he that anſwereth in Falſneſs, doth not For- 


© ſwear, but he is a Falſe Witneſs: but he alſo 
© who hath adjured, is altogether guitleſs; for, 
there is no doubt but he hath required that 
«© which was lawful to require. And although 
© its not my Purpoſe to contradict the Ordinances 
* of Judgments, yer I may think this to be more 
© Chriſtian, both . Swear at all, neither to 
© Compel to Swear, to be more Spiritual: But yet, 
if the Badneſs of men would permit it, althougli 
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© they think is to be given rather to the Oath 
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p. 305, 


you would have this Sentence of the Lord con- 
* cerning not Swearing, to be applyed to the Belie. 
© vers common and daily Cuſtom of ſpeaking (for 
he ſpeaks to his Diſciples) which is very true, e- 
*ſpecially if the old Law, which the Lord declares, 
Thon ſhalt not Forſwear, but ſhalt render to the Lord. 
© thine Oaths, was given concerning common and 
* daily Speech; — aftet wa ds the Lord amen - 
deth another thing, which was written in the 
© Old Law, that the Law might be perfect, and 
* that he might ſhew how he hath fulfilled it; and 
© it may be tulfilled of others, as Matthew ſhews., 


CI I. SHAREZ : He affirmeth, Chriſt 


jur. Chriſt. © did not Swear; becauſe that which he could 


c not lawfully do, he could not ſimply do; but 
© he could not lawfully ſwear, therefore he 
could not at all: Bat that he never (ſwore, is 
proved, becauſe that he himſelf commanded or 
© counſelled, Not zo ſwear at aft but ſimply to ſpeak, 
Vea, its; Nay, # « nt, &. therefore ought 
to go before the Example. It is ſpoaken of him 
«only ſometimes that he ſaid Amen, or Truly or 
© Yerily, which we have before ſnewed to be no 
particle of Swearing. 

It's not only forbidden in the New, but alſo 
fin the Old Teſtaments, Not to Scar, as Ho, 
4. Zach. 5. quoteth Tertabian, lib. de 1dololat, 
© cap. 11. ſaying, I am fflent out Perjury, ſce- 
ing that indeed it is not lawful to Smear, 


pag. 227 And thoſe very wor sf Chriſt, Swear not at 


oa] 


* 4 
© of, ſigniße this (in 


c ter Oaths, but alſo theſe, which ſeem leſs, you 
are to take heed of, and ĩt is apparent from the 
© Reaſon which he gdjoyns, ſaying, Neither by 
Heaven It therefofe © rift forbid eth to ſwear 
© by Heaven, becauſe God dwells therein, much 
© more he forbiddeth to ſwear by God, &c. Now 


© he forbiddeth all manner of Swearing by the Hom. 18, in 
Creatures, and every Oath by God himſelf, Carr. 


« as. Greg. Nyſſen rightly argues, and Chriſt: him- 
© ſelf hath plainly ſo declared, Mat. 23. 
* Laſtly, The following Words of Chriſt are 


© oppolit, Let your Word be Tea and Nay; for, by 
© them he declareth, that he before forbad the 
Addition of any Oath, .' 24h, rome anſwers, . 
© Swearing was permitted tothe Jews, as to Chilaren ; 


© but Evangelical Yerity receives not Swearing, ſeeing 
© every Faithful Nerd i for an 0ath. The ſame Do. 


* trine and Expoſition doth Chryſoſtom. fol low. 


* Theopbylat?, after Chriſt, It « an Evil to Swear, 
© & to be Circumciſed, and in brief, whatſoever is 
© Fewiſh. Beda, alſo Caftro and Prut bmarus confeſs, 
©and Bernard himſeli denyes not, that it is the 


© Counſel of Chrift, not to Ser. And Precepts-. 


© are not contray to Counlels, 
© Libr, 1. cap. 14. p. 282. Whether an Oat be 

© aneiicit AF of Religia 4s Virtue * | 
©There may be a Reaſan of Doubting, be- 
© cauſe every Act of Religion is P. incipally in- 
© tended for the Worſhip of God : But an 0.16 
a cis 


g be ſubjoyns; Neither by» F®Þ 
© Heaven, Oc.) as if he had ſaid, rot cnly grea - 
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eis not made primarily, and of it ſelf (per fe) for the 
© Worſhip of God; but for confirming, &c. 28 
Heb. 6. From whence it ſeems plainly to follow, 
© pu. 276 That an Oath is not an Act of Religion. 
ta lt may be declared by Rggon ; becauſe, 
*1ſt, It is impoſſible that man can bring God 
for a Witneſs, although he would never ſo fain: 
© Theretorc the Name of God is raken in vain, 
*as often as it is taken to ſwear, Therefore it is 
Evil in it ſelf (per ſe.) 5 
©24ly, Grant this were poſſible, to bring God 
for a Witnels , it ſeems diſorderly to bring the 
© Perſon of God to confirm men's Buſineſſes, 
© Covenantszor Words,becauſe it is diſorderly tc 
© order things of an higher Order to thoſe that are 
© inferiour - Much more is it diſorderly, to mix 
© the ſacred Authority of God to the prophane 
© (or common) Words, and Buſineſſes ot Men. 
©2441», Though-in ſome Caſcan Oath might 
be uſed without Inconvenience, yet it is fo 
* expoſed to Dangers, thit it can ſcarce be 
* done without Crime : But in the Law of Grace; 
© becauſe of the Perfection of it, not only Sins 
vate to be forbid, but allo thoſe things which do 
* morally and neareſt entangle into Sin: For he 
© that loveth Danger, ſhall periſh in it. He 
quotes Clemens Romanus, lib. 6. Conſtitat, Apeſt. 
Conft.6. as be re; On- Maſter commanded, that we ſhould 
& 11. 550. S wear, uo, not by the true Cod; that our Word ſhould 
be counted more firm and credible then an Oath it ſelf. 
He quotes alſo Greg. Naziung en, as before, _ 
| theſe 


all manner of Swearing by the Creatures, even with 
Reſpect to God: Hence it follows from the forci- 
bler, as I ſaid, that he forbad all Swearing by 
God himſelf, as Cregery Nat ianxen rightly argues, 
as before, on Cant. Homil. 18. And Chriſt him 
ſelf plainly fo declared, Mat. 23. He that Smear- 
eth by Heaven, Sweareth by the Throne of God, &c. 

*Lefily, The words withſtand, which Chriſt 
© ſubjopns, Let your Word be, &c,] For, by them 
che declares, that he had before forbidden the 
© adding of any Oath : Therefore Jerome anſwe- 
red, That Oaths,C*c. were permitted to the Jews, 
© to Children. | | 


He uſes many other Arguments, and quotes manyAu- 
thors, as may be ſeen at large in his Book concerning 
S Wwearmg. 


CIII. 70. MAFOR HADINGTONI A- 
NV, on Mat. 5, Not to Swear at all.: That Pre- 
© cept was given tothe Diſciples (the Baſis) of the 
* arſt Church. 


CIV. FOAC.CAMER.: and P. LOSELER 
PILLERIUS's Marginal Note upon Mu. 5. 37. 
© Whatſoever you vouch, veuch it barely y and 
© whatſoever you deny, deny it barely, withour 
© any more words, 


CV. Bible, imprinted Au. 1559. in Quarto. 
What is more « of Evil] Marginal Note, From 


| (243) 
theſe words, But I ſay ante new, c. He forbiddeth- 
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CVI. MARLORAT on Mat. 5. ſaith, * Some 
mien, ot bad, hold againſt Swearing. 


| Maldmat on Mat. y. reckons up ſeveral againſt Swea- 
ring, 


CV II. PETER CHARRON, Doctor of Law 
in Paris, in his Book of Wiſdom, chap. 37. An 
© Oath, what is it, but a Symptom and ſhameful 
© Mark of Diſtruſt, Infidelity, Ignorance, Hu- 
* mane Infirmity, both in him that Requires it, 
© that Gizes it, that Ordains it (alluding to'Chriſt's 
* Words, faith he) Quod amplius eſt 4 malo; 
What is more, is from the Devil. 


CV III. EZ A, on Fames 5. 112. That 
which you have to ſay or affirm, fpeak or affirm 
it mij, and withont an Oath ,, and that you have 
to deny, deny it ſimply and flatly. 


CIX. Folio Bible, printed Ann. 1578, 
Marginal Note on Mat. 5. 34. Swear not at al, 
Let Simplicity and Truth be your Words, and 
then you ſhall not be ſo light, and ready to 
« Swear, 3 


. CX. LoDOYICUS So ro Mujer, In the Goſpel, 


kee this Particle (Amen) is often uſed by Chriſt our 


Lord, confirming his Words by it, as Hicrem al. 
© ſonoteth y yet it's not to be thought / that none 
. | © be 


(143) 

© be deceived ) that Chriſt our Lord ſwore , or 
© would have to Swear, as often as he uſeth this 
© Word or Form of Confirming g but rather ſo to 
© have been willing, more to Confirm,and Perſmade, 
© and Commend thoſe Things which he taught, and 
© eſpecially ,by Reiterating or Repeating this Word, 
as he often uſeth; fot neither in this doubling of 
the Word, for nought thatChriſt our Lord ſome- 
times uſeth ĩt in the Goſpel, but rather it hath a 
great Emphaſis & Encreaſe, that is, great Moment 
and Weight to perſwade and gain — as Angu-= 
© ſtine rightly teacheth and explaineth in his 41. 
Fract upon the Goſpel of Fobn, expounding thoſe 
© Words of.Chriſt, ſaying, Amen, or verely vere- 
© ly, I ſay ts you, He that doth Sin, uc the Servant of Sin: 
although therefore that it be not aSwear: rg, yet it 
©is a certain greater Confirmation and Aſſeveration 
* of thoſe Things which are ſpoaken , yet never- 
© thelc(s it is not Swearing; tor otherwiſe, is it 
© likely that Chriſt the Lord. ho himiclt d: borts 
© others from Swearing at al. tor Danger ot For- 
© ſwearing, (hould himſelt eu ſo otten £ tor he 
© not oaly forbad his to Swear, Mat. 3. but alſo at 
the ſame Time, and that very wholſomly. that 
they ſhould only uſe in ur Kr ſimple Af. 
© firmation and Denyal, without auy 04th,ſaying, 
F NOT at all, Cc. ior this much more becomes 
the Stmeplicity Sincerity, Tiety and Modeſty of Chri- 
© ftians ; for nothing is more Simple, Brief and 
Effe ual to perſwade (the Badieſs and Naugh- 
tineſs of Men being removed) then a fr gle A 

1 \ * firmalion 
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ation or Perpal, although there were noDanger 
* of Perjury. 
In this Senſe in a Manner, do moſtly all the graver Au- 
thors"interpret that Place of the Goſpel, or Command 
of Chriſt,ot Nor Sera ing at al; but eſpecially Aug ſtine 
lib.4. of the Lord's Words in the Mount, C-p. 30- and 31, 
and in his Book de Atrdaciv, cap 15. and Fiſt. 154. 
to Pwblicola, and often elſe-where For which Interpreta- 
tion or Underſtanding votes alio Philo Fudew in his Book. 
of the Necalogue, Tom. 2. p. 129. where treating of an 
Oath, he thus congruently writeth 5 Men ſin in this R e ſpełt 
many and divers Wayes, therefore it w be mcſt profitable 
ard moſt arrecable to the ReaſenableNature, to a AL- 
TOGETHER from Swearins, and ſo to accuſt om to Truth, 
that ſimple dp ech may have the Force of an Oath, & 
Which Things Thilo in the ſame Place purſues to the ſame 
Senſe, very congruently in the Golpel, that which alſo he 
confirms in his Book of Special Laws, Tom, 2. pag. 137. 
And afterwards, If therefore, as I ſaid befor, Chriſt the 
Lord for the Danger of Perjury, and alſo for the Rewcrerce 
or Religion of an Oath, cemmands Ins NOT to Swear at all, 
though oth:rwiſe,it be true which they affirm; Jf 1 ſay, there 
be ſo mach Reverence of an Oath, how great u the Perf tt i- 
on? It is not likely nor agreeable to Reaſon, that the Lord 
Chriſt, the Patern of true and ſolid Virtue, every Att ion 
of whom is our In ſtruction, did $wear ſo often, that «:, 
ſhould ſwear as eften as he uſed this Form, Verely, verely, 
Hay unto you, & c. For how can every moral Action f 
bis, or in hin Converſation, be our Jnſtruttion or Example, 
sf be ſo frequently and every where ſeems to do that hich 
he ſo vehemently and carneſtly commanded his, even his che- 
ſen Diſciplent hat it, his Apoftler;thar they ſhewld not do it at 
all? Yet Auguſtine in his Book of the Apoſtles Fords,Ser.z0. 
ſeems by his Authority to create ſome Scxuple and Ado for 
us, inaſmuch as he ſeems to cenſure añd ſay, That it wa 
kind of Perjury when any witting iy & willingly (that is, with 
certain 


4 
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certain Reaſon and Will, or aſl ſet Purpoſe) »ſetb this Word 
VERELY, to confirm any Thing: Yet if we diligently 
mark and weigh the Words of St. Mp there, hem. 
tends no other then what we intend, acknowledge and 
confeſs, and is neceſſarily to be confeſſed, namely, that 
he which from a f Oponion and Per ſwaſian, and an Erro- 
weous Conſcience, as D. vines call it, thinketh and believeth 
that he Swearerb in very Deed in uſing this Word, as if 
this Vord were an Adverb of Swearing, that ſometimes 
he happens in a Manner to For/ſwear, if that which he at- 
firms in this Manner be falſeʒyet this is accidentary and ad - 
ventitious, namely, by the Integtion of him that ſwearetk 

of his own #/;ll, or rather Error or Ignorance, and not by 
the Force and Propriety of the Word Amen or /efely,ſece- 
ing, as we have ſaid even now. that it is not a Word or Note 
of Swearine, but rather of confirming) as we confeſs ; and 
the ſame St Auguſtine teacheth elſe-where, bur eſpecially 
in Tra# 4.1, on the Goſpel of oba, on thoſe Words 0: 
Chriſt the Lord, Yerely, verely, che. where Auguſtine 
moderating his Words, faith thus, © Verely, verely 1 f 
© we may ſo ſay, in 4 certain Alanner a SW aring A ag 
Now theſe Words of 4#7uſtine are to be weighed 3 he 
dealeth not ſimply, but with an Additament and Caution. 
Verely, vcrely, to be (if it be lawful to ſay it) after a Man- 
ner a S e ariag of Chriſt; for ſo he declares plain enough, 
. that J erely, verely, is not properly ) wearing; or a Note 
of Swearing, but only improperly, and after a certain Man- 
ner, viz. So far forth as Chriſt the Lord doth ſamiliarly 
uſe this Word as Sw-4ring, although in very Deed, and 
properly it be not an Adverb of Swearing, but rather affir. 
ming and aſſerting ſimply and in good Faith, to gain 2 
beiter Perſwaſion of the Matter or P. A for Chriſt 
never ſeems to have Sw e if we will peak truly and pro- 
perly of 5 ring, bit alwayes us d a ſimple Speech though 
ſometimes by am; Ic at ionemz he hath uſed this, even te- 
peated, I ſay, for tl rte J erſwaſion of his Heavenly 
Doctrine, that by this v leaus he might give his 2 
T 2 2 
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) 
of Net Swearing raſbly and every where, as we have alrea- 
dy ſaid,to whom he plainly commanded, ſaying, Swear not 
ar all, &c. but, &c. ſo great is the Religion of Swearing, 
and the Danger of For ſwearing, 


The Approbation and Commendation of the Doctor of 

Paris. 

We have care ſullj reid theſe Commentaries on the 
Epiſtles of St Paul, and Timothy, and Titus, wherein 
the moſt Learned Author, according to the great 
Learning wherein he excells,largely and elegantly opens » 
the mere bilden Senſes of the Apoſtle , and we have 
thought them worthy to be printed for publick Profit, A ct ' 
Par. 16, Feb. 1610. F. Coeff, F. J. Tourn, &c, « 


Lindenbrog. © CX1v LODOFYICUS PIUS Emperor, who in his 
Coed. leg. an. Prologue ſaith, That from his Tomth, by Chriſt's In. 
tiguar. ſpiration, be bad the De fire of the Worſhip of God, Ca. 
pitul. Addit. 4. Tit. 96. of not Swearing : © That 
© every.one beware . ; becauſe Forſwearers as 
© alſo. Adulterers, ſhall not inberit the Kingdom of God, 


Ibid, CXII. King LH/TPRANDUS, The Law of the - 
Lumbards, Tit. 28. Law z. If be that enquires 
concerning Theft, believe not the Wrineſſes, th: Mit. 
0 meſſes may confirm it with an Oath, except they be 
© fuch Perſons 4 the King or Fadge may truſt with- 
© opt an Oub. 


Ibid, C XIII. The Emperor LOTA AR11S, Of the 
Law of the Lambards, Tit. 3. Law io. © of thoſe 
© that enforce Payment of Tythes, we will not haue them 

| 5 to 
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t to be conſtrain'd within OATH, for Fear of For « 
"ſwearing. 


1. Law 23.which was ancient: © Let none come eaſily: 

to an Oath : For the true Search of Fuſtice rather com- 

© mendeth this, that the Scriptures in all things may in- 

© rercur, and the Neceſſity of Swearing may altoge- 

( ther ſuſpend it ſelf, | 

Thus much againſt Swearing from ſeveral Roman Doctors 
and others, : 


We fhall-in the next Place preduce the Judgment of 
thoſe Men, who run not fo high in their Cenſure of Oaths, 
as the Perſons that we have hitherto cited, but that believe 
it is not unlawful in any Caſe to take an Oath, and from 
them we doubt not to make appear, that it is beſt Not ro 
ſmear at all; ſo far are they from pleading for Swearing, 
or puniſh thoſe that conſcientieuſly refuſe it, . 


CXV. WiLLIAM -TINDAL faith, Our 
© Dealing 0 ht to be (6 ſubſtantial, that our 
Words might oe believed without an Oath: Our 
© Words are the Signs of the ruth of out Hearts, 
*11 which there ought to be pure & fingle Love to. 
ward thy Brother. Again he fſaycs,*.* Swear- 
© zng can only be allowed in Charity, where Tts 
© and Nay have loſt Credance; however, that no 
© Judge or other ought in any Caſe to compel any 
Man to ſwear againſt his Will. 


Peter Martyr, who deſerves well of the Engliſh 
Proteftants, confeſſeth, © That Chriſtians ought to 
live - 


CxIV. Of the Law of the YiS0GoTHS, EL. 2. Tit. Ibid, 
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. e live ſo Charitably andUprighthy, as not to need an 


« Oath, and that they may not be called upon ta 
cg wear. Again, Let us ſo live that there may be 
t no need tor us to Smear, either by Goa, or any other 


Thing 4 4d; and this (ſayes he) is that ſame 


© AT ALL, which Chriſt ſpoak of. | 
N. Zegerus upon Mat. 5. 34. tells us, © That the 
© moſt Ancient Writers from thence concluded all 
© 9aths forbidden, and that the bare Word of Chi. 
© tians ought to be more Sacred and Firm then the 
© moſt Religious 0aths of the Fews. 


CXVI. H.CROTIUS, a great & Learned Man, 


On Mar, 5. excludes all 0aths,not only ſuch as are uſed in com- 
& De Fur. mon Conver(atioxs but ſuch as relate to Trade or ge- 
Bell. ac Pac. cuniary Matters; allowing ſome oth rs for avoiding 
p. 2. c. 26. 4d Infamy, for preſerving a Friend, & tor a great Service 


#7. 


to their Country, as not morally neceſſary, and by Fre- 
cept, but only by Conſequence and Remedy; conelu- 
ding that it is beſt toliye ſo, as not to reed an Oath: 
And ſo both many ef thoſe 04tbs impoſed upon 
us, are laid aſide by him; and allo he gives man 
Cautions ſhewing that ĩt is beſt not to Swear at i 
if it may poſſibly be avoided . But inAtiſwer to his 
Iaterpretation; AU 0aths are forbid that are perfor- 
mable to the Lord Now unles the vain inconfiderate, 
Oathi,ſuch as ate uſed in common Trffique are only 
thoſe that are to be perform'd to the Lord, Solemn 
oaths, ſuch as the Lam allow d, are alſo prohibited. 
Beſides, the Tea and Nay of a true Chriſtian is as capable of 
all thoſe good Services as an Oath, if the Sanctity bf — 
Fait 


come to a Man's friend, Country or Seif, becauſe his Tea 
and Ny is rejected, it will never lye at his Door, who of- 
fers all Chriſt permits him, and his Conſcience will diſpenſe 
wich; but onthe Diſfruſter t Side, eipecially, when he 
that in Conſcience can't Swear, offers os large CAU TI. 
ON ashethat SWE ARS, and is willing ts undergo 
Equal Pan:ſhnent, in Caſe of Umrath, that the other by 
Li ſuſtains for Perjury. And thoſe that will have it to 
relate to Kaſh, and not Fuaicial Ouhs, quite croſs the 
Text; for Chriſt prohibirsmot only vain and ſuper fluons 
Oths, as now called, ſuch as were alu ay es anf even 
under the Lau] but ſuch as were allowed in the Times of 
the Law, rendring them allo by Evangelical Veruy under 
the Goſpel, Vain, faperflaous and Unlaivful : For well 
ſaid Bp. Sanderſon, No Need to forbid by a new Com» 
© mand Things that of themſelves were alwayes unlawtul. 
Otherwiſe, we mult read Chriſt's Words thus, Te have 
heard by them of Old Time. thou ſhalt not forſwear thy ſelf, 
but ſhalt perform unto the Lord thine Oath: ;, but I ſay unte 
you, Swear not at all, except before a Fudge; as if Swearing 
before a Judge under the Law, were not an Oath perfor- 
mable to the Lord; and ſuch it ſelf the Place moſt expreſly 
forbids; or thus, Of Old it wal ſaid, than ſhale not forſwe v 
thy ſelf, but let your Yea be Vea, and your Nay, Nay, th r 
is, perform to God thine Oatht in Truth and Righteouſneſs * 
But I (whoſay more then was ſaid of Old) ſay unte you, 
S wear not at all, but perform thine Oaths to God in Truth 
and Rithteouſnef; The luconherence of which muſt needs 
be obvious to every conſiderate Perſon; yet it is the only 
Reading that can be left upon thoſe Interpretations. We 
ſay, that what God 4ſpenſed with under the Law, he reſol · 
vedto remove under the Goſpel, and to wind up Things to a 
higher Pitch of Truth& Lale. oſneſa: from. Adultery in the 
Act, to Adukeryin the Thenght; from Revenge, to Suffer- 
ancę; from True Swearing, to NO Smearins at all, wheres 


by all Abuſe of Oarhs and Perjury come to be removed 
with 


— LUS 
Fatch and Profeſſion be bh; And if any Prejudics -.- 


Heart that Fraud and Falſhood that brought them in, and 
— Evangelical Verity in room thereof, which 

ſpeaketh the Truth, the whole Truth, and nothing but the 
Truth to his Neighbour, and makes a like Matter of Con- 
ſcience to t. a Lyc, asto Forſwear, And it is known to 
Almighty God, and ue moſt heartily deſme it may be 
known and belived by you, that we have no other End nor 
Inducement to this io general Refuſal we are found in 
throughout the Nation, : ; 


» —— 
with the "Oaths theatres , werkes ont of Man's 
vg 


CXVII. Bp. USHER is ſo tender in this Point, 
that ſet aſide his/Vimdication of the Waldenſes, in his 
Sam of Chriſtian- Rel:gron, ke makes it — * 
to the taking of an Oath, that it be conſidered, 

. © Firſt, lithe Party we deal gib (really) doubt 
© of the Thing we affirm or dem, thereby making 
Piſtraſt the Cauſe ot Swearing,and implying,that 
© not Cuftom, but real Diffidenc: ſhould only con- 
t inue Swearine; conſequently, not to continue 
© where piſref is done away. 
» © Secondly, It is to be weighedif the Party's Doubt 
© whercot we ſpeak, be Weighty ,and Werthy of an 
© 04th, which we fear, is ſeldom thought upon; Cuſtom 
© prevailing even to Tres, as well as moſt exce(- 
© five vain Swearing in Common Converſation, 

 * Thirdly, If the 9 neſtion be Weichen, wle ber 
© ({aith theBiſhop) the Doult may be ended with Tre- 
© or Yerely ; or doubting,ic Yerely.Yerely, as Chiiſt 
© did for you, by his Example we ought to forbear 
an Oath? Mat. 5. 37. Wheretore ſhould it not, 
© elpecially among Chriſtians, 
' © Foxrthly, 


_— N 24 
Fourthly, © Whether there be not yet any other ft An N 
© to try out the Matter before we come to an Oath, 7 
"This is our Caſe; and we make it our Sober Requeſt, that it 
would pleaſe you to conſider this Particular; for doubtleſs, an 
Expedient may very eaſily be found, without bringing us under the 
Bondage of an Oath. 


CXxVIII. FER. TATLER, Chaplain in Ordinary to 
K. Charles I. and late Biſhop of Down and Conner, in his 
Book call'd ENIXTTO z. A Coarſe of Sermons, London prin- 
ted 1673. Serm. of Chriſtian Simplicity, fol. 228. Thus, 
c Our bleſſed Lord would not have his Diſciples to Swear at all 
© (not in publick Fudicature) if the Neceſſity of the World would 
© permit him tobe obey'd, 1f Chriſtians will live according to 
© the Religion, the WORD of « Chriſtian were 4 ſafficient In- 
* frument to give Teſtimony, and to make Promiſes, and to ſecure 
Ca Faith ; and upon that Swppoſition, Oaths were uſcleſs, and 
© therefore forbidden; becauſe there would be no Neceſſity to in- 
© voke God's Name in Promiſes or Affirmations, if men were 
| © INDEED Chriſtians , and therefore in that Caſe would be 

© a Taking in vain: But becauſe MA- ; 

©NY are not; and they that are in — &ever - 
<NAME, oftentimes are in nothing Fathers tn God, Arch- 

f r Biſhops, Biſhops, Deans, 
cels, it became niceſſary that Men ſhould and ther 22 of the 
« Swear in Judgment and in publick Land, Fuſbices of the 
© Coutts. But conſider who it was that Peare, and all Officers 
© invented and made the Neceſſity of term'd Eccleſiaſtical or 


OY Civil, Judges, Pricfts 
© Oaths, of Bonds, of Securities, — People NO Chrift 


& all the Artifices of Human Dif- 
© fidence and Diſhoneſty : Theſe — — . 
Things were _ found out 9 be obeyed, who not on- 

ly 


. Jp | 1940 
| v cuforce O ATAS on 10 _- Neceſſity, of theſe was. from 
r » bat baying m that @ the Father of all Lyes; 
> tape wed 2 py from him that hath m.de many faic 
ther, one Jad t and In. Promiſes, but, never kept any; 
ftice of another, impoſe #7 if be did, itwas to d) a bigger 
them on their Z-c:hren MISCHIEF, te ſlatter the 
and Father s,with Equal more; For ſo coes the D E- 
D. VIL. 

See ers Autiquities, Chap. 12 Pag. 5 2. Concerning the Pythes 
gortans, the Eſſeni, and concerning the Juſt Alan at Atlens, uhich 


they would not have to ſwear; And hat the Scheliaſt on Ariſtce 
phanes, Lib.12, P. 280. faith of Khadamantiue.. 


C XIX. LH, Bp. C AU DEN in his Diſcourſe for So: 
lemn Swearing, ſayes thus much againſt it. 

1. © That Drſimuluiens, Frauds, Fe alauſies, Cc. gave 
© Riſe to Oaths, | 

2. © That The Ancient Chriſtians and Fathers, that they 
© might not be ſhort of the Eſſeni, who WOULD NOT TAKE 
AN OATH, REFUSED TO SWEAR, ſaying to the Hea - 
then, Chriſl ianus ſum , I am a Chriſtian , to each 
© other, Tea yea; Nay, nay; thereby keeping up the San- 
© Zity and Credit of their Profeſſion, 

3. That as Chriſtians, truly ſuch, we ſhould poſſibly 
need n Swearing; for an Oath is not (ſayes he) Moral 
© or Preceptive, but an Expedient or Remedy only againſt 
Ta. | 

Laſtly, That neither a true Chriſtian and good Man 
need to be Compelled to Swear, in Order to the Awing 
him into Trath-telling— Nor is ill Mens Swearing of much 
FGreditz with more to that Purpoſe : What Need then is 
there of either's gwearirg ? 

=W The 
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The Subſtance of all which 7 mY Oath riſe with Fraud; Mens 
growing Falſe and Zealons, Swearing or Awing by Oaths into Itue 
Evidence, became an Expedient ; and during this imbecil and im- 
perfect State of Mankind, Almighty God, that fath been ever wont 
to ſtoop to Man's Weakneſ;,condeſcended to yield theFews that Cu- 
ſtom, provided that they refrain'd from Common and IdolatrousOatht; 
and when they were called ta S wear, they did it by the Name of the 
True Cod thereby manifeſtiug their Acknowledgment of him; but 
Chriſt, who is the Reſtorer of Breaches, the Builder of walte Pla- 
ces, the Bringer back of the Captivity of his People (where Oaths 
were firſt wanted and learned) and the Setter up of the Kingdom of 
God (which ſtands in Righteouſneſs) redeems into Truth peaking 
which fulfils the Law by taking away the Occaſion of an Oath; and 
ſuch as are the true, humble and faithful Followers of this worthy 

Leader, need no Oath to compel them into Truth, to whom Truth is 
Natural, being freed by it, Job. 8.32. ſiom Fraud & F alſene ſt, and 

conſequently from Swearing,which took Occaſion by it to enter the 

World. New we profeſs our ſelves in the Fear of Almighty God to 

be ſuch as have thus learned Chriſt Jeſus, and for the Reverence and 

Holy Love we bear to his Righteous Commandment re can't take 

un Oath in any Caſe, 


Object. Tu True, and you ſay will, Oaths only ſerve till Trath- 
ſpeaking comes, and you ſay, it is come to jou; But how ſhall we know 
that? 

Anſw. We intreat you to try vs: No Man can be juſtly con- 
demn'd before he be gui'ty ; nor reputed guilty in the Sight vf men, 
till diſcover'd, You will have as eaſie a Way ts catch us at Hing, 
as others at Forſwearing ; and if vou find us fuch, inflict th ſame 
Puniſhment fer Our Lye, which is cnacted for their Perjury, 


Be pleaſed to conſider : 

I. The Kiſe of OATHS. 

II The Prohibition of CHRIST. ein 

III. The Judgment of ſo mary good HEATHEN S. 
IV. The Belief & Practice of ſo many primitive CHRIS 71. 
ANS, Cclebriovus FATHERS, Godly MARTY R'S, and 
Learned PROTESTANTS, Fan 

u 2 * NN 
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. The casts they uſe whoin Nees . 
ee lee 


from our Oat 28 


ore 


1 
in the Jad ment and Martyrdom of many goed and famous Perſons. 

VIII. Ly to weigh the great PER UR that is now in 
our World and daily Nzmerow Ocths belcht forth by ſome, to ſhow 
they dare be beld with Sacred Things; by others, to vent Paſſion ; 
by too many (as they was apt think) td grace their Alerter, whilſt 
others have ſo great Doubt of their own Credit, thatthey Sweer, to 
drive, what they er ; and not a ſew uſe it, meerly te fill up 
vacant places, being barren of better Matter. We tkink that inſtead 
of taking 22 er us for Not Swearing,in ſo Forſwearing 
an Age, we ſhouldrather receive Inconragement for ſpeaking That 
Truth without an Oath, which others are compe#'d to by Oath, if yet 
they ſpeak it. Falſe ſpeaking neceſſitated the Uſe of Oarhs (fay 
many) But Oath: proving now not the Remedy, but the Diſeaſe; 
What detter Expedient can be uſed then to come back, to Truth-ſpea- 

ng, Which endeth O«ths in their firſt Cauſe, or Oecaſion atleaſt : 

lowever, that ſuch as are not Sick ſhould be oblig'd to take the 
Potions of the Sick, only to keep them Company, That ſeems 
Vnreaſanable. * 

IX. Be pleaſed to conſider the periſtring Difſiculiie we meet with. 
al in our Commerce in the World, particularly as Credirors, Exe- 
eaters, Merchants, Ship: Maſters, Apprentices, &c. Men making 
us pay becauſe of our Tenderneſy in this Matter. Oh th: OPPRES. 
SION chat is exerciſed in Petty Courts and Seſſions upon many Han- 
dreds of us, who know notwhich Way to RI our ſelves, an Oath 
ſtill being required in the Caſe I A N hich for C enſcience 
ſale, expoling us to great Leſſei both of Eſt ate, Liberty and 
Life by Tediau and Cruel Impreſonments, 
ur. the Loſs and Trozble is. not alwayes our on; Our 
frequently become Sufferers agaiuſt our Wilk - Firf, 
at we can perform no Office in common with them, however o- 
therwile - 


. 
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PE REPS * N a ; ns 8 LORD -- 
— lh, Nora were im A 
of Wunefſes, which Qualification a Way * 
"and al becauſe our Ten Wer A 


to the Maintenance of Juſtice N 
will not be received inſtead of an Oath: Relieving us here is a dou- 
ble Jene ft, for our Neighbours ſhare with us in it; and it manifeſtly. 
tends to the Preſervation of Society. And whatever any may p 
to think of us, we are as willing and ready to contribute all Hor 
Aſſiſtance to the Meinrenance of Fuſtice, and anſwering the Ends 

Gevernment,according to our Ability and Conſcience, as any Sort 
of Men that live under it. " 

XL And Laſtly, We intreat you further to conſider, that Or, 
CAUTION 45s as large as the May that Sears, For tho ou 
make a Difference between him that tells an Untruth, and he that 
Forſweers, in Favour of the former; yet we cheerfully ſubmit our 
ſelves to the Pariſoment of the Perjured, if we break our WORD F 
do you but pleaſe to take us into equal Priviledge with the ae rr: 
Kthere be any Damage, we conceive it is done ro Vs, who fultain  _. 
the ſame Puniſhment tor an Untruth, which is the only Due 7 
Peryery ;, —_—_— condeſcend to yield us the Kindneſs of the one, 
ma An ns to anſwer the juſt Severity of the ocher, ' 

We will add here out of H s Hiſtory of the Netherlands, a, © 
Preſident, not „ to our Purpoſe, fol. 464, 465. tranſlated: * 
out of Latin es follows. | | | 


"CXX. Ia this Aſſembly of the States {ſaith 
Yoſt) * there was ſomething attempted towards the Op- 
©preflion of the Meriſts, as appears by a certain Lerter, 
written from Dent, the laſt of Much, by the Ld. St. 
& 4ldegonde, to the Miniſter. Ca/p:aue Hridenus which 
ewas thus worded. b | 

© The Cauſe of the Mexifs hath fince receipt of your 
and Taff Letters yeſterday been treated of witch the 
molt illuſtrĩous Prince; And verely, l find ĩt more dits - 4 
ficult then 1 had hoped for ever may and wil ſuch © 
Curſed Hopes meet with ſuch Wiſe Repulles from ry 
«LI n 
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Meat Rulerz) - For, lic had arodddeburgh gioen.me great 
Hopes, that we ſhould ſeclude from t 


c Freedom of 
N Burgeſſer, or at leaſt, not ſo ſolemnly recee thaſe that 
Trekuſed an 04th. Now he alledgerh, that ſuch a thing 
cannot be concluded without a new Con vulſion in the 
Churches, becauſe the States will never ſuffer, that. 
*ſuch a Las be made, as they judge no wayes condu- 
#.Ccing to the Common Good of the Republick.. Lea, 
© he avers, That this was the only Cauſe formerly, which 
© broughr cheirConſſtorics ſofarinto the Diſpleaſure of the 
States, that it differed very little, but they had been 
all at once voted down, and laid aſide by the Councit; 
* That they (the Clergy] were gow again about the ſame 
* thing, and that in ſuch a ſeaſon, that no doubt many 
* would pour in cold Water out of the Popiſh Hodg-podge. 
That his ſettled Judgment was, that this wauld turn 
tro great Diſadvantage, and breaking dowrr of their 
Churches. WES aye n ö 
* And when I C faith Aldegende ] fervently urged, 
© That we could eaſily reject thoſe that broak the Band 
*of all Humane Society, upon Pretence of Civil and 
Political Order: and when J added ( ſaith he) how 
much Danger and Peril Church and State were threat- 
ned with by ſuch a Conclugon of the Council, in it 
ſelf Ungodly, He anſwered me (herply.caough, That 
© thoſe men's YEA muſt paſs for an Oath, and that we muſt 
© not urge this thing any further, or we muſt ronfeſs, thut the 
Papiſts . Reaſon to Force as toa Religion that was againſt 
our Conſciences 3 and that the North- Holſangers would 
c not at all allow of it. 
Ila ſhort (ſaith he) I ſcarce ſce any thing we can get 
done in this Point, which verely [ye may N 
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© the more, I obſerve that the Nan of y Honeſt 5 

Men, by the pretending of Fknow not Nhat unſeaſo- 
©nable Stumbling Rlecks, will inet nubitter d. yes 
ej could almeſt ſay, wounded; to ſee them leſs affe 
© rothoſe, that to their attermoſt ſeek to advance the- 
Enuſe of the Church, | ff Lend foo 
hd FRITZ (ſaith he) partly in the Name of 
© the Sta, aud pastly of himfſelt, chid me, as if we 
© were abom to ſet up, in our Clergy a Demmion over the 
© Conſcience ; and as if they endeavour, by their Laws 
© and (Conſtitutions , to ſubject all others to them: 
And: he praiſed the Saying of 4 Mont that was lately 
here, ho anſwered to the Objection [ot the Perſe- 
cuting Spirit of the Ram iſb Church}. .* Th gur Pat bad nes 
gone ſo long to the Fire as theirs, whom we did ſo much re- 
© vile #; on that Account — And that he clearly ſaw, That 
* before tod Ages paſſed, the Church. Dominion would upon buth 
fies ftand on even Ground, J 

To which Hoeft adds, © By this we may obſerve, 
© of what Conſequence the Prince and States then held Li- 
© berty of Conſcience to be. | 


And that what we have hitherto faid may not be thought a thing 


impratticable, we ſhall prefent you with the judgment and E 
of Forreign Governmen's, . \ 


Here. follow 7wo Letters of the Grew of Naſſou and Prince 
of orange, to the Mayifrates of the City of-Atidalel> . 
bargh, in Behalf of the Meniſis there. 8 
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tre) © 
CXXI. A Copy of the Firſt Letter. 

Oraſmuch as a Supplication hath been preſented 

unto his Excellency in behalf of certain Iuhabi- 


tans of this City of Middelburg; complaining therehy, 
That che Magiſtrates of the laid City had lately 


cauſed their Shops to be ſhut, and conſequently 


prohibited theis Trade,which yer the dnly means 
which they have to maintain their Families; 
the 1.1d Prohibition proceeding from their not 
having yet taken the Uſual OATH, as others: 
The ſaid Inhabitants further remonſtrating, how that 
they now, for a certain long Term of Years, 
have, without taking the ſaid Oath, freely born 
all Civil Burdens, Contributions and Taxes, 
equally with other Burgeſſes and Inhabitants of 
this ſaid City, without ever having been in any 
Default: and therefore ought at preſent ſtill to 


remain unmoleſted, ſeeing they do therein not 


deſire any thing elſe, then to live in theLiberty of 
their Conſciences, upon which Account this preſent 
War againſt the King of Spain hath been by his 
Subjects taken up, and all Ceremonies contra 
ry thereunto relified; in which ſuch Advance 
is, through the Help of God, made, that the a- 


fore · ſaid Liberty of Conſcience is preſerved; and 
«therefore ic would be an Unequal Thing to De- 
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! prive the Supplicents thereof, who ha ve he | d to "Mm 
acquire the fame by bearing Taxes;' Contriburi- 
ons, and other Burdens, not without great Peril 
of their Bodies and Lives; conſonant to which 
they having preſented a Requelt to the aforeſaid 
Magiſtrates, but got for Anſwer, That they wn 
regulate themſelves according to the Policy and Order 
of the aforeſaid City : Whereby ( ſaith the Petition) 
the aforeſaid Magiſtrates ſeem to endeavour by 
the Cath, not only totally to ruin and expel out of 
theſe Lands the Petitioners, with thłir Wives & 
Children, reſiding in Middelburgb; but conſequent- 
ly innumerable others, in Holland and Zeeland, 
who have (according -to his Excellency's Pro- 
clamations) placed themſelves under his Excel- 
Hlency's Protection, by which no man can be 
any wayes benefited ; but all theſe Lands re- 
ceived great and conſiderable Dammage, be- 
cauſe thereby the Traffique thereof would be 
every where greatly diminiſhed : Intreating 
therefore, and humbly begging his Excellen- - : 
cy, that looking upon their Caſe with Com- 
paſſion, he would take due Courſe about it, 

eſpecially ſeeing that the aforeſaid Petitioners 
do proffer, that theit YEA paſſing for an Oath, © 
the Tranſgreſſors hereof ſhould be puniſhed s 
Oath-Breakers. | « at + 

* Dean. 
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TO. Therefore his Excellencybaving conſidered the Pre- 
* * Wiſes, and having maturely deliberated upon the ſame, 
bath, with the previous Advice of , the Governoyr 
and Council of Zceland, ordered and appointed, 
ordereth and appointeth hereby, That the atoreſaid 
Petitioners, YEA ſhall be received by the Magi- 
ſtrates of the aforeſaid City inſtead of an OAT H. 
Jones, tbat the Tranſgreſſors thereof ſhall 
e puniſhed as Oath-Breakers and Per;ured Per- 
ſons. His Excellency charging and commanding the 
Magiſtra es of M:ddelburgh,aud all others whom this 
may) concern, No further to :oppreſs the, Petittonexs 
contrary to their Conſciences, concerning the Oath ; 
but ſuffer them.to Open their Shops, aud. Enjoy their 
Trades, as they formerly have done: all, by Provi- 
ſion, and till ſuch time as there ſhall be, in more 
Tranquility of Af airs, with ripe Deliberation, re- 
ard being had thereunto, ordained therein, as ſhall 
e found convenient. 


This done under his Excelleney's Name and Seal, in 
be City of Middelbyrgh, upon the 26. Fonuery, 1577. 


Guilliaume de Naſſou. 


By my Gracions Lord, the Prince, ſubſcribed, 
Fr De Baudemont., , 
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" CX XII, A Copy of the Second Letter. 
The Prince of Orange,Grave of Nuſſan, 
Lord and Baron of Bueda, Dieſt, &c. 


Honourable, Honeſt, Worſhipfal, W iſe;Diſcreer;: 
Dear and Singular : 


Oraſmuch as certain Houſe- keepets there in 

habiting, being, as they ſay, Meniſts, have, 
by way of Complaint divers times ſignified te 836, 
bo that You are daily Moleſting chem, and 
Depriving them of che Means of Gaining in 
Reſt & Quietneſs theirLivings for them and their 
Families; forbidding them to 2 their Shops, 
under the Pretence, that they ſhould Refuls to 
take an Oath in the ſame Form as other Bur- 
geſſes; upon which we having talen xipe Delibera- 
tion: And foraſmuch as the aforeſaid People do proffer 
to bear equally all Burdens with other Citizens, 
and even in the Caſe of Arms, which moſtly 
move; henf! to contribute, do you ſuch Perfor+, 
mances at their Charges a your ſel ves, or they that ſhall, © 
have the Orders ſhall find in all Reaſon. and Equity © 
- fit to be done, and they will bear it: -- 14 N 
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econcezve, that ye do very ill, not 
ien to live in Peace and Quietneſs, 
to the Mind of their Conſcience, accord- 
twp to the Act which we, with the Advice of the Go- 
vernour ard Council formerly. aff oriied them, which 
they ſay,they have exhibited to you; And yet not- 
withſtanding, we find that you have hitherto refuſed 
to give heed unto it, and to our precedent Letters, 
and ſo we are cenſtraiu d for this laſt time to write. 
this," by which we plainly declare untoyou, That it 
concerns not you to trouble your ſelves in pat- 
zicular with any Man's Conſcience,” ſo long as no- 
thing is treated or done that might extend to 
y Man's Scandal; in which Caſe we will neither ,. 
reſpeFt nor bear any Man. ; | | 
And therefore we charge and order you expreſly,. 
To deſiſt all further Moleſtation or Hinderance 
of the ſaid Menz#s in their Merchandize or Han- 
dicrafts.to gain their Livelihood for their Wives 
and Children; ſuffering them to open their Shops, 
and work as they have in times paſt done; till 
ſuch time as there ſhall be otherwiſe ordered by 
the Generality (who are thereunto qualified ) 
Au tbereftre take heed that ye do nothing againſt 
chis, and the Act to them granted, or to further an 
Fes from them upon that Account; provided. 
© $4.98 nothing 
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C XXIII. Alſo, by the Treatiet ef Peart between 
the States General of the United Provinces, and the Kings of 
England, Spain, Cc. ann. 1674. there is a ſpecial Article 
therein contained, That © Al their Ship- Maſters of Merchant 
' Ships, ſha! carry along with them « Sea- Brief, according to. 
© the Form thereby preſcribed, ' p92 

In which it is expreſly declared, thr: Sch Maſter » 

* ſhall came before the Magiſſrates, and by bis ſolemn Oath 
* teftifie, that ſuch Ship, whereof be i Maſter, doth properly 
© belong unto the Subjcds of the ſaid States General; , 
bak Sea - Brief, ander the Seal of the City's intire Faith and 
c Credit is ven. 

And alchough by the ſaid Treaties, the Maſter was 
to give his o, yet the Magiſtrates in Holland do take 
the Solemn Affirmation of ſuch as Cannot Swear inſtead of 
an Oath, and inſert it ſo accurdingly in their Sea-Briefs x 
aud then it runs thus, © Theſe are to certifie;&@c. That A. 35. 
© hub before  Solemnly Affirmed and Declared, tha - © 
ce C. D. whereof be iu Maſter, doth properly belong 
© and ain to the Subjects of theStatcs General e 
© United Provinces, &c. eee een — Y 


Which can be ſufficieatly evidenced, if requ 


. 
PR. % 
N 
7 I 

1 — 
* 


, > 

3&3. 

CESS 
© > 


this the Conaleſcenſcon' of dthtr Covers. 
Perſons under our Circum : And 
affirm, That the Trade and Wealth of the 
United Provinces, are owing mote to the Ingenuity and In- 
= duſtry of thoſc Indulg'd, Differters then to them of the National 
& Religion, who would have ſſugg d and tyranniz d all into Poverty 


* de Cart, 
for the Relief of 
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Have Regard to our S. Fering Condition, we beſeech you, and 

me w your ſelves both Natural to a Member (be we reputed the 
meaneſt) of r own Civil Body, and ſo far Lovers of him 
who ſaid, Swear not at af, as not ta continue us Sufferers for ndt 
acting againſt his Command, at leaſt, our Senſe of it, and there. 
in of eur own Conſciences; But make ſome Præviſios for us, as 
woll as other Countries have done before you, as in your Wiſdom 
you ſhall think meet; that all thoſe, who are of the Society of the 
People callcd Quakers, and known of themſelves to be ſo, ſhak 
nat be. melcſicd for the futare upon the Account of $wearins, but 
their Solemn XEA or NAY ſuall be taken in lieu thereof, and their 
Untruth, Breach of - Word, Pruniſhable u Perjury. 


God, we know, thatdelights in Mercy, and in all Acts of Ten. 
derneſs to the Sons of Men, will favour ſo Natural, ſo Generous and 
ſoChriſtian an Enterprixe; and tte propoſers, Promotets & Eſfecters 
of this happy Deliverance from the heavy Clog of Swearing, under 
which we and our Families have ſo long groaned, will not, we de 
believe, go without their Rewards at the Hands of the Almighty, 
5 whom, at what rate foever ve ſhall deal with us, we do, from the 
* bottom of our Souls, humbſy and heartily unplore, That it would 
pleaſe him ſo to diſpoſe your Hearts, 25 you may beſt Diſcharge 
that High Truſt repoſed in you, to the Honour of his Great Name, 
and: the Proſperity of this Famous Kagiem, che moſt certain 
<q F. n 8 ation o True Fehchv to your ſelves ; and which will give, 
= as gootFxamplc t0 others, { thr clc2:it Reputation to you 
. -and your Foſterit 7. | 
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Hiam Leun, Richard Richardſon. 


Fr 
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